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Renewal Through Repentance 

Series: The God of Second Chances 
 

Bible Texts Used: 1 Chronicles 21; Psalm 139:23–24i; 1 John 1:9ii 

A New Year Call to Full Commitment 

Pastor Mike opened the new year by inviting the church to consider what it 

truly means to be fully committed to Christ. Using a simple illustration, he 

reminded listeners that while many people are willing to be involved in faith, 

true discipleship requires full commitment. God has already made a 

complete commitment to us through Christ, and the beginning of a new year 

is a fitting time to realign our hearts, priorities, and habits with God’s 

purposes. The launch of this new series, Second Chances, emphasized that 

God graciously offers fresh starts to His people. 

Reflection Question: In what areas of your life is God inviting you to move 

from involvement to full commitment? 

 

 

Pride and Misplaced Trust 

Turning to 1 Chronicles 21, Pastor Mike explained David’s decision to take 

a census of Israel. While the census itself was not sinful, David’s motivation 

revealed a deeper issue of pride and misplaced trust. After repeated military 

victories that came from God’s hand, David began to focus on numbers 

rather than on God’s faithfulness. This opened the door for spiritual failure. 

file:///C:/Users/istech/Downloads/www.tcvicksburg.com


 
January 4, 2026 

 

 

 

Triumph Church of Vicksburg / 104 Honeysuckle Ln. / (601) 636-5282 

www.tcvicksburg.com 

Page 2 of 4 

 

Pride, Pastor Mike explained, does not cause temptation but gives the enemy 

access. Believers must guard their hearts carefully, being mindful of what 

they count on for security and worth. 

Reflection Question: What are you tempted to ‘count’ for security instead 

of trusting God? 

 

 

Repentance and Keeping Short Accounts with God 

One of David’s defining strengths was his willingness to repent quickly. 

When confronted with his sin, David took full responsibility without excuses 

or blame. Pastor Mike encouraged the church to practice ‘keeping short 

accounts with God’—confessing sin daily and responding promptly to the 

Holy Spirit’s conviction. Drawing from 1 John 1:9, he reminded listeners 

that forgiveness rests not on the depth of our apology but on Christ’s 

completed work on the cross. Confession means agreeing with God about 

sin and turning away from it. 

Reflection Question: What habits can help you practice daily repentance 

and spiritual honesty before God? 

 

 

Consequences, Mercy, and God’s Discipline 

Although God forgives sin, Pastor Mike emphasized that sin often carries 

consequences. David’s choice led to severe national consequences, yet 

God’s mercy ultimately prevailed. David chose to fall into the hands of a 

merciful God rather than into human judgment. This moment revealed that 
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God’s discipline flows from love and serves to protect His people. God’s 

mercy stopped the destruction when David interceded on behalf of the 

nation. 

Reflection Question: How have you seen God’s mercy at work even amid 

difficult consequences? 

 

 

Restoration Through Worship and Building Altars 

David’s repentance was completed when worship was restored. God directed 

David to build an altar on the threshing floor of Ornan, a site rich in 

redemptive history. David insisted on paying full price, declaring he would 

not offer to the Lord something that cost him nothing. Pastor Mike 

connected this altar to God’s greater redemptive plan, ultimately fulfilled in 

Christ. Believers today are called to build altars through daily prayer, 

engagement with God’s Word, corporate worship, and seasons of prayer and 

fasting. 

Reflection Question: What practical steps can you take this year to build 

consistent ‘altars’ of worship in your life? 

 

Closing Thought 

As the church steps into a new year, Pastor Mike reminded everyone that 

God is a God of second chances. Renewal begins with humility, repentance, 

and restored worship. By guarding against pride and building lives of 

worship, believers can walk forward confidently into the fresh opportunities 

God has prepared. 
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i Psalm 139:23-24 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! 

    Try me and know my thoughts![a] 
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting![b] 

 
ii 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
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