WHY YOU MAD. BRO?
Joshua 22:1-34

(1) Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the
Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, (2) and
said to them: "You have kept all that Moses the
servant of the LORD commanded you, and have

obeyed my voice 1n all that I commanded you.
(3) You have not left your brethren these many
days, up to this day, but have kept the charge of
the commandment of the LORD your God. (4)
And now the LORD your God has given rest to
your brethren, as He promised them; now
therefore, return and go to your tents and to the
land of your possession, which Moses the
servant of the LORD gave you on the other side
of the Jordan. (5) But take careful heed to do
the commandment and the law which Moses the
servant of the LORD commanded you, to love
the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to
keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him,
and to serve Him with all your heart and with all
your soul." (6) So Joshua blessed them and
sent them away, and they went to their tents.



..... (8) and spoke to them, saying, "Return with
much riches to your tents, with very much
livestock, with silver, with gold, with bronze,
with iron, and with very much clothing. Divide
the spoil of your enemies with your brethren."

(9) So the children of Reuben, the children of
Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh returned,
and departed from the children of Israel at
Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go to
the country of Gilead, to the land of their
possession, which they had obtained according

to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
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(10) And when they came to the region of the

Jordan which 1s 1n the land of Canaan, the

children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and
half the tribe of Manasseh built an altar there by
the Jordan—a great, impressive altar.

(11) Now the children of Israel heard someone
say, "Behold, the children of Reuben, the
children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh
have built an altar on the frontier of the land of
Canaan, in the region of the Jordan—on the
children of Israel's side." (12) And when the
children of Israel heard of it, the whole
congregation of the children of Israel gathered
together at Shiloh to go to war against them.



® Jabesh Gilead
M AN AISS EH

. \ Al
g — 5\ < “‘,_, v
< 5, ¥ \
Iy |/ ekl
A \
J

Shiloh ¢ =
BPH R AWM /

B

Bethel o >t \
e Mizpah Rec of Rimmon

Ramah : Git :
B2 NCFRM I N
B T Jebus.(Jemsalem) \

® Bethlehem |

(13) Then the children of Isracl sent Phinehas
the son of Eleazar the priest to the children of
Reuben, to the children of Gad, and to half the

tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead,
WHY Phinehas?

Numbers 25:7-8 Now when Phinehas the son
of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it,

he rose from among the congregation and

took a javelin in his hand; (8) and he went
after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust
both of them through, the man of Israel, and



the woman through her body. So the plague
was stopped among the children of Israel.

(14) and with him ten rulers, one ruler each
from the chief house of every tribe of Israel; and
cach one was the head of the house of his father
among the divisions of Israel. (15) Then they
came to the children of Reuben, to the children
of Gad, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, to the
land of Gilead, and they spoke with them,
saying, (16) "Thus says the whole
congregation of the LORD: "What treachery is
this that you have committed against the God of
Israel, to turn away this day from following the
LORD, 1n that you have built for yourselves an
altar, that you might rebel this day against the
LORD?

(17) Is the iniquity of Peor not enough for us,
from which we are not cleansed till this day,

(Stain of Sin)



although there was a plague in the congregation
of the LORD, (18) but that you must turn away
this day from following the LORD? And it shall
be, if you rebel today against the LORD, that
tomorrow He will be angry with the whole
congregation of Israel.

A) We live 1n a society that 1s disconnected
from each other. The Israelites were taught that
no one person 1s free of themself. If sin
becomes permissible in a community, all suffer.

Paul's Rebuke For Not Acting on Outright Sin

1 Corinthians 5:1-2 It 1s actually reported that
there 1s sexual immorality among you, and such

sexual immorality as 1s not even named among
the Gentiles—that a man has his father's wife!
(2) And you are puffed up, and have not rather
mourned, that he who has done this deed might
be taken away from among you.

(19) Nevertheless, if the land of your
possession 1s unclean, then cross over to the
land of the possession of the LORD, where the
LORD's tabernacle stands, and take possession



among us; but do not rebel against the LORD,
nor rebel against us, by building yourselves an
altar besides the altar of the LORD our God.

Israelites LLove and Concern For Others

Galatians 6:1-2 Brethren, 1f a man 1s overtaken
In any trespass, you who are spiritual restore
such a one 1n a spirit of gentleness, considering
yourself lest you also be tempted. (2) Bear one
another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ.

(20) Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a
trespass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell on
all the congregation of Israel? And that man
did not perish alone in his iniquity.' "

(21) Then the children of Reuben, the children
of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh answered
and said to the heads of the divisions of Israel:

(22) "The LORD God of gods, the LORD God
of gods, He knows, and let Israel itself know—if
it 1s in rebellion, or if in treachery against the



LORD, do not save us this day. (23) If we have
built ourselves an altar to turn from following
the LORD, or 1f to offer on it burnt offerings or
grain offerings, or if to offer peace offerings on
it, let the LORD Himself require an account.

(24) But 1n fact we have done it for fear, for a
reason, saying, 'In time to come your
descendants may speak to our descendants,
saying, '""What have you to do with the LORD
God of Israel?

(25) For the LORD has made the Jordan a
border between you and us, you children of
Reuben and children of Gad. You have no part
in the LORD." So your descendants would
make our descendants cease fearing the

LORD.'

The eastern tribes' fear was not just for them,
but for the next generation.

Ephesians 6:4 And you, fathers, do not provoke
your children to wrath, but bring them up in the
training and admonition of the Lord.

Psalms 78:5-7 For He established a testimony
in Jacob, And appointed a law 1n Israel, Which



He commanded our fathers, That they should
make them known to their children; (6) That
the generation to come might know them, The
children who would be born, That they may
arise and declare them to their children, (7)
That they may set their hope in God, And not
forget the works of God, But keep His
commandments;

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 "And these words which I
command you today shall be in your heart. (7)
You shall teach them diligently to your children,

and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie
down, and when you rise up.

(26) Therefore we said, 'Let us now prepare to
build ourselves an altar, not for burnt offering
nor for sacrifice, (27) but that it may be a
witness between you and us and our
generations after us, that we may perform the
service of the LORD before Him with our burnt
offerings, with our sacrifices, and with our
peace offerings; that your descendants may not



say to our descendants in time to come, "You
have no part in the LORD.""'

(29) Far be it from us that we should rebel
against the LORD, and turn from following the
LORD this day, to build an altar for burnt
offerings, for grain offerings, or for sacrifices,
besides the altar of the LORD our God which is
before His tabernacle."

(30) Now when Phinehas the priest and the
rulers of the congregation, the heads of the
divisions of Israel who were with him, heard the
words that the children of Reuben, the children
of Gad, and the children of Manasseh spoke, it
pleased them.

(33) So the thing pleased the children of Israel,
and the children of Israel blessed God; they
spoke no more of going against them 1n battle,

to destroy the land where the children of Reuben
and Gad dwelt.



(34) The children of Reuben and the children of
Gad called the altar, Witness, "For it is a witness
between us that the LORD 1s God."



