
 

Withdrawing Faithfully 

“But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great 
multitude from Galilee followed him, and from Judaea,”—Mark 3:7 
 
“For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the 
Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated 
himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.”—Gal. 2:12 
 
Both verses speak of withdrawing, but for very different reasons. In 
Mark 3:7, Jesus withdrew—not out of fear, compromise, or 
pressure—but out of wisdom and purpose.  He stepped away from 
escalating hostility (Mark 3:6) to continue His mission. His 
withdrawal protected the work of God and allowed ministry to 
expand, as multitudes still followed Him. 
 
In Galatians 2:12, Peter withdrew for the wrong reason.  His 
separation was motivated by fear of men, not faithfulness to truth.  By 
withdrawing from Gentile believers, he compromised the gospel of 
grace and wounded Christian fellowship.  
 
Not all withdrawal is spiritual retreat.  Sometimes stepping back is 
obedience; other times it is compromise.  The motive—faith or fear—
reveals the difference. 
 
Elijah at the Brook Cherith. 
 
1 Kings 17:3–4 -“ Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide 
thyself by the brook Cherith…”  



 
Elijah withdrew at God’s command.  This separation was not 
cowardice but preparation.  At the brook, God sustained him, shaped 
him, and readied him for greater public ministry on Mount Carmel.  
 
Withdrawal in obedience leads to renewed strength and clearer 
purpose. 
 
Peter’s Fearful Separation. 
 
Acts 10:34–35- “Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons…”  
 
Peter knew the truth God had shown him, yet later withdrew from 
Gentile believers in Antioch (Galatians 2). His action contradicted 
his confession.  Paul rebuked him openly because fear-driven 
withdrawal damages the testimony of the gospel. 
 
Withdraw like Jesus—when obedience, wisdom, and mission require 
it. Never withdraw like Peter—when fear of people replaces 
faithfulness to truth.  
 
Ask not “Am I stepping back?” but “Why am I stepping back?” 
 
“The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the 
LORD shall be safe.”—Proverbs 29:25. 
 
May our steps—forward or back—always be governed by faith, not 
fear. 


