




1 Samuel 7:13 (ESV)
13 So the Philistines were subdued and did not again 

enter the territory of Israel. And the hand of the Lord 

was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.





1 Samuel 8:1–3 (ESV)
1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges 

over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn son was Joel, 

and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges 

in Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways 

but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and 

perverted justice.





1 Samuel 8:4–5 (ESV)
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and 

came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said to him, “Behold, 

you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. 

Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the 

nations.”





1 Samuel 8:6–9 (ESV)
6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, 

“Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to 

the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the 

voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they 

have not rejected you, but they have rejected me 

from being king over them. 



8 According to all the deeds that they have done, 

from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to 

this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they 

are also doing to you. 9 Now then, obey their voice; 

only you shall solemnly warn them and show them 

the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”



Genesis 17:15–16 (ESV)
15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, 

you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be 

her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give 

you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 

become nations; kings of peoples shall come from 

her.”



Deuteronomy 17:14 (ESV)
14 “When you come to the land that the Lord your God 

is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and 

then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations 

that are around me,’





1 Samuel 8:19–22a (ESV)
19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. 

And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, 
20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that 

our king may judge us and go out before us and fight 

our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the 

words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of 

the Lord. 22 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey their 

voice and make them a king.”





1 Samuel 9:1–3 (ESV)
1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, 

the son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of 

Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2 And he had 

a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young 

man. There was not a man among the people of 

Israel more handsome than he. From his shoulders 

upward he was taller than any of the people. 3 Now 

the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish 

said to Saul his son, “Take one of the young men with 

you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.”





1 Samuel 9:14–20 (ESV)
14 So they went up to the city. As they were entering 

the city, they saw Samuel coming out toward them on 

his way up to the high place. 15 Now the day before 

Saul came, the Lord had revealed to Samuel: 
16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a man 

from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to 

be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my 

people from the hand of the Philistines. For I have 

seen my people, because their cry has come to me.” 



17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, “Here is 

the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall 

restrain my people.” 18 Then Saul approached Samuel 

in the gate and said, “Tell me where is the house of 

the seer?” 



19 Samuel answered Saul, “I am the seer. Go up 

before me to the high place, for today you shall eat 

with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will 

tell you all that is on your mind. 20 As for your donkeys 

that were lost three days ago, do not set your mind on 

them, for they have been found. And for whom is all 

that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all 

your father’s house?”





1 Samuel 9:17 (ESV)
17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, “Here is 

the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall 

restrain my people.”





1 Samuel 9:21 (ESV)
21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjaminite, from the 

least of the tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the 

humblest of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why 

then have you spoken to me in this way?”

1 Samuel 9:21 (NLT)
21 Saul replied, “But I’m only from the tribe of 

Benjamin, the smallest tribe in Israel, and my family is 

the least important of all the families of that tribe! Why 

are you talking like this to me?”





1 Samuel 9:1 (ESV)
1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, 

the son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of 

Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth.
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