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Isaiah 43:2 ESV “When you pass through the waters, | will be with
you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you...”

DIFFERENT STORMS, DIFFERENT RESPONSES

1 ) The Disciples’ Storm

Mark 4:35-37 ESV On that day, when evening had come, he said to
them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd,
they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats
were with him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling.

A storm of development.

The storm would stretch their faith.

Mark 4:38-41 ESV But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion.
And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we
are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the
sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great
calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no
faith?” 41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another,
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

Some storms are for preparation.

Mark 5:1-2 ESV They came to the other side of the sea, to the
country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the
boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an
unclean spirit.



2 ) Jonah’s Storm

Jonah 1:1-6 ESV Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of
Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out
against it, for their evil has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah rose to
flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa
and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down
into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the
Lord.4 But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a
mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. 5
Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they
hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for
them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had
lain down and was fast asleep. 6 So the captain came and said to him,
“What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps
the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.

A storm of correction.

Jonah 1:11-12 ESV Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you,
that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea grew more and more
tempestuous. 12 He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the
sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for | know it is because of me
that this great tempest has come upon you.”

Sometimes God’s greatest mercy doesn’t look
like mercy at first.

Jonah 1:17 ESV And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up
Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights.

The fish that swallowed Jonah was not sent to
destroy him but to rescue and redirect him.

Jonah 2:1-10 ESV Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the
belly of the fish, “I called out to the Lord, out of my distress, and he
answered me; out of the belly of Sheol | cried, and you heard my
voice. 3 For you cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and



the flood surrounded me; all your breakers and your waves passed
over me. 4 Then | said, ‘l am driven away from your sight; yet | shall
again look upon your holy temple.” 5 The waters closed in over me to
take my life; the deep surrounded me; weeds were wrapped about my
head. 6 To the roots of the mountains | went down, to the land whose
bars closed upon me forever.

Yet you brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God. 7 When my life
was fainting away, | remembered the Lord, and my prayer came to
you, into your holy temple. 8 Those who pay regard to vain idols
forsake their hope of steadfast love. 9 But | with the voice of
thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what | have vowed | will pay. Salvation
belongs to 10 And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out
upon the dry land.

Jonah 3:1-3 ESV Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the
second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call
out against it the message that | tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went
to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord.

Jonah responded to the storm he faced with
fulfilling purpose.

Ask Yourself: Is this storm revealing something
God wants to change in me? And what is this
storm producing in me?



