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We need power not just words.

1 Corinthians 2:3-5 NLT | came to you in weakness—timid and
trembling. And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather
than using clever and persuasive speeches, | relied only on the power
of the Holy Spirit. | did this so you would trust not in human wisdom
but in the power of God.

We need an encounter not just an explanation.

John 9:17 NLT Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who
had been blind and demanded, “What's your opinion about this man
who healed you?” The man replied, “I think he must be a prophet.”

John 9:25 NLT “l don’t know whether he is a sinner,” the man replied.
“But | know this: | was blind, and now | can see!”

We need presence not just practice.

Romans 8:11 Message It stands to reason, doesn’t it, that if the
alive-and-present God who raised Jesus from the dead moves into
your life, he’ll do the same thing in you that he did in Jesus, bringing
you alive to himself? When God lives and breathes in you (and he
does, as surely as he did in Jesus), you are delivered from that dead
life. With his Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive as Christ’s!

Exodus 33:11 NLT The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as
one speaks to a friend.

2 Corinthians 3:16-18 Message Whenever, though, they turn to
face God as Moses did, God removes the veil and there they are—
face-to-face! They suddenly recognize that God is a living, personal



presence, not a piece of chiseled stone. And when God is personally
present, a living Spirit, that old, constricting legislation is recognized
as obsolete. We're free of it! All of us! Nothing between us and God,
our faces shining with the brightness of his face. And so we are
transfigured much like the Messiah, our lives gradually becoming
brighter and more beautiful as God enters our lives and we become
like him.

OUT OF THE ORDINARY

Exodus 3:1-5 NLT One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-
in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the flock far into the
wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God. There the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush.
Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames,
it didn’t burn up. “This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t
that bush burning up? | must go see it.” When the Lord saw Moses
coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of the
bush, “Moses! Moses!” “Here | am!” Moses replied. “Do not come
any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are
standing on holy ground.

1) Who am |I?

Exodus 3:11-12 NLT But Moses protested to God, “Who am | to
appear before Pharaoh? Who am | to lead the people of Israel out of
Egypt?” God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your sign that |
am the one who has sent you: When you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you will worship God at this very mountain.”

Overcome condemnation.

Titus 3:4-5 NLT But—When God our Savior revealed his kindness and
love, he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new
birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.

2 ) Who are you?

Exodus 3:13-14 NLT But Moses protested, “If | go to the people of



Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’
they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should | tell them?”
God replied to Moses, “l am who | am. Say this to the people of Israel:
| am has sent me to you.”

Overcome doubt.

Jeremiah 32:17 NASB Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the
heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched
arm! Nothing is too difficult for You.

3 ) What if they?

Exodus 4:1 NLT But Moses protested again, “What if they won't
believe me or listen to me? What if they say, ‘The Lord never appeared
to you'?”

Overcome fear.

Romans 1:16 NLT For | am not ashamed of this Good News about
Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—
the Jew first and also the Gentile.

4 ) | have never.

Exodus 4:10 NLT But Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I'm not
very good with words. | never have been, and I'm not now, even
though you have spoken to me. | get tongue-tied, and my words get
tangled.”

Overcome reluctance.

Hebrews 11:6 NLT And it is impossible to please God without faith.
Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and
that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.



