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1 Samuel 8:1-5:

When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over
Israel. 2The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name
of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 Yet his
sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They
took bribes and perverted justice. * Then all the elders of Israel
gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah > and said to
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1 Samuel 8:6-9¢sv

But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a
king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the LorD. 7 And the
LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that
they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have
rejected me from being king over them. € According to all the
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Spiritual Formation is driven by more
information...
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Romans 12:2:

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
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It’s not just refusing the world,

MADE 'TO 'BE ‘DIFFERENT MADE/7 . SR A R DIFFERENT



The church too, is rightly described as a display
people, a showcase to the world, of how being in
covenant with Yahweh changes a people.

- Paul House
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God’s people are meant to be
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the spirits work of conforming us to Christ...

the world’s quiet work of conforming us to

- itself
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Proverbs 16:25nv

There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is
the way of death.
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Israel didn’t reject God;
they just didn’t like the way He did
things.
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We don’t like God’s way
because we can’t see it.
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What matters most to God is what
we become, not what we
accomplish.
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Internal formation always
precedes external fruit.
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Judges 2:7,10wu

’And the Israelites served the LORD throughout the
lifetime of Joshua and the leaders who outlived

him—those who had seen all the great things the
LORD had done for Israel.

2

-10 After. that :generation died, generation
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Judges 2:16-17w

16 Then the LoRD raised up judges to rescue the
Israelites from their attackers. 1/ Yet Israel did not listen
to the judges but prostituted themselves by worshiping
other gods. How quickly they turned away from the
- path of their ancestors, who had walked in obedience
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Judges 2:18-19wx

13 \Whenever the LORD raised up a judge over Israel, he was
with that judge and rescued the people from their enemies
throughout the judge’s lifetime. For the LORD took pity on his
people, who were burdened by oppression and suffering.
19 But when the judge died, the people returned to their
corrupt ways, behaving worse than those who had lived
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Who is your King?
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Internal spiritual formation is not always seen
on the surface, but it’s always revealed over
time.
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1 Samuel 8:7-9ur

And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in
all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but
they have rejected me from being king over them.  According
to all the deeds that they have done, from the day | brought
them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and
- serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. ° Now then,
‘their- voice; only- you -shall -solemnly warn- them-and -
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1 Samuel 8:10-13:

So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who
were asking for a king from him. ! He said, “These will be the
ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your
sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen
and to run before his chariots. 2 And he will appoint for
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1 Samuel 8:14-17¢

He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive
orchards and give them to his servants. > He will take the
tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his
officers and to his servants. t® He will take your male servants
and female servants and the best of your young men and
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Colossians 2:13-15wur

You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful
nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with
Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of
the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the
cross. > In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and
~authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over
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