Advent in Isaiah

The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb

Isaiah 11:1-16

Passages

“11 There shall come forth a shoot from the
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall
bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest
upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide
disputes by what his ears hear, % but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill
the wicked.> Righteousness shall be the belt of his
waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the young
goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened
calf together; and a little child shall lead them.
7The cow and the bear shall graze;

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on
the adder's den.? They shall not hurt or destroy

in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea. °In that day the root of Jesse, who shall
stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be
glorious. 1t In that day the Lord will extend his
hand yet a second time to recover the remnant
that remains of his people, from Assyria, from
Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam,
from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the
coastlands of the sea. 2He will raise a signal for
the nations and will assemble the banished of
Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah

from the four corners of the earth.
13The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart,

and those who harass Judah shall be cut off;

Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah,

and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.
14 But they shall swoop down on the shoulder of
the Philistines in the west, and together they shall
plunder the people of the east.
They shall put out their hand against Edom
and Moab, and the Ammonites shall obey
them.?> And the Lord will utterly destroy

the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, and will wave his
hand over the River with his scorching breath,
and strike it into seven channels, and he will lead
people across in sandals.'® And there will be a
highway from Assyria for the remnant that
remains of his people, as there was for Israel when
they came up from the land of Egypt."”

Isaiah 11:1-16 (ESV)

More of God’s truth all week long at the
“Renewal Church Denver” app or “St. John’s
Denver” app in your app store.

Start Talking: Find an announcement or mission for your group. (15 Min)
e Advent by Candlelight December 5th
e Family Christmas Movie Night December 16" 6:30 St. Johns.

e Asyou reflect on last weekend’s sermon, what one principle of or
insight stands out as being particularly helpful, insightful, or difficult
to grasp?

Head: Start Thinking about the Text. Ask a question to get your group
thinking. (10 Min)

e Read Isaiah 11:1-16, what are the images that are used in this text to
bring peace?

e How is the new heaven new earth a fulfillment of the promises in
Isaiah 11:6-7? Read Revelation 21:1-7

Heart: Start Sharing how the Text is shaping our beliefs. Choose a
question to create openness. (10 Min)

e What images come to mind when you think of peace besides the wolf
lying with the lamb? What is one that would fit into our context
today?

e How does Jesus bring you Peace? Between you and your neighbors,
family, rivals, or in your heart?

Hands : Start living the Text. Commit to believing or obeying the text
this week. (10 Min)

e Who is someone you should make peace with?

e |nvite someone to your home for the holidays that might not have a
place to go, share God’s peace with them.

Start Praying. Be bold and pray with power. (15 Min)

e  For suggestions on structuring prayer time, see the Group Prayer
Ideas page in this packet.

Trios: Split into same-gender groups of three. Pick a question. (15 Min)

1. Who is one non-believer or someone without a church home that you
need to reach out to this week?

2. What kind of conversations are you having with people you are
reaching out to?

Is there anything God is leading you to repent of?

What's a passage of scripture that has impacted you this week? Read
it to the group and explain why.

5. What's something you’d like someone else to check in with you about
this week?

6. Pray for one another.



