
The Ten Commandments 
Study Guide


The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5


The very words of the commandments speak of the AUTHORITY that they bear. 

The first four commandments deal directly with our relationship with God; The last six with our 
relationship with our fellow man. 

God’s purpose in these is not to make your life miserable!  
Careful examination will reveal the Love of God for mankind that he has and that such love that 
is missing in us. Also we will come to learn that without this perfect and holy law we would not 
know sin and thus never come to the place where we believe that hell is sin’s wages and in 
Christ is God’s mercy. 

Also know this: Everything in life goes back to one or more of these commandments!


1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

1. Only ONE God, ONE __________________________. (Isaiah 45:5)

2. Establishes the ________________________ of God. It guards the unity of the Trinity or 

Godhead; it aims to protect man from the horrible traps of polytheism which has 
shackled nations in darkness, such as India. 


2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments.

1. No ____________ to God; God is a Spirit (Jn 4:24); God is Invisible (Rm 1:20, 1 Tim 1:17)

2. Establishes the sacredness of the ______________________ of God. A Spirit is invisible. 

This aim is to protect man from idolatry and it’s judgments (Romans 1:21-28)

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold 

him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

1. The _____________________________. Far above (Eph. 1:21-22); Above every name (Phil 

2:9); NONE other name (Acts 4:12) name of God is Blasphemed (Rm 2:24)

2. Establishes the sacredness of the ___________________ We are made in the very image 

of God; he aims to keep us from the judgment of God for blasphemy and sacrilege. 

4. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy 

work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD 
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

1. The __________, for Man, from his labor, and to remember/honor God (Mk 2:27)

2. Establishes the sacredness of the ______________. This is a Ceremonial commandment, 

guarding God’s day and protects man from total secularism and materialism. In the 
Church age it is the Lord’s day, Sunday. America used to have “Blue laws” for Sunday 
where businesses were closed and no liquor was sold on Sundays. Many believers 
merely keep the “Lord’s hour” in the Laodicean age, not even the Lord’s day. 


3. Example of the SCOPE of the law going beyond the very statement. This implies that 
God does expect man to work, and that 6 days of work is not unreasonable, yet man 
must rest. God is quickly forgotten through our work if we are careless here. The Bible 
also clearly declares laziness/slothfulness to be a sin. (1 Tim 5:8; 2 Thess 3:10; Prv)




5. Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee.

1. ______________________. Our rebellious hearts are in great need of our willing 

submission to godly authority. Matthew 5:14; Eph. 6:1-2

2. Establishes the sacredness of the _________, protecting parents from disrespect and 

children from delinquency and judgment. The family is the bedrock of society. This 
commandment is given 1st in regards to man for this very reason!


6. Thou shalt not kill.

1. ____________. The 6th commandment, #6 being the number of man, and it is verse 13 

of this chapter, the # of rebellion. Man’s rebellion to God brought/brings death. Gen4

2. Establishes the sacredness of ________. In any place in history where God’s Gospel has 

not been published or obeyed there is little regard to other’s lives! This is why abortion 
and other murders have become the norm and are increasing rapidly in America. 


7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

1. The ________________________. (Leviticus 20:10; Proverbs 6:22)

2. Establishes the sacredness of ______________________. God wants our families 

guarded from unfaithfulness and destruction. Nothing destroys a home like this!

8. Thou shalt not steal.


1. ____________. Cause to take God’s name in vain (Proverbs 30:9); rather work (Eph 4:28)

2. Establishes the sacredness of ______________________________. This protects mankind 

from theft and loss. A major doctrine of socialism is to prohibit the average citizen from 
ownership of private property: all is for the greater good of society; this is Satanic. 


9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

1. ______________ To denigrate one’s character (Proverbs 10:18)

2. Establishes the sacredness of ________________________. (Proverbs 22:1) a good name


10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor 
his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 
neighbour's.

1. ___________________________. Wrongfully desiring something, or desire something 

which God does not want you to have. Also called Inordinate Affection (Col 3:5); 

2. Establishes the sacredness of ________________________________. God wants to 

protect our hearts from lust. We have to LEARN to be content (Phil 4:11); it guards us 
from the love of money which is the root of all evil (1 Tim 6)


If we honestly look into this Mirror of God’s holy law, we can clearly see that we are not good 
but that God is only good and wants the best for us. Anyone who can say that, in light of this 
knowledge, they are a good person is blinded and cannot see. (John 9:40-41) The rich young 
ruler of Matthew 19 was one such person; but there are millions more. 


Nowhere does the Bible teach us that keeping, or trying our best to keep, the Ten 
Commandments, or any other laws, will make us acceptable to God and allow us entrance into 
heaven. But they are Holy, and Just, and Good. And they are God’s SCHOOLMASTER 
(Galatians 3)! 



