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Paul Before
the Areopagus
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Paul enters an intellectual
climate defined by a relentless
love of knowledge and

entrenched philosophical camps.

The Athenian Climate

The Athenian love of knowledge

was widely known (Acts 17:21-22).

Paul’s challenge in the Agora was
not merely religious, but deeply
philosophical, requiring him to
navigate two dominant, deeply

entrenched worldviews.

Epicureans

- Seekers of the

) |lhappy life through
the active removal
of obstacles.

Adherents of
divine order

and internal

determinism.




Two dominant philosophies controlled the Athenian framework for life, death, and the divine.
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Tléeologlcal | The Epicureans (Est. 307BC) ||  The Stoics (Est. 320 BC)
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The world is one huge
continuum; recurrent cycles

The removal of obstacles
to a happy life; controlling

Foundational

A Principle | inevitable pain; the @) of fire with one primeval @
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’ The fear of death is o %o % Strong adherents to
View of unnecessary because man - ' determinism; strict doctrines
Fate & Death is fundamentally madeup ~ °-%§ of necessity, fate, and the
of atoms only.
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certainty of the future.

4'<

s —— i e . ——— —
P = B —— e — e — S B — g — — -




Physical idols reveal an innate, yet fallen, human desire for dependence on the divine.
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Innate Desire '

The presence of idols proves
a profound desire for worship.
It demonstrates a human
proclivity for dependence
on something outside and
greater than oneself.

S 4227 worship fundamentally bothers him.

| Diagnostic O

(Acts 17:16, 22)

Paul is infuriated. He sees they are
seeking, yet remain so far away. False
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Admission of
Fallenness

The internal idea of
“something greater” acts as a
profound admission of human

I incompleteness and fallenness.
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Paul captures goodwill using a calculated, ambiguous compliment regarding their devotion.

. Actsi17:22

| The Positive Angle

l Translated as “Devout.” This functions

- as a captatio (the technical rhetorical

i term for a laudatory introduction). He

acknowledges their genuine
devotion to an object of worship. J
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~ The Rhetorical Hook: This backhanded compliment plaj}s on\\ambiguity, allowing
Paul to critique their system while simultaneously earning the right to be heard.




Cultural competence and doctrinal astuteness

intersect at the “Unknown God.”

' Athenian
Culture
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y « Altars dedicated to The Point
/// unknown gods of Contact
nttiudeotan [ Wiatwchaein
active seeker truth found directly
{l\ - Existing philosophical in'their own
W\ literature detailing HIEratUE 0
establish common

W\ humanity’s origins
A by=ons ground.
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Doctrine

» God as the singular
Creator

« Humanity made
purposefully in the
image of the Divine
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Acts 17:24-31
Striking the Epicureans Striking the Stoics

Counters Materialism. God is not distant; He Counters Pantheism. Because God created
created man as His offspring for the express us in His image, He cannot be conjured up
purpose of finding Him, refuting the idea of | =Y , in our imaginations or contained within a
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mere atoms and lack of divine providence. : a e T = recurrent material continuum.
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Paul’s Doctrine

God is the Creator of
the world and utterly
independent of
humanity.

IMEAPAREIS TN S NIRRT I RE RN

LA EER AT L e bl Al L1l LR L] B Ad Pl Bl SN LU L L8

2 SL O o U8 Y NN N Y 06
T L0 T B o N T LN O A ST N O R

SENFR S O W O e i e 0 T 0 e N OSI w aS C 3 - LS U I O 00N 0 R G0 O 0 00y W N Y A 0t R g NS ] S P S 0 50 0 (30 A T D SO 8 s (G A D A T M
LN U LR L D VA Ll TR L DL LR L U LU L L L L LU VL B LU L LT L 1S




RITNINUDIUIME S O SN IR EEF IR IDY aENEInaNY . \
: Ry 3w b A I B8 fN IR AN &N piivs == E WA AT A i R8I P AR DRSS ANMIE I NAE I It UESS IASSUNID PHSANTIGERTIsNES \

The argument escalates from the patience
of the Creator to the demand of the Judge.
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2. Purpose
- Humanity was
1. Creation designed expressly to
God created ~ seek and find Him.
|+ humanity in .
His image.
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| The Resurrectlon actsas a hlstorlcal 1nﬂect10n point that unites and separates all men.

Acts 17:32-34
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The Areopagus encounter provides a paradigm for cultural
engagement in a pluralistic society.

- - - - : — - - —— - — - . BY [ :
s = ~ DIy * PSR S SR e/ R - e A e e !
3

= £
PR T B SN ——S S VR ' A e ———— . a——————— " — e N W i e s . T T et ). et i M o et SRS il e V. e
b |
Syl

won)

2. Connect

Find the “Unknown God.” ,
Leverage cultural competence
to build bridges using their

own literature, values, and
vocabulary.

Diagnose the culture.
Recognize false worship not
merely as error, but as an innate,
fallen desire for the Divine that
should break our hearts.

/ 4. Confront

Drive to the inflection point.
Do not endlessly debate £
systems; demand a response to
the historical reality of the
Resurrection. Sarare

3. Contrast

Apply doctrinal astuteness.
Present God accurately in ways
that surgically dismantle the
specific false philosophies of
the audience.
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