Summary

In this sermon on Luke 15:11-32, the pastor explores the parable of the prodigal son through the lens of
"Loving the Unlovable." The younger son's departure from home is painted as a picture of selfishness,
entitlement, and rebellion, all of which ultimately lead him to a place of desperation and rock bottom. Yet
when he "comes to himself" and turns back toward his Father, He is met not with judgment but with a
running, embracing, celebrating Father who represents the heart of God toward every wayward person.
The sermon also examines the older brother, who stayed home but harbored bitterness and self-pity,
revealing that a person can be physically present yet spiritually distant from the Father's heart. The pastor
challenges the congregation to reflect on how God's love is not based on what we deserve but on what we
need, and that receiving that love should compel us to extend the same grace to others, even those we find
difficult or unlovable. Drawing from 1 John and Matthew 5, the message closes with a call to mature,

Christlike love that mirrors the Father's redemptive heart toward all people.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful that You are a God who loves the unlovable. Before
we open Your Word together, we ask that You would soften our hearts and open our eyes. Remove any
pride, bitterness, or distraction that might keep us from hearing what You want to say to each of us
personally. Let this time together be more than a discussion. Let it be a moment where Your Spirit moves,
convicts, encourages, and transforms us. We trust You to lead this conversation and to meet each person

right where they are. In Jesus' name, amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one thing you were convinced you were missing out on as a kid, and when you finally got it, did

it live up to the hype?

Key Verses

e Luke 15:11-32
e John 3:16
e Matthew 5:43-48



e James 4:8
e 1John 3:10
e 1John 3:15
e 1John 4:8
e 1 John 4:20

Questions

¢ The pastor described the younger son using words like ungrateful, entitled, rebellious, and self-
centered. Which of those traits do you think is most common in our culture today, and why?

e The younger son "came to himself" after hitting rock bottom. Have you ever experienced a moment
like that, where the fog lifted and you saw your situation clearly? What did that turning point feel
like?

¢ The Father in the parable saw His son "when He was still a great way off" and ran to meet Him
(Luke 15:20, ESV). What does that image tell us about how God responds when we turn back to
Him?

e The Father restored the son with a robe, a ring, and sandals, and then threw a celebration. Why do
you think God responds to repentance with such extravagance rather than simply saying "you're
forgiven, now behave"?

e The older brother stayed home but was just as lost in his own way. In what ways can someone be
physically present in church or in faith but still have a heart that is far from the Father?

e The pastor said, "God doesn't love us because we deserve it. He loves us because we need it." How
does that statement change the way you think about your own worth and identity?

e Matthew 5:44 (ESV) calls us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. Who in your
life is hardest to love right now, and what would it look like to take one step toward loving them the
way God loves you?

e First John 4:20 (ESV) says that if someone claims to love God but hates His brother, He is a liar.
That is a strong statement. How does our love for the people around us serve as a real-world test of

our love for God?

Life Application

This week, identify one person in your life who feels difficult or even impossible to love right now. It
could be a family member, a coworker, a neighbor, or even someone from your past. Commit to praying

for that person every day this week, asking God to give you His eyes for them. Then take one small,



practical step to show them kindness or grace, not because they deserve it, but because God showed you

the same love when you did not deserve it either.

Key Takeaways

e Sin is costly and deceptive. It promises freedom and fulfillment but leads to emptiness, isolation,
and a life far from home. The prodigal son's journey is a picture of what happens when we chase
identity and meaning apart from God.

¢ Repentance begins with honesty. Coming to ourselves, as the prodigal did, means taking personal
responsibility rather than blaming others, and it is the first step back toward the Father.

¢ God's love is not based on our worthiness but on our need. He runs toward us in grace and mercy,
restoring us fully to sonship rather than simply tolerating our return.

¢ Staying close to God physically or religiously does not guarantee a heart aligned with His. The
older brother's bitterness shows that we can miss the Father's love even while living under His roof.

¢ Our love for others is the clearest measure of our love for God. First John 4:20 (ESV) makes it

plain: we cannot claim to love a God we cannot see while refusing to love the people we can see.

Ending Prayer

Father, thank You for being the kind of God who runs toward us. Thank You that Your love is not
something we earn but something You freely give because of who You are. As we leave this discussion,
help us carry the weight of what we have talked about into our everyday lives. Where there is bitterness,
bring healing. Where there is pride, bring humility. Where there are people in our lives who feel
unlovable, give us Your eyes to see them the way You see them. And for anyone in this group who is still
far from home, may today be the day they turn and find You already running toward them. We love You,

and we want to love others the way You have loved us. In Jesus' name, amen.



