Summary

In this sermon delivered around the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, the pastor
draws a direct connection between America's founding principles and the Christian faith. He walks
through key passages from the Declaration of Independence, highlighting how the founders appealed to
"the laws of nature and nature's God" as the foundation for liberty. He emphasizes that the freedoms
Americans enjoy were not granted by government but by the Creator, and that the nation's strength has
always been rooted in biblical principles. The pastor also connects national liberty to spiritual liberty,
drawing from Galatians 5:1 and 5:13 to show that true freedom in Christ is not a license for selfishness
but a call to love and serve others. He warns that as America drifts from God, the consequences will grow
more severe, and He calls believers to humble themselves, pray, and return to the Lord, citing 2

Chronicles 7:14 as both a warning and a promise for national healing.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful for the freedoms You have given us, both in Christ
and as a nation. As we open Your Word together, we ask that You soften our hearts and open our minds to
what You want to speak to each of us today. Remove any distractions, any pride, and any preconceived
ideas that might keep us from hearing Your voice clearly. Let this time together draw us closer to You and
to one another. We trust You to lead this conversation and to do something meaningful in each of our

lives. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one of your favorite memories or traditions from celebrating the Fourth of July?

Key Verses

Galatians 5:1
Galatians 5:13

2 Chronicles 7:14
2 Peter 2:19
Leviticus 25:10



Questions

e The pastor emphasized that our liberties come from the Creator, not from government. How does
believing that rights are God-given change the way you think about freedom and responsibility?

e Galatians 5:1 (ESV) says, 'For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery. What are some modern-day 'yokes of bondage' that Christians
can fall back into, even after experiencing freedom in Christ?

¢ Galatians 5:13 (ESV) says we are called to freedom, but warns us not to use that freedom 'as an
opportunity for the flesh." Where do you see the line between genuine freedom and using freedom
as an excuse for sin?

e The pastor quoted 2 Chronicles 7:14 (ESV): 'If my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land." What does it look like practically for believers
to fulfill the conditions of this verse today?

e Several of America's founders believed that civil government and Christian principles were
inseparably connected. Do you agree or disagree with that idea? How should Christians engage
with government and politics today?

¢ The pastor said that true liberty is not the freedom to do whatever you want, but the freedom to do
what is right. How does that definition of liberty challenge or shape the way you live your daily
life?

e The sermon warned that when a nation forgets God, it begins to lose the very freedoms it once
celebrated. Where do you see evidence of this in our culture today, and what is the church's role in
responding to it?

¢ The pastor called believers to return to God and not to "sell out" the nation's founding values. What
is one specific way you feel personally called to stand firm in your faith and contribute to spiritual

renewal in your community?

Life Application

This week, take time to read through the Declaration of Independence and identify at least two or three
principles that connect to your Christian faith. Then spend five to ten minutes each day praying
specifically for spiritual revival in America, using 2 Chronicles 7:14 (ESV) as your guide. Ask God to
show you one area of your own life where you need to humble yourself and turn back to Him, and take a

concrete step in that direction before the week is over.



Key Takeaways

e True liberty, both in Christ and as a nation, comes from God alone and cannot be legitimately
granted or permanently removed by any human government.

¢ Freedom in Christ is not a license for self-indulgence. According to Galatians 5:13 (ESV), we are
called to use our freedom to love and serve one another.

e America's founding documents were rooted in the belief that the laws of nature and the God of
Scripture are the highest authority above all human law.

¢ When a nation drifts from God, it invites increasing consequences. The cup of God's patience is not
unlimited, and the call to return to Him is urgent.

e The promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14 (ESV) offers hope for national healing, but it comes with a

condition: God's people must humble themselves, pray, seek His face, and turn from sin.

Ending Prayer

Lord, we thank You for this time together and for the truth of Your Word that never changes. We are
grateful for the freedom we have in Christ and for the nation we call home. Forgive us for the times we
have taken these gifts for granted or used our freedom for selfish purposes. We humble ourselves before
You now and ask that You would heal our hearts, our families, and our land. Stir in each of us a deeper
commitment to stand firm in the liberty You have given us, to serve others in love, and to be people who
seek Your face. May we leave this place not just informed but transformed, ready to be the light our
communities and our nation so desperately need. We trust You, Lord, and we ask all of this in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.



