Summary

In this sermon drawn from Malachi 2:13-16, the pastor delivers a direct challenge to believers about the
state of the family and its connection to the broader health of the church and nation. He argues that
genuine revival in America cannot happen until revival begins in individual hearts and homes. Using the
imagery of a disconnected lamp, he illustrates how the church has lost its power because families have
drifted from God, and He calls husbands, wives, and parents to take personal responsibility rather than
blaming outside institutions. The pastor walks through a series of practical questions about what families
are truly prioritizing, including education, careers, athletics, entertainment, and social media, and
challenges parents to put God first in all of these areas. He emphasizes that children learn more from what
they see than what they are told, making the example set at home the most powerful form of discipleship.
The sermon closes with an urgent call to action, reminding the congregation that time is short and that

change must begin now, starting in the home.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today as a group of people who want to grow. We ask that You
open our hearts and minds to what You want to speak to us through this time together. Remove any pride
or defensiveness that might keep us from hearing Your truth. Give us the courage to be honest with one
another and with ourselves. Lord, we know that real change starts from the inside out, and we invite You
to do that work in each of us today. May this discussion be guided by Your Spirit and may we leave here

with a clearer sense of what You are calling us to do in our homes and families. In Jesus name, amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one tradition or habit from your childhood home that you have carried into your adult life, and

why does it stick with you?

Key Verses

e Malachi 2:13-16
e Ephesians 5

e James 1:5



e Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Questions

e The pastor says that revival in the church will not happen until revival happens in the home. Do you
agree with that idea? Why or why not?

e Malachi 2:14 describes marriage as a covenant witnessed by God. How does viewing marriage as a
covenant rather than a contract change the way you approach conflict or difficulty in a relationship?

e The sermon mentions that children tend to follow what their parents do more than what their
parents say. Can you think of a value or habit, good or bad, that you picked up simply by watching
someone in your home growing up?

e The pastor lists several things that can quietly replace God as the top priority in a family, such as
careers, athletics, material possessions, and entertainment. Which of these do you think is the most
common temptation for families today, and why?

e He describes a 'disconnect' where Christians publicly call for America to return to God while
privately not practicing prayer or Bible reading at home. How can we close that gap between our
public convictions and our private habits?

e The sermon emphasizes that parents are primarily responsible for the spiritual education of their
children, not schools or churches. What does that responsibility look like practically in a busy
modern household?

¢ The pastor talks about the importance of having trusted people around you who will speak honestly
into your relationships and decisions. Do you have people like that in your life? What makes it hard
to invite that kind of accountability?

¢ Whether or not you have children, the sermon reminds us that someone is always watching our

example. How does knowing that change the way you think about your daily choices and habits?

Life Application

This week, identify one specific area in your home or family life where God has not been given first
place. It might be how you spend your evenings, how you handle conflict, whether you pray together, or
how you talk about God with the people you live with. Take one concrete step to change that this week,

and ask someone in this group to check in with you about it before your next meeting.



Key Takeaways

¢ Revival in the church and in the nation must begin with revival in individual homes. Praying for
change everywhere else while ignoring what needs to change at home is a disconnect that
undermines everything.

e Marriage is a covenant established by God, not simply a social arrangement. Covenant love looks
for a way to fix problems rather than a way out, and it reflects the relationship between Christ and
the church.

e Parents are the primary spiritual educators of their children. What children see modeled at home
will shape their values and beliefs far more than what they hear in a classroom or even a church
service.

o Putting anything, whether a career, athletics, entertainment, or even family itself, above God creates
an idol that will eventually cost you the very things you were trying to protect.

¢ Change requires personal responsibility. Rather than blaming outside institutions, each person must

ask God what needs to change in their own heart and home, and then act on the answer.

Ending Prayer

Lord, we thank You for the time we have had together today to wrestle with these important truths. We
confess that we have not always made You first in our homes, our relationships, and our daily lives. We
ask for Your forgiveness and Your grace to do better. Give each person here the courage to go home and
make one real change. Strengthen marriages that are struggling, encourage parents who feel
overwhelmed, and remind every single person in this room that they are not alone in this. You are with us,
You are for us, and Your plan for the family is good. May the revival we long to see in our world begin

right here, in our own hearts and homes. In Jesus name, amen.



