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The Foundation 
Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise  

wisdom and discipline.  Proverbs 1.7 
 

The great news is that Jesus can forgive our sin and transform us into a new 
person. 
-  Wisdom is skilled LIVING and being in alignment with what God says about 
 the way life works. 
 

-  While the OT book of Proverbs doesn’t reference HOW God instructs people, 
 it does reference  WHOM  God instructs.  
 

“So, a proverb is a little model of reality, a little verbal representation of some 
aspect of our daily lives. And by picking a proverb up and turning it over and 
over and looking at it from all angles, we can see something about our lives 
before we step out into the actual reality. The world says, live and learn. God is 
saying, learn and live.”     Bruce Waltke 
 

Proverbs 1.1-7 
1. The  PURPOSE  of wisdom (vs. 2,3) 

2. Wisdom can be  GIVEN  to the simple and the young. (v. 4) 

3. The wise do this. (vs. 5,6) (Search for wisdom)        

4. The foundation of wisdom. (v.7a)  

5. The attitude of fools. (v.7b) 
 

Proverbs 10:16  The earnings of the godly enhance their lives, but evil people 
squander their money on sin. 
Proverbs 11:24  Give freely and become more wealthy; be stingy  and  lose  
everything.  
Proverbs 21.20  The wise have wealth and luxury, but fools spend whatever 
they get. 
 

The more we know God, the more wisdom we’ll have to make wise choices 
that will (over time) serve us well. God offers us wise character as we align 
OUR WILL to HIS WILL. 



 Matthew 7.24-27  Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, 

like a person who builds a house on solid rock.  25 Though the rain comes in 

torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it 

won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock.26 But anyone who hears my 

teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on 

sand.  27 When the rains and floods come, and the winds beat against that 

house, it will collapse with a mighty crash. 
 

A fool doesn’t like authority because of their pride. Here’s a sample of what 
Proverbs says about the proud: 

- Proverbs 13.10  Pride leads to conflict; those who take advice are wise. 
- Proverbs 16.18  Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall. 
 

Proverbs also has something to say about the humble. One of many verses: 

- Proverbs 11.2  Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 
 

Four Facts About Wisdom 

1. Wisdom is  ACCESSIBLE,  therefore, ask for it.  

James 1.5  If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and He will give it to 
you. He will not rebuke you for asking. 

 
2. Acquiring wisdom is the wisest thing anyone can do. 

Proverbs 4.7 Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do! And whatever 
else you do, develop good judgment. 

 
3. Wisdom in life brings  JOY  to the lives of others. Especially parents. 

Proverbs 10.1  The proverbs of Solomon: A wise child brings joy to a father; 
a foolish child brings grief to a mother. 

4. Wisdom is the starting point for decision making all throughout life. 

Proverbs 3.5,6  Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your 
own understanding. 6 Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you 
which path to take. 

 

Dear God, I come to You in the Name of Jesus. I admit that I am not right with 
You, and I want to be right with You. I ask You to forgive me of all my sins. 
The Bible says if I confess with my mouth that “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in 
my heart  that  God raised  Him from the dead, I will  be saved  (Romans 
10:9).  I believe with my heart, I repent of my sins, and confess with my 
mouth that Jesus is the Lord and Savior of my life. In Jesus’ Name I pray. 


