
The Church of Jesus Christ had an amazing start 2,000 years ago in the ancient city of 
Jerusalem. The story is told in Acts 2. Jesus had returned to Heaven after His resurrection. 
The disciples knew, because Jesus had told them, that they were supposed to get busy 
sharing the Gospel and building this thing that Christ called, “My Church.” It was to be His 
worldwide movement to save people everywhere from sin and death, as well as provide 
them with a beautiful relationship with God and an eternal destiny in Heaven. However, 
the disciples weren’t exactly sure what Jesus’ Church was supposed to look like or how 
to get it started. So, 120 of the early followers of Christ met to pray (Acts 1:12-14) until 
God answered and showed them exactly what Jesus wanted His Church to be all about 
by sending the Holy Spirit to lead them. Under the Spirit’s guidance, Peter preached 
a miraculous evangelistic sermon that saw 3,000 people commit their lives to the Lord 
Jesus as their God and Savior (Acts 2:14-41). It was at that moment that the Church 
began and started meeting together to do what the Lord wanted His Church to do. Their 
priorities, actions & behaviors from that ancient time serve as our modern model for “doing 
church … Jesus’ way” today. As we study Acts 2:41-47, we’ll pay particular attention to 
the huge importance of small groups in the lives of Jesus’ followers, both then and now. 

THE FOUNDATIONAL PATTERN
1. (v.41) They blatantly committed ... 

2. (v.42) They soaked up the ...

3. (v.42) They opened their hearts to each other like ...

4. (v.42) They never lost sight of Jesus’ death to ...

5. (v.42) They moved Jesus’ Church ...

6. (v.44-45) They took “big time” ...

7. (v.46) They were constantly ... 

8. (v.47) They mightily ... 

THE FANTASTIC RESULTS
1. (v.43) The Presence of God was …   

2. (vv.44-45) Their natural selfishness turned into …

3. (v.46) They experienced unparalleled … 

4. (v.46) They became …   

5. (v.46) They grew and grew in true … 

6. (v.47) They built astounding rapport with & testimony to …  

THE FORUMS FOR GATHERING
1. (v.46) “Big” Church 

2. (v.46) “Little” Church 

THE FACTS ON SMALL GROUPS

1. Small Groups are a priority with God so … they need to be a priority with us. 

2. Small Groups provide a place to … love and be loved. 

3. Small Groups help new people … feel like they belong. 

4. Small Groups are where we find the support we need to …

FOR THOUGHT & TALK
In your small group take 5-10 minutes to review the main points of Pastor John’s message. Discuss the 

following questions, taking your time as the Spirit leads, realizing you don’t have to cover them all.

1. Read aloud Acts 2:41-47 in a couple of different versions. If you’re reading this, then 
probably you are already in a small group. Congratulations! So, let’s start the discussion 
with this question: What are some of the things about the people in your small group that you 
appreciate and admire? Talk about the group as a whole, but also some of the individuals in 
it. This is truly a great opportunity to encourage one another. 
2. Take a look at the eight things PJ drew out from Acts 2:41-47. What makes each one of 
these items so crucial to the ultimate success of being the Church that Jesus wants us to 
be at NCFF? What can you and your small group do to help these qualities become more 
present in the character and conduct of NCFF?  What has God taught you about Himself 
through your small group?
3. When God drew up His plans for Jesus’ Church, He wisely saw that His children needed 
to gather in a larger setting (Big Church) and a smaller setting (Little Church) in order to 
become fully devoted followers of Jesus. What are the blessings and benefits that each 
of these two venues provide in terms of our walk with Christ? Why are both essential to 
following Jesus? 
4. One of the most important things NCFF needs to do in 2022 is grow our small group 
ministry. Pastor Joe Ballard has been tasked with this assignment and he is super excited 
to lead it. What are some things you can do for Joe in this leadership role that will help him 
help you, and your group, to spiritually succeed? How might you be able to help Joe get 
more groups started in the next few months? 
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