
November 20th, 2016 
 

John 3:1-15 
 
  1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 
do unless God is with him.”  3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”  4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother's womb and be born?”  5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.  7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its 
sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you 
do not understand these things?  11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we 
have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.  12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things?  13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, 
the Son of Man.  14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

John 3:1-15 ESV 
 
A. Let us be careful to think hard about these things, to open our hearts, ponder them, and allow God to change us.  

 
1 Peter 1:3-5: 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you…” 
 
Then in vss. 10 and 12 
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched 
and inquired carefully… these are things into which angels long to look.” 
 

B. Jesus knows what is in people’s hearts 
 

John 2:23-25: 
 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the 
signs that he was doing.  24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all 
people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 

 

C. The mystery of the New Birth 
 

a. Born of Water and the Spirit  
 

Ezekiel 36:25-27: 
“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from 
all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 
you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will 
put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” 
 

b. The New Birth also means that we have to start over 
 
c. Our radical dependence on God  

 
From Invictus: 
Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the pit from pole to pole,  
I thank whatever gods may be  
For my unconquerable soul.  

 
It matters not how strait the gate,  
How charged with punishments the scroll,  
I am the master of my fate,  
I am the captain of my soul. 
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d. How we are born again  
 

Numbers 21:4-9: 
“From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And 
the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we loathe this worthless food.” Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, 
that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to 
Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, 
shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he 
would look at the bronze serpent and live.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST RESPONSE - COFFEE WITH THE PASTORS 
DAY/TIME LEADERS LOCATION CONTACT INFO 

The First Sunday of  
Every Month at 7PM 

Joel Webbon 
Rony Renfrow 

Stacy Craft 

3240 Lowell St  
San Diego, CA 92106 

469-487-6298 
joel@theresponsechurch.com 

MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES (CANCELLED THIS WEEK FOR THANKSGIVING) 
DAY/TIME LEADERS LOCATION CONTACT INFO 

Tuesday at 7PM Joel & Megan 
Webbon 

3240 Lowell St 
San Diego, CA 92106 

469-487-6298 
joel@theresponsechurch.com 

Wednesday at 7PM Jacob & Ally Merkey 
 

3717 Lotus Dr 
San Diego, CA 92106 

713-385-6940 
jacob@theresponsechurch.com 

Thursday at 7PM Rony & Danielle 
Renfrow 

1676 Chatsworth Blvd 
San Diego, CA 92107 

925-348-0128 
rony@theresponsechurch.com 

Thursday at 7PM Stacy Craft 3328 Stern St. 
San Diego, CA 92106 

704-778-2609 
stacy@theresponsechurch.com 

 


