
THE POWER OF PRAYER 

SAMUEL R. BLAKES

1. PRAYER INCREASES DISCERNMENT

John 10:4-5 KJV
And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep 
follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 
from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

Commentary: 
Prayer opens a channel for divine wisdom and understanding. Through prayer, 
believers seek God’s guidance, allowing them to discern His will and navigate life's 
complexities. 

This heightened discernment helps in making better decisions and recognizing 
truth amid confusion.

2. PRAYER INCREASES DESIRE FOR GOD

Scriptural Support: 
Psalm 42:1-2 
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God.

Commentary: 
Engaging in prayer nurtures a deep longing for a relationship with God. As 
individuals pray, they cultivate an awareness of His presence, fostering a desire to 
know Him more intimately. 

This yearning encourages spiritual growth and fulfillment, drawing believers closer 
to their Creator.



3. PRAYER LIFE INCREASES DEVELOPMENT

Scriptural Support: 
Philippians 4:6-7 KJV
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.

Commentary: 
Regular prayer is instrumental in personal spiritual development. It creates a space 
for reflection, self-examination, and growth in faith. 

Through prayer, believers receive strength and motivation to pursue their spiritual 
journeys, allowing God to work in their lives and transform them.

4. PRAYER LIFE INCREASES PERSONAL DELIVERANCE 
FROM STRUGGLES

Scriptural Support: 
1 Peter 5:7 
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

Commentary: 
Prayer serves as a powerful tool for overcoming personal struggles and hardships. 
By bringing their burdens to God, believers find solace and healing. 

Prayer not only alleviates anxiety but also empowers individuals to confront and 
overcome challenges with divine assistance.

Each of these points emphasizes the integral role that prayer plays in deepening 
one's faith and fostering a transformative relationship with God. Engaging in 
prayer not only enhances spiritual life but also equips believers to navigate the 
trials of life with strength and discernment. 


