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Harvest Time: Souvenirs

This discipleship study draws directly from your reflection on the tension between self-centered
achievements and humble submission to Christ, examining what we are truly carrying from this
life into eternity.

This study centers on the concept of earthly souvenirs—the titles, achievements, possessions,
and self-justifications we hoard to establish our identity and worth. While God blesses His
children and places them as laborers in His harvest, humanity constantly battles the temptation
to claim ownership of the vineyard. Scripture reminds us that we enter eternity carrying
nothing from this world except the eternal, implanted Word of God living within us. When we
hoard our successes on a shelf out of pride, we stand opposed to God. True discipleship
requires releasing our grip on worldly souvenirs, throwing our crowns before the throne of
Christ, and anchoring our entire life in His Word.

Discipleship Discussion Questions

1. Understanding Identity: Looking at the list of who we are (God’s masterpiece, co-heirs)
versus who we are not (God Himself, owners of the vineyard), which of these truths is
hardest for our culture—or your own heart—to accept?

2. The Vineyard Mindset: In what ways do Christians unintentionally act like the "owners
of the field" rather than faithful laborers working for the Master?

3. Recognizing False Souvenirs: What are the subtle "souvenirs" (status, accolades, moral
self-reliance) you find yourself tempted to place on a shelf to claim as your own doing?

4. Dissatisfaction & Desire: The reflection notes that we often want "the cake and to eat it
too." How does secret dissatisfaction with God’s provision open the door to
compromises disguised with good justifications?

5. Casting Crowns: Revelation and Scripture speak of casting our crowns at Christ’s feet.
What does it look like in your daily routine—at work, home, or ministry—to throw your
successes back down at His feet right now?

6. The Rich Young Ruler: In Matthew 19:16-30, possessions kept a promising seeker from
following Jesus. What current comfort or possession would be the hardest for you to
walk away from if Christ called you to leave it?

7. The Enduring Souvenir: Why is the implanted Word of God (James 1:21-25) the only
possession that outlasts this earthly life?
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8. Hearing vs. Doing: James warns against being mere hearers of the Word who look in a
mirror and immediately forget what they look like. Where is there currently a gap
between what you know of Scripture and how you live?

9. The Deception of Self-Governance: Why is it dangerous to think we have any control or
influence over our fate apart from Christ, especially regarding eternity and judgment?

10. Releasing the Grip: What specific "souvenir" or personal plan do you need to actively
surrender to Jesus this week so you can walk in total freedom and obedience?

Conclusion

True discipleship is an ongoing posture of open hands. The harvest field belongs entirely to
God, and the work He entrusts to us is meant to bring Him glory, not build our personal display
case. Clinging to the accolades and comforts of this passing world only fosters pride and blinds
us to eternity. When we realize that Christ alone is our provider, redeemer, and reward, we are
freed from the exhausting race to claim souvenirs for ourselves. By treasuring His eternal Word
above all earthly praise, we learn the joyful posture of heaven: living fully for His kingdom and
eagerly casting every crown back at the Master’s feet.

Heavenly Father,

You are the Creator, the Master of the vineyard, and the Author of our salvation. Forgive us for
the times we have claimed your blessings as our own accomplishments, hoarding empty
souvenirs to feed our pride. Search our hearts today and expose any place where we are trying
to establish our own standing before You.

Strip away our dissatisfaction and teach us to be content with what You provide. Plant Your
Word deeply within our souls so that it takes root and bears lasting fruit. Give us the humility to
lay down our titles, our plans, and our successes at the feet of Jesus, living solely for His honor
and not our own. Keep our eyes fixed on eternity, ready to enter Your presence carrying only the
life You redeemed.

In the mighty name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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