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Discipleship Study: The Reality of Eternity — Heaven, Hell, and the Heart’s Response

Eternity is not an abstract concept or a tool meant merely to scare or pacify; it is the ultimate reality
for which every human being was made. This teaching examines the biblical truths concerning both
hell and heaven, clarifying common misconceptions while grounding our understanding in
scripture:

o The Reality of Hell: Hell was originally created for Satan and his fallen angels (Matthew
25:41), not mankind. Those who enter the lake of fire do so not by accident or simple error,
but through persistent rejection of Christ—choosing to live in harmony with their own way
rather than God's. Judgment is final, righteous, and eternal.

e The Promise of Heaven: Heaven is the true home of the believer, reminding us that we are
resident aliens on this earth. In eternity, our minds and understanding are perfected in
righteousness. Believers are not floating in clouds or pining over earthly relationships, but
fully captivated by the presence of Christ in a restored, resurrected order—the New
Jerusalem uniting heaven and earth.

e Our Response Today: Believing in eternity must reshape how we live now. Following Jesus
is not passive; it requires daily surrender, honoring the King with holy reverence, and
walking in joyful obedience (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).

10-Question Discipleship Discussion Guide
Section 1: Understanding Hell and God's Righteous Judgment
1. The Original Purpose of Hell

e Scripture to consider: Matthew 25:41

o Question: The teaching notes that hell was prepared for the devil and his angels, not
humanity. How does knowing this clarify God's original intent for mankind, and why do
humans still end up there?

2. Choice vs. Happenstance
e Scripture to consider: Revelation 20:11-15; John 3:18-19

¢ Question: The author emphasizes that no one ends up in the lake of fire by mistake or
because they simply "slipped up one day." What role does personal choice, allegiance, and
rejection of Christ play in an individual's eternal destiny?

3. The Permanence of the Great Chasm

e Scripture to consider: Luke 16:19-26
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e Question: In the account of the rich man and Lazarus, Abraham explains that a fixed chasm
prevents crossing between the two places. Why is it vital for believers to understand that
eternity offers no second chances or post-mortem escapes?

4. The Adequacy of God's Word
e Scripture to consider: Luke 16:27-31

e Question: Abraham told the rich man that if his brothers would not listen to Moses and the
Prophets, they would not be convinced even if someone rose from the dead. Why does God
place such high authority on hearing and believing His revealed Word rather than relying on
spectacular signs?

Section 2: The Believer’s Hope and the Nature of Heaven
5. Living as Citizens of Heaven
e Scripture to consider: Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 3:1-4

e Question: The teaching states: "Earth is not your home, and to live like it is, is to do heaven
an injustice.” In what practical areas of your daily routine, finances, or ambitions are you
most tempted to live as if this world is your permanent home?

6. Transformed Perspective and Relationships
e Scripture to consider: Luke 16:22-24; Revelation 21:3-4

¢ Question: In eternity, our knowledge and understanding are made complete in Christ. How
does recognizing that our loved ones in heaven are centered on worshiping Christ—rather
than watching over or sorrowing over earth—shift our view of grief and the afterlife?

7. The Ultimate Destination: New Heavens and New Earth
e Scripture to consider: Revelation 21:1-5; 2 Peter 3:13

e Question: Popular culture often depicts heaven as disembodied spirits sitting on clouds.
How does the biblical promise of God bringing His kingdom down to a restored New Earth
change your anticipation of eternal life?

Section 3: Position, Surrender, and Daily Walking
8. The Warning at the Gates

e Scripture to consider: Matthew 7:21-23; Pilgrim's Progress citation
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e Question: John Bunyan wrote that there is a way to hell even from the gates of heaven.
What does this warn us about the danger of religious hypocrisy, false assurance, or
presuming upon God's grace without true repentance?

9. Daily Cross-Bearing and Assurance
e Scripture to consider: Luke 9:23-25; 2 Corinthians 13:5

e Question: The text highlights that while Christ removes the burden of condemnation,
believers are called to daily take up their cross and follow Him. What does daily surrender
look like in your life right now?

10. Our Calling for Today
e Scripture to consider: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-22

e Question: The closing exhortation calls us to rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks,
and reject evil. If you genuinely lived today with the stark reality of both heaven and hellin
clear view, what is one priority you would change immediately?

Understanding the stark reality of eternity strips away casual Christianity. Hell is real, just, and
permanent; heaven is glorious, holy, and secured solely by the grace of God through Jesus Christ.
As followers of Jesus, this knowledge should not lead to despair or intellectual pride, but to an
urgent compassion for the lost and a single-minded devotion to our King. We are called to live every
moment with our eyes fixed on Christ, knowing that our eternal citizenship is already settled in

Him.

Heavenly Father,

Creator of heaven and earth, we come before You with reverence and awe. Your Word reminds us
that this life is a vapor, and eternity is forever. We thank You that through the cross and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, our names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life and our judgment has
been borne by Him.

Forgive us for the times we have treated this world as our permanent home. Strip away our
complacency, our casual attitudes toward sin, and any false security in our own goodness. Lord,
give us Your heart of compassion for those around us who do not yet know You and are headed
toward a lost eternity.

Teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Grant us the courage to daily
deny ourselves, take up our cross, and walk in wholehearted surrender to King Jesus. May our lives
reflect the joy, purity, and purpose of the heavenly kingdom to which we belong.

In the mighty and precious name of Jesus Christ we pray, AMEN!!!
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