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John 13:1-30 — Love and Betrayal

Pastor Stephen Abdo

The Gospel of John / John 13:1–30

I. The Example of Love: Demonstrated in Humble 
Service (1-20)

A. The Motivation: Sovereign Love (vv. 1-3)

1. The Context of His Departure & The Extent of His 
Love (v. 1)

2. The Presence of Betrayal (v. 2)

3. The Foundation of His Humility (v. 3)

B. The Action: Humble Service (vv. 4-5)

1. The King Becomes a Slave (v. 4)

2. The Towel of Servitude (v. 4b)

3. The Basin of Cleansing (v. 5)

C. The Lesson: Spiritual Cleansing (vv. 6-11)

1. Peter's Emphatic Refusal (vv. 6, 8a)

2. Jesus's Profound Response (vv. 7-8b):

3. Peter's Eager Overreaction (v. 9)

4. The Clarification of "Washed" vs. "Wash" (v. 10)

5. The Exception of the Betrayer (v. 11)
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D. The Command: A Serving Mandate (vv. 12-20)

1. The Question of Understanding (v. 12)

2. The Principle of the Master (vv. 13-14)

3. The Mandate of the Model (vv. 15-17)

4. The Foreknowledge of Betrayal (vv. 18-20)

II. The Exposing of Betrayal: Revealed through the 
Savior’s Sorrow (21-30)

A. The Savior's Sorrow (v. 21)

B. The Disciples' Confusion (v. 22)

C. The Sign of the Betrayer (vv. 23-26)

D. The Entrance of Satan and the Command to Act 
(vv. 27-30)


