


Romans 3 
 
 

The Great Exchange:  
 

How Guilty People Become Right with God



Big Idea: 
 
 

The bad news is worse than we imagined… 
 
 



Big Idea: 
 
 

The bad news is worse than we imagined… 
 

BUT… 
 

the good news is better than we ever dreamed!



“Seven Days in the Life of _________  
__________”



Romans 3 moves us from 
 

the courtroom of condemnation… 
 

to the cross of justification!



The “BAD” categories of humanity… 
 

1.  The Unrighteous.  (1:18-25) 
 

2.  The Self-Righteous.  (2:1-9) 
 

3.  The Over-Righteous.  (2:17-3:8)



Three reasons we are ALL  
accountable to God… 

 
1.  Creation.  (1:19-20) 

 
2.  Conscience.  (2:15-16) 

 
3.  Commandments.  (3:19-20)



Rom 1:19-20 (NIV)    **To ALL… 
19 since what may be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has made it plain 
to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world God's 
invisible qualities—his eternal power and 
divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so 
that people are without excuse.
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Rom 2:15-16 (NIV)    **To Gentiles… 
15 They show that the requirements of the 
law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts sometimes accusing them and at 
other times even defending them.) 
16 This will take place on the day when God 
judges people's secrets through Jesus 
Christ, as my gospel declares.



Rom 3:19-20 (NIV)     **To Jews… 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, 
it says to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the 
whole world held accountable to God. 
20 Therefore no one will be declared 
righteous in God's sight by the works of the 
law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of our sin.



KEY TRUTHS: 
 

- Sin isn't merely breaking God's rules;  
it's rejecting God Himself. 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but it cannot remove sin. 
 

- Being AROUND God is NOT the same as 
being RIGHT WITH God.
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Romans 3:21-25 
 

The Good News!!! 
 

God Provides… 
What We Could Never Produce. 



Rom 3:21-22 (NIV) 
21 But now apart from the law the 
righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify. 
22 This righteousness is given through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe…



Jesus became what we were,  
 

so that… 
 

we could become what He is  
before the Father.






