


Spiritual maturity admits it hasn't arrived yet.
Philippians 3:12-13



Iron 
Man



Philippians 3:12-13

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, 
but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it 



● He wrote 13 books just short of half of the new testament
● He planted dozens of foundational churches across the 

roman empire
● He traveled thousands of miles by foot to spread the word of 

god to others

The apostle paul



True Spiritual maturity is realizing the closer you get to god the 
more you realize just how far you are from him.



Spiritual Maturity Forgets what's behind
Philippians 3:13-14



You can escape something and still be stuck in it 



Philippians 3:13-14

“Forgetting what is behind and straining 
towards what is ahead..” 



“Whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the 

sake of Christ.”

And then he goes even further.

“I consider them garbage compared to the surpassing 

worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”





You can’t run a race while dragging chains.
Shame- Keeps people distant from God.

Comparison- Keeps people insecure.

Embarassment- Keeps people silent.



Satan wants your history to become your identity.

Jesus died to give you a new one. 



Ephesians 4:22-23 

“You were taught with regard to your former way of life, to put 

off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 

desires, to be made new in the attitude of your minds.”





What jesus forgave…
You don't have to keep reliving 



Press on towards the goal



Philippians 3:14

“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.”



Philippians 3:14

“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.”





Spiritual maturity is: 

● Continuing to trust God even when life feels uncertain.

● Continuing to pray even when you don’t immediately see answers.

● Continuing to follow Him even during difficult seasons.



Paul didn’t say, “I already made it.”

He said, “I press on.”



So my encouragement today is simple:

● Don’t stay stuck in the past.
● Don’t stop growing spiritually.
● Don’t give up just because life feels uncertain.

Keep pressing on toward what God has ahead of you.



Living with spiritual maturity in mind



17 Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those 
who follow our example. 18 For I have told you often before, and I say it again with 
tears in my eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows they are really 
enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 They are headed for destruction. Their god is 
their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and they think only about this life 
here on earth. 20 But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. 
And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. 21 He will take our weak 
mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same 
power with which he will bring everything under his control.

4 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters,[a] stay true to the Lord. I love you and 
long to see you, dear friends, for you are my joy and the crown I receive for my 
work.

NLT version:
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Main Points:
1. Strong Role Models (17)

○ Find leaders in the bible and around you to 
help with your walk with Christ 

2. Deny sinful behavior (18-19)
○ Find joy in the things God smiles about

3. Identity in christ (4:1)
○ When our values are rooted in Jesus, this 

will  come easy 



Just like my teammates and I had to “lock in” for what's 
ahead, spiritually mature christians “lock in” every day 

because they live with eternity in mind 



So church, how is God calling you to “lock in”? 



July 23, Cedar point
August 16, Parents night/6th-12th grade Rooted

August 23, Lake party
August 30, Back to school bash 



Prayer
Snack

Middle school youth leader

Kyle@1mosaic.org




