


“When these things begin to take place, 
stand up and lift up your heads, because 

your redemption is drawing near."” 

(Luk 21:28, NIV)



Genesis 21-26



text



God is fighting for Abraham's attention…

so that He can transform his heart!

*Because once God has his heart – He has all of him.



God is fighting for YOUR attention…

so that He can transform YOUR heart!

*Because once God has YOUR heart – He has all of YOU.



“For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 

(Mat 6:21, NIV)



“Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had 
said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had 
promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a 
son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time 

God had promised him. Abraham gave the 
name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him.” 

(Gen 21:1-3, NIV)



Genesis 21…
- Sarah gives birth to their promised son, 
Isaac.

- *Tension immediately builds between Sarah 
(who now has Isaac) and Hagar (her servant 
who bore Ishmael).  Sent into the wilderness.

- God shows Hagar a well and promises 
Ishmael will also father a great nation.



Genesis 22…

- God’s testing of Abraham through the 
sacrifice of Isaac.

**We will finish with unpacking this story…



Genesis 23…
- The death of Sarah at the age of 127 
(Isaac would have been 37).

- Sarah dies in Hebron (Canaan – the Promised 
Land) and Abraham purchases a cave and land 
around it for her burial site.

*Note: the loss of Abraham’s wife leads to his first 
official “claim/ownerships” of land in Canaan.



Genesis 24…
- Sets the stage for the next generation.

- Abraham sends a servant to his homeland of 
Mesopotamia to find a wife for Isaac.

- Things unfold for the servant just as he 
prayed for, and he brings home Rebekah – 
whom Isaac loves but who is also barren.



Genesis 25…
- Abraham gets remarried…and then passes away 
at 175 years old and is buried next to Sarah – by 
both Isaac and Ishmael.

- God’s promise to Isaac & Rebekah is fulfilled with 
the birth of twin sons, Esau & Jacob.

- Two very different boys…Esau trades his firstborn 
birth right to Jacob for a bowl of lentil stew.



Genesis 26…
- Mainly focuses on Isaac and his journey like his 
father, Abraham’s.

- Sever famine in the land, God appears to him and 
reconfirms His covenant and instructs him not to 
go to Egypt.  Isaac obeys, unlike his father.

- Isaac lies about his wife being his sister, just like 
his father.  Isaac’s prosperity grows & so does 
tension with the Philistines.  Isaac moves to avoid 
conflict.



Genesis 22



“Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I 
am," he replied. Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, whom you 
love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on a mountain I will show you." Early the next morning Abraham 
got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his 
son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out 
for the place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked up 
and saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, "Stay here with 
the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we 
will come back to you." Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and 
placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As 
the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father 
Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood 
are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"” 
(Gen 22:1-7, NIV)



“Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. When they 
reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar 
there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand 
and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out 
to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 
"Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. 
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from 
me your son, your only son." Abraham looked up and there in a 
thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the 
ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So 
Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is 
said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided."”              (Gen 
22:8-14, NIV)



“Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I 
am," he replied. Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, whom you 
love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on a mountain I will show you." Early the next morning Abraham 
got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his 
son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out 
for the place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked up 
and saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, "Stay here with 
the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we 
will come back to you." Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and 
placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As 
the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father 
Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood 
are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"” 
(Gen 22:1-7, NIV)



“Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. When they 
reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar 
there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand 
and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out 
to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 
"Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. 
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from 
me your son, your only son." Abraham looked up and there in a 
thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the 
ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So 
Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is 
said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided."”       (Gen 
22:8-14, NIV)



What has your attention?



Whatever has your attention, has you.



God is fighting for our attention…

so that He can transform our heart!


