


5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, 
there was a priest named Zechariah, of 
the division of Abijah. And he had a wife 
from the daughters of Aaron, and her 
name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both 
righteous before God, walking 
blamelessly in all the commandments 
and statutes of the Lord. 
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7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth 
was barren, and both were advanced in 
years. 8 Now while he was serving as 
priest before God when his division was 
on duty, 9 according to the custom of the 
priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter 
the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 
10 And the whole multitude of the people
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were praying outside at the hour of 
incense. 11 And there appeared to him an 
angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. 12 And 
Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, 
and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel 
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, 
for your prayer has been heard, 
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and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name John. 14 

And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will 
be great before the Lord. And he must not 
drink wine or strong drink, and he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother's womb. 
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16 And he will turn many of the children 
of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he 
will go before him in the spirit and power 
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the 
Lord a people prepared.” 18 And 
Zechariah said to the angel, 
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“How shall I know this? For I am an old 
man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 
19 And the angel answered him, “I am 
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I was sent to speak to you and to 
bring you this good news. 20 And behold, 
you will be silent and unable to speak 
until the day that these things take place,
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because you did not believe my words, 
which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21 

And the people were waiting for 
Zechariah, and they were wondering at 
his delay in the temple. 22 And when he 
came out, he was unable to speak to 
them, and they realized that he had seen 
a vision in the temple. 
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And he kept making signs to them and 
remained mute. 23 And when his time of 
service was ended, he went to his home. 24 

After these days his wife Elizabeth 
conceived, and for five months she kept 
herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord 
has done for me in the days when he 
looked on me, to take away my reproach 
among people.”
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The Silence Breaks



“Hope deferred makes the heart sick…”
Proverb 13:12



“In any culture infertility is an aching 
disappointment, and for some an almost 
unbearable stress. But the burden cannot 
be compared to that borne by childless 
women in ancient Hebrew culture 
because barrenness was considered a 
disgrace, even a punishment.” 

Kent Hughes



“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will 
prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and 
the messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts.”

Malachi 3:1

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the great and awesome day of the LORD 
comes.” 

Malachi 4:5



“And he will turn the hearts of the fathers 
to their children and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and 
strike the land with a decree of utter 
destruction.” 

Malachi 4:6



“Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us.”

Hebrews 12:1



“…according to the Bible, sin is a lot more 
than just the violation of some impersonal, 
arbitrary, heavenly traffic regulation. It’s the 
breaking of a relationship, and even more, it 
is a rejection of God himself – a repudiation 
of God’s rule, God’s care, God’s authority, 
and God’s right to command those to whom 
he gave life. In short, it is the rebellion of the 
creature against his Creator.” 

Greg Gilbert



“…we are the safest and most prosperous 
humans in the history of the world, yet 
we are feeling more hopeless than ever 
before. The better things get, the more we 
seem to despair. It’s the paradox of 
progress.”

Mark Manson



“…maybe one day, we will become integrated with the 
machines themselves. Our individual consciousnesses 
will be subsumed. Our independent hopes will vanish. 
We will meet and merge in the cloud, and our digitized 
souls will swirl and eddy in the storms of data, a splay 
of bits and functions harmoniously brought into some 
grand, unseen alignment…Perhaps then, we will not 
only realize but finally embrace the Uncomfortable 
Truth: that we imagined our own importance, we 
invented our purpose, and we were, and still are 
nothing. All along, we were nothing.” 

Mark Manson 



“John paves the way; Jesus is the Way.”

Darrell Bock 



“…the incarnation is the central fact of 
the entire history of the world.”

Herman Bavinck


