


James 1:1-18
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To 
the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings. 2 Count it all 
joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 

for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, 



James 1:1-18
for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is 
driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is 
a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the 
lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his 
humiliation, because like a flower of the grass3 he will 
pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and 
withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. 
So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his 

https://www.esv.org/verses/James+1:1%E2%80%9318/#f3-


James 1:1-18
pursuits. 12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast 
under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 
the crown of life, which God has promised to those who 
love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am 
being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is 
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 

Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and 
sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.



James 1:1-18
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures.





James 1:1
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 
Greetings. 



James 1:2
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds. 



James 1:3-4
 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 



James 1:5-8
 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one 
who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and 
tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose 
that he will receive anything from the Lord;  8 he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 



James 1:9-11
 9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the 
rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the 
grass he will pass away.11 For the sun rises with its 
scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and 
its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in 
the midst of his pursuits. 



“Prey to the shifting winds of 
motive and desire, he wants 

wisdom from God one day and the 
wisdom of the world the next.”

Douglas J. Moo

 Douglas J. Moo, The Letter of James, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: Eerdmans; Apollos, 2000), 61.



James 3:15b
 … earthly, unspiritual, [and even] demonic



Mark 9:24b
… [Lord] I believe; help my unbelief!



James 1:12
12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, 
for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of 
life, which God has promised to those who love him. 



“Those who are prepared to use this life as an arena 
of endurance for Jesus’ sake will find that an 

abundant life awaits them from the hand of God. In 
this world, the onlooker might see them as sacrificing 

life, as having a wretched time, as ‘missing out on 
life’. They might be asked why they bother, why they 
do not opt out and enjoy themselves for a bit, and so 
on. But they have chosen to endure for Christ, and to 

live with their eyes on the life which he will give, 
crowning them with dignity, victory, happiness and 

reward in heaven.” 

J. Alec Motyer
 J. A. Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1985), 49.



James 1:13-15
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted 
by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he 
himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then 
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin 
when it is fully grown brings forth death. 



James 1:13 CSB
No one undergoing a trial should say, “I am being tempted 
by God,” since God is not tempted by evil, and he himself 
doesn’t tempt anyone.



James 1:14
…each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by 
his own desire.



James 1:15
15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death



Hebrews 4:15
[He was] in every respect…tempted as we are, yet without 
sin.



James 1:16-18
 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will 
he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be 
a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 



1 Peter 1:6-7
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious 
than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire – may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.


