
THE RESURRECTED 
KING
MATTHEW 27: 57 – 28:15 



57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who 
also was a disciple of Jesus.58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 
clean linen shroud 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. 
And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away.61 Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 62 The next day, 
that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before 
Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still 
alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure 
until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has 
risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to 
them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they 
went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 

MATTHEW 27: 57 – 28:15 



Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 
snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the 
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and 
behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told 
you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up 
and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

MATTHEW 27: 57 – 28:15 



11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the 
chief priests all that had taken place.12 And when they had assembled with the elders 
and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers13 and said, “Tell 
people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And 
if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble.” 15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has 
been spread among the Jews to this day.

MATTHEW 27: 57 – 28:15 



“If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to 
accept all that he said; if he didn’t rise from the 

dead, then why worry about any of what he said? 
The issue on which everything hangs is not whether 
or not you like his teaching but whether or not he 

rose from the dead.” 

TIMOTHY KELLER 



We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised form the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. 

ROMANS 6:4 



“[Christianity is] a creed with ten toes!”

DOUGLAS SEAN O’DONNELL 



3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared 
to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 
also to me. 
13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith 
is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about 
God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have 
hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

1ST CORINTHIANS 15: 3-8 & 13-19  



“The early Christians did not invent the empty tomb and 
the meetings or sightings of the risen Jesus….Nobody 
was expecting this kind of thing; no kind of conversion 

experience would have invented it, no matter how guilty 
(or how forgiven) they felt, no matter how many hours 
they pored over the scriptures. To suggest otherwise is 
to stop doing history and enter into a fantasy world of 

our own.”
N.T. WRIGHT  



“As a lawyer I have made a prolonged study of the 
evidences for the first Easter day. To me the 

evidence is conclusive, and over and over again in 
the High Court I have secured the verdict on the 
evidence not nearly so compelling. As a lawyer I 

accept it as the testimony of men to facts that they 
were able to substantiate.” 

SIR EDWARD CLARK  



…the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many. 

MATTHEW 20:28  



“The precautions of his enemies would underline 
the truth of his resurrection.”

LEON MORRIS 



“Truth seems to stand over us like a silent referee, arms 
folded confidently, ears open, eyes staring intently and 

authoritatively into everything and missing nothing. Even 
when an important truth seems out of reach on vital 

matters, we yearn for it as we yearn for a long-lost friend 
or the parent we never knew. Yet when the truth 

unmasks and convicts us, and we refuse to return its 
gaze, we see to banish it in favour of our own self-serving 

and protective version of reality.”
DOUGLAS GROOTHUIS 



“Have you been confronted by the power of Jesus’ resurrection? 
Or are you still trying to make your life secure against Jesus? 
Perhaps you have heard of Christ’s gospel, but you have been 

trying to keep Jesus politely in his place. I warn you: Jesus is not 
that easily contained. You can push him down, but he will crop 
up again. You can banish him from your thoughts, but he will 

come back when you least expect him. What are you going to 
do against the power of the one so many call Lord? How are you 

going to make yourself secure against Jesus?” 
JAMES MONTGOMERY BOICE  


