
SEX, MARRIAGE & DIVORCE



1 Corinthians 7:1-16
1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It 
is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a 
woman.” 2 But because of the temptation to sexual 
immorality, each man should have his own wife and 
each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should 
give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife 
to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority 
over her own body, but the husband does. 



1 Corinthians 7:1-16
Likewise the husband does not have authority over his 
own body, but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one 
another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited 
time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but 
then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt 
you because of your lack of self-control. 6 Now as a 
concession, not a command, I say this. 7 I wish that all 
were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from 
God, one of one kind and one of another. 



1 Corinthians 7:1-16
8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good 
for them to remain single, as I am. 9 But if they cannot 
exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better 
to marry than to burn with passion. 10 To the married I 
give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not 
separate from her husband 11 (but if she does, she 
should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her 
husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. 
12 To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) 



1 Corinthians 7:1-16
that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and 
she consents to live with him, he should not divorce 
her. 13 If any woman has a husband who is an 
unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should 
not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is made 
holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your 
children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15 

But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. 



1 Corinthians 7:1-16
In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God 
has called you to peace. 16 For how do you know, wife, 
whether you will save your husband? Or how do you 
know, husband, whether you will save your wife?





25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her,

Ephesians 5:25



“A fundamental rule of marriage is that time marches 
on….Time, children, illness, and age all bring changes that may 

require creative, disciplined responses to rebuild a sexual 
intimacy that was easier at an earlier time. If you don’t confront 
and adapt to these changes, they’ll erode your sex life. Kathy and 

I often liken sex in a marriage to oil in an engine – without it, 
the friction between all the moving parts will burn out the 

motor. Without joyful, loving sex, the friction in a marriage will 
bring about anger, resentment, hardness, and disappointment. 

Rather than being the commitment glue that holds you together, 
it can become a force to divide you. Never give up working on 

your sex life.”
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9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, 
except for sexual immorality, and marries another, 
commits adultery.

Matthew 19:9



13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that 
when you received the word of God, which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men but as what it really is, the word of God, 
which is at work in you believers.

1 Thessalonians 2:13



1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own 
husbands, so that even if some do not obey the 
word, they may be won without a word by the 
conduct of their wives. 

1 Peter 3:1



6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a 
great multitude, like the roar of many waters and 
like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying 
out “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the 
glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 
his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted 
her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and 
pure” – for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of 
the saints. 

Revelations 19:6-8


