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James 3:1-12

" Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers,
for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater
strictness. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if
anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect
man, able also to bridle his whole body.  If we put bits into
the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their
whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they
are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever
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James 3:1-12

the will of the pilot directs. ®> So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is
set ablaze by such a small fire! °® And the tongue is a fire, a
world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the
entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. “ For every kind
of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be
tamed and has been tamed by mankind, & but no human
being can tame the tongue.
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James 3:1-12

It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. ® With it we bless
our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are
made in the likeness of God. ' From the same mouth
come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things
ought not to be so. " Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and salt water? ' Can a fig tree,
my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs?
Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.
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2 Timothy 4:1-4

“| charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his
appearing and his kingdom; preach the word; be ready in
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort,
with complete patience and teaching. For the time is
coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves
teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away

from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” n



1 Kings 12:11

“...My father disciplined you with whips, but | will discipline
you with scorpions.”
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2 Corinthians 1:3

“...Father of mercies and [the] God of all comfort,”
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Ephesians 2:8-9

“...by grace [they] have been saved through faith. And
[that it] is not [their] own doing; it Is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast”
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“And how unserviceable such a man must be. He

has to guide travellers along a road which he has

never trodden, to navigate a vessel along a coast

of which he knows none of the landmarks! He is
called to instruct others, being himself a fool.

What can he be but a cloud without rain, a tree
with leaves only. As when the caravan in the
wilderness,
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all athirst and ready to die beneath the broiling

sun, comes to the long desired well, and, horror

of horrors! Finds it without a drop of water; so

when souls thirsting after God come to a
graceless ministry, they are ready to perish

because the water of life is not to be found. Better
abolish pulpits than fill them with men who have
no experimental knowledge of what they teach.”
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Proverbs 18:21

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those
who love it will eat its fruits.”
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Proverbs 18:8 CSB

“A gossip’s words are like choice food that goes down to
one’s innermost being.”
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“Let’s all admit it. We love gossip. We love
negative information about other people. We love
controversy. We find it delicious. It is a delicacy —
to our corrupt hearts. We gulp these words down

with relish. But the contagion goes down into us
and makes a deep impression and leaves us even
sicker than we were before.”
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“James’s theme 1s that we must tame the tongue
but cannot do so.”
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Luke 6:45

“The good person out of the good treasure of his heart
produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure
produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaks.”
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Matthew 15:18

“But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the
heart, and this defiles a person.”
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Isaiah 53:7
“...like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he
opened not his mouth”
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Ezekiel 36:26-28

“And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put
within you. And | will remove the heart of stone from your
flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be
careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that |
gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and |
will be your God.”
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Ephesians 4:29
“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only

such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it
may give grace to those who hear.”
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