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20 Judah and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea.

They ate and drank and were happy. ! Solomon ruled
over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates to the land of
the Philistines and to the border of Egypt. They brought
tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life.

22 Solomon's provision for one day was thirty cors of fine
flour and sixty cors of meal, 2 ten fat oxen, and twenty
pasture-fed cattle, a hundred sheep, besides deer,
gazelles, roebucks, and fattened fowl.
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24 For he had dominion over all the region west of the
Euphrates from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings west
of the Euphrates. And he had peace on all sides around
him. 2> And Judah and Israel lived in safety, from Dan
even to Beersheba, every man under his vine and under
his fig tree, all the days of Solomon. 2 Solomon also had
40,000 stalls of horses for his chariots, and 12,000
horsemen. ?’” And those officers supplied provisions for
King Solomon, and for all who came to King Solomon's

SONIM



Table, each one in his month. They let nothing be
lacking. 28 Barley also and straw for the horses and swift
steeds they brought to the place where it was required,
each according to his duty. 22 And God gave Solomon
wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and
breadth of mind like the sand on the seashore, 3° so that
Solomon's wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the
people of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. *! For he
was wiser than all other men,
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wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and
Darda, the sons of Mahol, and his fame was in all the
surrounding nations. *2 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and
his songs were 1,005. 33 He spoke of trees, from the cedar
that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the wall.
He spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and of reptiles, and
of fish. 3 And people of all nations came to hear the
wisdom of Solomon, and from all the kings of the earth,
who had heard of his wisdom.
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“Since God has left the fingerprints of his wisdom
everywhere, since there is no place where God does
not furnish us with raw materials for godly thinking,
Christians should be seized with a rambunctious
curiosity to ponder his works, both the majestic and
the mundane. The task of wisdom is joyfully to
describe and investigate all God’s works. We may not
be Solomon’s in insight, but we can gratefully
examine the same data.”

DALE RALPH DAVIS

Dale Ralph Davis, The Wisdom and the Folly: An Exposition of the Book of First Kings, (Geanies House, Fearn; Ross-shire, Great Britain: Christian Focus,
2002), 50.
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2 And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless
you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.

Genesis 12:2-3 ESV
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> And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring
be.”....."8 On that day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your offspring | give this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, °
the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 2°
the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, %! the Amorites,
the Canaanites; the Girgoshites and the Jebusites.
Genesis 15:5,18-21 ESV
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71 will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the
gate of his enemies, '® and in your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.

Genesis 22:17-18 ESV

SONIM



“God’s grand “Eden restoration project” has hit its high point. The
borders of Israel have expanded. The land of milk and honey
finally feels like that. The economy is booming and the civil
administration running smoothly. A godly king is flourishing, and
the demands on the people are kept in check. The reputation of
Israel among the nations will never be so high, largely because of
the efforts of their anointed king. This truly is the golden age of
Israel, and it is evident that all of this is the case because of the
generosity of their God — the God who has gifted Solomon, a new
Adam, with unparalleled wisdom, honor, and power. This is a
kingdom worth defending and maintaining.”

J Gary Miller

J Gary Millar, “1-2 Kings” in ESV Expository Commentary Vol 3: 1 Samuel — 2 Chronicles, ed. lain M. Duguid, James M. Hamilton Jr., & Jay Sklar,
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2019).549.
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...he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause
the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many
horses, since the LORD has said to you, “You shall never
return that way again.’
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Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in
the name of the LORD our God.
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" He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will
reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to
his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his
chariots. 2 And he will appoint for himself commanders of
thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow
his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his
implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 1* He
will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and
bakers. * He will take the best of your fields and vineyards
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and olive orchards and give them to his servants. ® He
will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and
give it to his officers and to his servants. '® He will take
your male servants and female servants and the best of
your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his
work. 7 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall
be his slaves. 8 And in that day you will cry out because
of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but
the Lord will not answer you in that day.”
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8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to
Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be
blessed.” ? So then, those who are of faith are blessed
along with Abraham, the man of faith.”

SONIM



