
Acts 2-20: The Origins, Early Development, and Enduring Design of the Local Church 



Acts 2:1-13 ESV
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And 
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of 
them.4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 Now there were dwelling 
in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at 
this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because 
each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were 
amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own 
native language? 



Acts 2:1-13 ESV
9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own 
tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, 
“They are filled with new wine.”



‘What does it mean, and what does it look like, to be a 
part of, accountable to, and responsible for, a local 

church family? 

Week 2: Responsibilities of Leaders
Week 3: Responsibilities of Members
Week 4: Church Discipline



“There is a growing movement among self-proclaimed 
evangelicals and in the broader culture to get spirituality 
without religion, to find a relationship without rules, and 
have God without the church. More and more, people 

are looking for a decorpulated Christianity.” 

Kevin DeYoung



Acts 2:37-41 ESV 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to 
them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are 
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness 
and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received 
his word were baptized, and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls.” 



Acts 4:4 ESV 

“But many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of the 
men came to about five thousand.”



Acts 2:42-47 ESV 

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.43 And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. 45 And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous 
hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day 
those who were being saved.”



“We note that those new converts were not enjoying a mystical 
experience which led them to despise their mind or disdain theology. 

Anti-intellectualism and the fullness of the Spirit are mutually 
incompatible, because the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth. Nor did those 

early disciples imagine that, because they had received the Spirit, he was 
the only teacher they needed and they could dispense with human 

teachers. On the contrary, they sat at the apostles’ feet, hungry to receive 
instruction, and they persevered in it.” 

 
John Stott



Acts 4:32-35 ESV 

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to 
him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with 
great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many 
as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, 
and it was distributed to each as any had need.”



“He did not add them to the church without saving them (no 
nominal Christianity at the beginning), nor did he save them 
without adding them to the church (no solitary Christianity 

either). Salvation and church membership belonged together; 
they still do.” 

John Stott



Acts 8:1-4 ESV 

“And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose 
on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles.2 Devout men buried Stephen and made 
great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging 
the church, and entering house after house, 
he dragged off men and women and committed them 
to prison. 4 Now those who were scattered went about 
preaching the word.”



Acts 11:19 ESV 

19 Now those who were scattered because of the 
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as 
far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, 
speaking the word to no one except Jews.”



Acts 9:19b ESV - “For some days he was with the 
disciples at Damascus.” 

Acts 9:31 ESV “So the church throughout all Judea and 
Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up.” 

Acts 11:25-26 ESV “So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look 
for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought him to 
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and 
taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples 
were first called Christians.” 

Acts 12:5 ESV “So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest 
prayer for him was made to God by the church.” 



Acts 13:1 ESV “Now there were in the church at Antioch 
prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul.” 

Acts 14:23 ESV “And when they had appointed elders for them 
in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to 
the Lord in whom they had believed.” 

Acts 15:41 ESV “And he went through Syria and Cilicia, 
strengthening the churches.” 

Acts 18:22 ESV “When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up 
and greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch.”  



Ephesians 2:19-20 ESV 

19 So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of 
God, 20 built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone,”



Ephesians 3:5 ESV 

5 which was not made known to the sons of 
men in other generations as it has now 
been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit.”



Acts 20:17-32 ESV 

17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of 
the church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, he 
said to them: “You yourselves know how I lived among you the 
whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the 
Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened 
to me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from 
declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in 
public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to 
Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, 
constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me 
there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city 
that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 



Acts 20:17-32 ESV 

24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious 
to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that 
I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that none of you 
among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom 
will see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day 
that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink 
from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.28 Pay 
careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care 
for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood. 



Acts 20:17-32 ESV 

29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from 
among your own selves will arise men speaking 
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after 
them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three 
years I did not cease night or day to admonish every 
one with tears. 32 And now I commend you to God and 
to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up 
and to give you the inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified.”


