


A TENDER FRIEND

WEEK FOUR



He heals our aloneness

19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! 
A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’

Matthew 11:19



He heals our aloneness

9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting 
at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and 
followed him. 10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and 
his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when 
he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick.

Matthew 9:9-12



He loves without holding back

32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with 
her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 
34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come 
and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man also have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved 
again, came to the tomb.

John 11:32-38



[F]riendship is a two-way relationship of joy, comfort, and openness, that of peers, 
as distinct from a one-way relationship, such as in that of king to subject or par-
ent to child. To be sure, Christ is indeed our ruler, our authority, the one to whom 
all allegiance and obedience are reverently due … “As he is our friend, so he is our 
king.” But equally, and perhaps less obvious or intuitive to us, the condescension 
of God in the person of his Son means that he approaches us on our own terms 

and befriends us for both his and our mutual delight … In short, he relates to us as 
a person. Jesus is not the idea of friendship, abstractly; he is an actual friend.

DANE ORTLUND



He transforms us 
completely and forever

18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18



He transforms us 
completely and forever

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do 
I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you.

John 15:12-15



Our obedience doesn’t earn this relationship with Jesus; it confirms it. 
Obedience to Jesus demonstrates the reality of friendship with Jesus.

DREW HUNTER



Christ’s heart for us means that he will be our never-failing friend no matter 
what friends we do or do not enjoy on earth. He offers us a friendship that gets 

underneath the pain of our loneliness. While that pain does not go away, its sting 
is made fully bearable by the far deeper friendship of Jesus. He walks with us 

through every moment. He knows the pain of being betrayed by a friend, but he 
will never betray us. He will not even so much as coolly welcome us. That is not 

who he is. That is not his heart.



[Citing Sibbes] “As his friendship is sweet, so it is constant in all conditions … 
In other friends fail, as friends may fail, yet this friend will never fail us. If we be 
not ashamed of him, he will never be ashamed of us. How comfortable would 

our life be if we could draw out the comfort that this title of friend affords! 
It is a comfortable, a fruitful, an eternal friendship.”

DANE ORTLUND


