


Ecclesiastes 2:18-26 ESV

18 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I 
must leave it to the man who will come after me, 19 and who knows 
whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for 
which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 



Ecclesiastes 2:18-26 ESV

20 So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil 
of my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes a person who has 
toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to 
be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and 
a great evil. 22 What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart 
with which he toils beneath the sun? 23 For all his days are full of 
sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does 
not rest. This also is vanity.



Ecclesiastes 2:18-26 ESV

24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and 
drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand 
of God, 25 for apart from him who can eat or who can have 
enjoyment? 26 For to the one who pleases him God has given 
wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the 
business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases 
God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.



Worshipful Work
Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it”

Genesis 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden 
of Eden to work it and keep it.



When Our Work, Doesn’t 
Work
Ecclesiastes 2:18-23 ESV
18 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I 
must leave it to the man who will come after me, 19 and who knows 
whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for 
which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 



When Our Work, Doesn’t 
Work
Ecclesiastes 2:18-23 ESV
20 So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil 
of my labours under the sun, 21 because sometimes a person who 
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave 
everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This 
also is vanity and a great evil.



When Our Work, Doesn’t 
Work
Ecclesiastes 2:18-23 ESV
22 What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which 
he toils beneath the sun? 23 For all his days are full of sorrow, and 
his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This 
also is vanity.



Receiving Life, Instead of 
Chasing Life
Ecclesiastes 2:24-25 ESV
24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and 
drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand 
of God, 25 for apart from him who can eat or who can have 
enjoyment?



“Isn’t it strange, that the more you run after life, panting after every 
pleasure, the less you find, but the more you take life as a gift from 
God’s hand, responding in thankful gratitude for the delight of the 

moment, the more that seems to come to you.”

Ray Stedman



Meaningful Work, Under 
The Son
Colossians 3:23-24 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as 
your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.



“Only when you know God and only when you see everything in life 
is a gift of grace through Jesus Christ will you find work becomes 
satisfying. You won’t overwork. You won’t underwork. You won’t 

idolize it. You won’t hate it.”

Tim Keller



The One Who Pleases God
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 ESV
26 For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and 

knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of 
gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This 
also is vanity and a striving after wind.



The One Who Pleases God
Rom 8:15-17 CSB
15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear. Instead, you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry 
out, “Abba, Father!” 16 The Spirit himself testifies together with our 
spirit that we are God’s children, 17 and if children, also heirs—heirs 
of God and coheirs with Christ...



The One Who Pleases God
1 Peter 1:3-4 CSB
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because 
of his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and 
into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you.



1 Corinthians 15:57-58 CSB

57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be 
steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the Lord’s work, because 
you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.


