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5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell 
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will 
send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning 
sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me 
no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 
world is judged.
  12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 

John 16:5–15



all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

John 16:5–15



Making the Impossible, Possible

5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell 
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will 
send him to you.
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Because it's not about your power, when the Holy Spirit 
beckons you to follow him into one of his assignments, 
you will almost always go through a crisis of faith. God will 
likely assign things to you that you feel entirely unable to 
accomplish. But if God wants to show off his power in you, 
why would he invite you to something you could already do 
without him? He often gives us things much larger than our 
abilities so that we have no choice but to depend on him and 
then give him the glory.

— J. D. Greear



Making the Impossible, Possible

5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell 
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will 
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Making the Impossible, Possible

The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become 
my salvation

Exodus 15:2

Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before 
him; God is a refuge for us

Psalm 62:8

Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit

Zechariah 4:6



Convicting the World

8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they 
do not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to 
the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, 
because the ruler of this world is judged.

John 16:8–11
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Convicting the World

8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they 
do not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to 
the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, 
because the ruler of this world is judged.

John 16:8–11



Shining a Floodlight

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever 
he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that 
are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said 
that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

John 16:12–15



It is as if the Spirit stands behind us, throwing light over 
our shoulder, on Jesus, who stands facing us. The Spirit’s 
message to us is never, “Look at me; listen to me; come to 
me; get to know me,” but always “Look at him, and see his 
glory; listen to him, and hear his word; go to him, and have 
life; get to know him, and taste his gift of joy and peace.

— J. I. Packer


