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1'To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ: % Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. > We ought
always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right,
because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of
every one of you for one another is increasing. *
Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches
of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your
persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.



>This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that
you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which you are also suffering— © since indeed God
considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict
you, ’ and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well
as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels 3 in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.



? They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of
his might, 1 when he comes on that day to be glorified in
his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed, because our testimony to you was believed. !
To this end we always pray for you, that our God may
make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every
resolve for good and every work of faith by his power,



1250 that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God
and the Lord Jesus Christ.






? Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for
anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been
taught by God to love one another, !°for that indeed is
what you are doing to all the brothers throughout
Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more
and more,



And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you
received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the

Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.



“...fear that somehow the tempter had tempted [them]
and [that his] labour [had been] in vain.”



...this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but
endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.



27 0Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent,
I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one
spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of
the gospel, *®and not frightened in anything by your
opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God.”



?When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God
and for the witness they had borne. 'Y They cried out with
a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long
before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?” !! Then they were each given a
white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the
number of their fellow servants and their brothers
should be complete, who were to be killed as they
themselves had been.



“The NT frequently describes the act of conversion as
obedience to the gospel...Such a description of the event
cues us to the fact that the gospel is both the promise and
offer of salvation and the demand of obedience to its call.”

Gene L. Green

Gene L. Green, The Letters to the Thessalonians, PNTC, (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans Publishing; Apollos, 2002), 291.



“Charlie Peace was a criminal. Laws of God or man curbed
him not. Finally the law caught up with him, and he was
condemned to death. On the fatal morning in Armley Jail,
Leeds, England, he was taken on the death-walk. Before him
went the prison chaplain, routinely and sleepily reading
some Bible verses. The criminal touched the preacher and
asked what he was reading. “The Consolation of Religion,”
was the reply. Charlie Peace was shocked at the way he
professionally read about hell.

Leonard Ravenhill

Leonard Ravenhill, Why Revival Tarries, 32. (Precise Publishing Information is unknown).



Could a man be so unmoved under the very shadow of the
scaffold as to lead a fellow-human there and yet, dry-eyed,
read of a pit that has no bottom into which this fellow must
fall? Could this preacher believe the words that there is an
eternal fire that never consumes its victims, and yet slide
over the phrase without a tremor? Is a man human at all who
can say with no tears, “You will be eternally dying and yet
never know the relief that death brings”? All this was too
much for Charlie Peace.

Leonard Ravenhill

Leonard Ravenhill, Why Revival Tarries, 32. (Precise Publishing Information is unknown).



So he preached. Listen to this on-the-eve-of-hell sermon. Sir,
addressing the preacher, if I believed what you and the
church of God say that you believe, even if England were
covered with broken glass from coast to coast, I would walk
over it, if need be, on hands and knees and think it worth
while living, just to save one soul from an eternal hell like
that!

Leonard Ravenhill

Leonard Ravenhill, Why Revival Tarries, 32. (Precise Publishing Information is unknown).



?Beloved, we are God’ children now, and what we will be
has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. °
And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as

he is pure.



