




PHILIPPIANS 2:12-30 ESV
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only 
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.14 Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked 
and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am 
to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of 
your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also 
should be glad and rejoice with me.



PHILIPPIANS 2:12-30 ESV
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too 
may be cheered by news of you. 20 For I have no one like him, who will 
be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own 
interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy's proven 
worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the 
gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will 
go with me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come 
also.



PHILIPPIANS 2:12-30 ESV
25 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother 
and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister 
to my need, 26 for he has been longing for you all and has been 
distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near 
to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me 
also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 I am the more eager to 
send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that 
I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord with all joy, 
and honor such men, 30 for he nearly died for the work of Christ, 
risking his life to complete what was lacking in your service to me.



1.GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY & HUMAN 
RESPONSIBILITY 
PHILIPPIANS 12-13
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as 
in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure.



“One cannot work his salvation out unless God has already 
worked it in.”

JAMES MONTGOMERY BOICE



“If you minimize sovereignty, I’m going to preach 
sovereignty. If you minimize responsibility, I’m going to 

preach responsibility.”

FRANCIS SCHAEFFER



2. SHINE AS LIGHTS IN THE WORLD
PHILIPPIANS 2:14-16
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may 
be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.



“Crack cocaine, alcohol, and sexual temptation have slain 
their thousands, but bickering, quarrelling, and criticism in 

the have slain their ten thousands.”

JIM CYMBALA



Lay your life down. Your heartbeats cannot be hoarded. 
Your reservoir of breaths is draining away. You have 

hands, blister them while you can. You have bones, make 
them strain — they can carry nothing in the grave. You 

have lungs, let them spill with laughter. May your living be 
grace to those behind you.

N.D WILSON



3. EXAMPLES OF SELFLESSNESS
PHILIPPIANS 2:17-30
17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial 
offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you 
also should be glad and rejoice with me. 19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to 
send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of 
you. 20 For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for 
your welfare.



3. EXAMPLES OF SELFLESSNESS
PHILIPPIANS 2:17-30
21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But 
you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has 
served with me in the gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him just as soon 
as I see how it will go with me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I 
myself will come also.



3. EXAMPLES OF SELFLESSNESS
PHILIPPIANS 2:17-30
25 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother 
and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to 
my need, 26 for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed 
because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But 
God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should 
have sorrow upon sorrow.



3. EXAMPLES OF SELFLESSNESS
PHILIPPIANS 2:17-30
28 I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at 
seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in the 
Lord with all joy, and honor such men, 30 for he nearly died for the work of 
Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking in your service to me.



“There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a 
mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations - these are 
mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is 
immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and 

exploit - immortal horrors or everlasting splendors.”

C.S LEWIS


