Grand Designs
1% Kings 5:1 - 7:51




5 1 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon
when he heard that they had anointed him king in place
of his father, for Hiram always loved David. 2 And
Solomon sent word to Hiram, ® “You know that David my
father could not build a house for the name of the Lorbp
his God because of the warfare with which his enemies
surrounded him, until the Lorb put them under the soles
of his feet. 4 But now the Loro my God has given me rest
on every side. There is neither adversary nor misfortune.
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> And so | intend to build a house for the name of the
LorD my God, as the Lorbp said to David my father, “Your
son, whom | will set on your throne in your place, shall
build the house for my name.’ ® Now therefore command
that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me. And my servants
will join your servants, and | will pay you for your servants
such wages as you set, for you know that there is no one
among us who knows how to cut timber like the
Sidonians.”
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" As soon as Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he
rejoiced greatly and said, “Blessed be the Lorb this day,
who has given to David a wise son to be over this great
people.” ® And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “| have
heard the message that you have sent to me. | am ready
to do all you desire in the matter of cedar and cypress
timber. ® My servants shall bring it down to the sea from
Lebanon, and I'will make it into rafts to go by sea to the
place you direct. And | will have them broken up there,
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and you shall receive it. And you shall meet my wishes by
providing food for my household.” 1° So Hiram supplied
Solomon with all the timber of cedar and cypress that he
desired, ' while Solomon gave Hiram 20,000 cors of
wheat as food for his household, and 20,000 cors of
beaten oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year. 12
And the Lorbp gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised
him. And there was peace between Hiram and Solomon,
and the two of them made a treaty.
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13 King Solomon drafted forced labor out of all Israel, and
the draft numbered 30,000 men. '* And he sent them to
Lebanon, 10,000 a month in shifts. They would be a
month in Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram
was in charge of the draft. > Solomon also had 70,000
burden-bearers and 80,000 stonecutters in the hill
country, 1® besides Solomon’s 3,300 chief officers who
were over the work, who had charge of the people who
carried on the work. 17 At the king’s command they
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quarried out great, costly stones in order to lay the
foundation of the house with dressed stones. ® So
Solomon’s builders and Hiram'’s builders and the men of
Gebal did the cutting and prepared the timber and the
stone to build the house. 6 'In the four hundred and
eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the
land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over
Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month, he
began to build the house of the Lorb.
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1% Kings 5:3-5 ESV

3 “You know that David my father could not build a house
for the name of the Lorb his God because of the warfare
with which his enemies surrounded him, until the LorD
put them under the soles of his feet. 4 But now the Lorp
my God has given me rest on every side. There is neither
adversary nor misfortune. ® And so | intend to build a
house for the name of the Loro my God, as the Lorp said
to David my father, "Your son, whom | will setonyour
throne in your place, shall build the house for my name.’ |
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“When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your
fathers, | will raise up your offspring after you, who shall
come from your body, and | will establish his kingdom.
He shall build a house for my name, and | will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever.”
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“I will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall
not abhor you. And | will walk among you and will be your
God, and you shall be my peoplse.”
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In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of
Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is
the second month, he began to build the house of the

LORD.
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“You will bring them in and plant them on your own
mountain, the place, O Lord, which you have made for
your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands
have established.”
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Question 1:
What is the chief end of man?

Answer:
Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him
forever.
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" Now the word of the Loro came to Solomon, 2
“Concerning this house that you are building, if you will
walk in my statutes and obey my rules and keep all my
commandments and walk in them, then | will establish my
word with you, which | spoke to David your father. * And |
will dwell among the children of Israel and will not forsake
my people Israel.”
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> Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
Would you build me a house to dwell in? © | have not lived
In @ house since the day | brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a
tent for my dwelling.

SONIM



37 |n the fourth year the foundation of the house of

the Lord was laid, in the month of Ziv. *® And in the
eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth
month, the house was finished in all its parts, and
according to all its specifications. He was seven years in
building it. ' Solomon was building his own house thirteen
years, and he finished his entire house. 2 He built the
House of the Forest of Lebanon. Its length was a hundred
cubits and its breadth fifty cubits and its height
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thirty cubits, and it was built on four rows of cedar pillars,
with cedar beams on the pillars. > And it was covered with
cedar above the chambers that were on the forty-five
pillars, fifteen in each row. 4 There were window frames in
three rows, and window opposite window in three

tiers. ° All the doorways and windows had square frames,
and window was opposite window in three tiers. ® And he
made the Hall of Pillars; its length was fifty cubits, and its
breadth thirty cubits.
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There was a porch in front with pillars, and a canopy in
front of them.  And he made the Hall of the Throne
where he was to pronounce judgment, even the Hall of
Judgment. It was finished with cedar from floor to rafters.
8 His own house where he was to dwell, in the other court
back of the hall, was of like workmanship. Solomon also
made a house like this hall for Pharaoh's daughter whom
he had taken in marriage. ° All these were made of costly
stones, cut according to measure, sawed with saws,

SONIM



back and front, even from the foundation to the coping,
and from the outside to the great court. '° The foundation
was of costly stones, huge stones, stones of eight and
ten cubits. " And above were costly stones, cut according
to measurement, and cedar. '? The great court had three
courses of cut stone all around, and a course of cedar
beams; so had the inner court of the house of

the Lord and the vestibule of the house.
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“Careful reading of these chapters reveals that Solomon’s

concern for the glory of
only by his concern for |

God] is matched (and surpassed)
his own glory, which is eloquently

announced to the watc]

hing world by his very own grand

design, as his palace dwarfs [God’s] temple.”

J.

Gary Millar

J Gary Millar, “1-2 Kings” in ESV Expository Commentary Vol 3: 1 Samuel — 2 Chronicles, ed. lain M. Duguid, James M. Hamilton Jr., & Jay Sklar, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway,

2019) 555.
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13 “Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness,

and his upper rooms by injustice, who makes his
neighbor serve him for nothing and does not give him his
wages, " who says, ‘| will build myself a great house with
spacious upper rooms,” who cuts out windows for it,
paneling it with cedar and painting it with vermilion. '* Do
you think you are a king because you compete in cedar?
Did not your father eat and drink and do justice and
righteousness? Then it was well with him.
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4“ls it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled

houses, while this house lies in ruins?
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John 1:14a ESV

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us...
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...If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make
our home with him.
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