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Fostering spiritual
disciplines for our
flourishing

CONFESSION EVANGELISM



Luke 11:1-13

' Now Jesus was praying in a certain place,
and when he finished, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John
taught his disciples.” 2 And he said to them,
“When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be
your name. Your kingdom come. * Give us
each day our daily bread,

SWHILAHY

P



Luke 11:1-13

4 and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And
lead us not into temptation.” ®> And he said to
them, “Which of you who has a friend will go
to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend,
lend me three loaves, © for a friend of mine
has arrived on a journey, and | have nothing
to set before him’;
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Luke 11:1-13

" and he will answer from within, ‘Do not

bother me; the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed. | cannot get up
and give you anything’? 8 | tell you, though he
will not get up and give him anything because
he is his friend, yet because of his impudence
he will rise and give him whatever he needs.

SWHILAHY

P



Luke 11:1-13

9 And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. ' For everyone who asks
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to
the one who knocks it will be opened. "' What
father among you, if his son asks for a fish,
will instead of a fish give him a serpent;
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Luke 11:1-13

2 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a
scorpion? 1 If you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
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But nhow even more the report about
him went abroad, and great crowds
gathered to hear him and to be healed
of their Infirmities. But he would
withdraw to desolate places and pray.
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Luke 5:15-16 ESV .,



In these days he went out to the mountain to

pray, and all night he continued in prayer to
God.
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Luke 6:12 ESV .,
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Now it happened that as he was praying
alone, the disciples were with him. And he
asked them, “Who do the crowds say that |
am?”
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Luke 9:18 ESV n



Usually we think of the life of Christ as a series of
miracles, parables, and personal conversations,
culminating in the events of his passion, and
occasionally interrupted by seasons of prayer. But we
could just as well see his life the other way around: as
a series of private prayer times, interspersed with the
ordinary events of his daily ministry. Jesus Christ was a
great man of prayer.

PHILIP GRAHAM RYKEN
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The Ingredients of Healthy Prayer
VS. 2-4

2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say:
“Father, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily
bread, 4 and forgive us our sins, for we
ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to
us. And lead us not into temptation.
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Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What
shall we eat? or ‘What shall we drink?" or
‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek
after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But seek
first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.
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Matthew 6:31-33 ESV -



Jesus did not tell us to pray for a chocolate
eclair.
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....give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me
with the food that is needful for me, lest | be
full and deny you and say, “Who is the Lord?”
or lest | be poor and steal and profane the
name of my God.

Proverbs 30:8-9 ESV
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Let no one say when he is tempted, “| am
being tempted by God,” for God cannot be
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no
one. But each person is tempted when he is
lured and enticed by his own desire. Then
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin,
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth
death.

James 1:13-15 ESV
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No temptation has overtaken you that is not
common to man. God is faithful, and he will
not let you be tempted beyond your abillity, but
with the temptation he will also provide the
way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it.
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15t Corinthians 10:13 ESV



In a culture that is increasingly secular and profane, we
pray for holiness. In a culture where people want to
promote their own agendas, we pray for the kingdom of
God. In a culture that fosters its independence and
lives for its luxuries, we trust God for daily bread. In a
culture that is convinced of its own righteousness, we
beg forgiveness. In a culture that revels in its
temptations, we ask God to lead us away.

Philip Graham Ryken
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The Power of Persistent Prayer
VS. 5-8

> And he said to them, “Which of you who has
a friend will go to him at midnight and say to
him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, ° for a
friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and |
have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will
answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the
door iIs now shut,
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The Power of Persistent Prayer
VS. 5-8

and my children are with me in bed. | cannot
get up and give you anything’? 8 | tell you,
though he will not get up and give him
anything because he is his friend, yet because
of his impudence he will rise and give him
whatever he needs.
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Trusting the Goodness of the God We
Pray To VS. 0-13

9 And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. ' For everyone who asks
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to
the one who knocks it will be opened. " What
father among you, if his son asks for a fish,
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Trusting the Goodness of the God We
Pray To VS. 0-13

will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if
he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
131f you then, who are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”
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In him you also, when you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory.
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Ephesians 1:13-14 .



People ought not to think of God as unwilling to
give: he is always ready to give good gifts to his
people. But it is important that they do their part
by asking. Jesus does not say and does not
mean that, if we pray, we will always get exactly
what we ask for. After all, ‘No’ is just as definite
an answer as ‘Yes.’ He is saying that true prayer
IS neither unheard nor unheeded. It is always
answered in the way God sees is best.

L.eon Morris
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