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ROMANS 8:18-27

BFor | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. ™ For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. %° For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of
God. %? For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in
the pains of childbirth until now. %> And not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.




ROMANS 8:18-27

*For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what he sees? %> But if we hope for what we do not see,

we wait for it with patience. %° Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. ?” And he who searches
hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God.



1. OUR HOP

ROMANS 8:24-25

*For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what he sees? %> But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience.



“Historically speaking, we have exactly the kind of
evidence one would expect to find if Jesus resurrection
was real... and far more pointing in that direction than if it
was just made up.”

J. DICKSON



2. OUR HELP
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ROMANS 8:26-27

%6 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings
too deep for words. 2/ And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind

of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will
of God.



‘Some people get so entangled in the various do’s and
don’ts of prayer, so transfixed by the problem of sorting
out what is our part and what is God'’s part, so bogged
down fretting over whether they, as mere flawed humans,
should ask anything of a holy, almighty God, or conversely
whether there is any point in asking since God will do what
he wants anyway that they become paralyzed about
praying..Don't fret; just pray. God fixes our prayers on the
way up! If he does not answer the prayer we made, he will
answer the prayer we should have made. That is all
anyone needs to know.’

J. l. PACKER



