
15:18–16:4 WHAT FRIENDS OF JESUS SHOULD EXPECT

PART VI: FINAL WORDS



John 15:12–16:4

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I
command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 
known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your 
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 
name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so
that you will love one another. 18“If the world hates you, know that
it has hated me before it hated you.



19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates you. 20Remember the word that I
said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours. 21But all these things they will
do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him
who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would
not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their 
sin. 23Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done 
among them the works that no one else did, they would not be 
guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my

John 15:12–16:4



Father. 25But the word that is written in their Law must be 
fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’

26“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he 
will bear witness about me. 27And you also will bear witness, 
because you have been with me from the beginning.

16 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling 

away. 2They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour 
is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service 
to God. 3And they will do these things because they have not 
known the Father, nor me. 4But I have said these things to you, 
that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them 
to you.

John 15:18–16:4



Friendship with Jesus

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I
command you.

John 15:12-14



Friendship with Jesus

15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I
have heard from my Father I have made known to you.

John 15:15



Friendship with Jesus

16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to
you. 17These things I command you, so that you will love one
another.

John 15:16-17



Friendship with Jesus

7It was not because you were more in number than any other 
people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you 
were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the Lord loves 
you.

Deuteronomy 7:7-8



Hatred From the World

18“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 
hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as 
its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20Remember the 
word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ 
If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep yours. 21But all these things they will
do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him
who sent me.

John 15:18-25



Hatred From the World

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would
not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for
their sin. 23Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had
not done among them the works that no one else did, they
would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated
both me and my Father. 25But the word that is written in their
Law must be fulfilled: ‘

John 15:18-25



Former rebels who have by the grace of the king been won back to 
loving allegiance to their rightful monarch are not likely to prove 
popular with those who persist in rebellion.

— D.A Carson



Hatred From the World

14But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be 
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts 
honour Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defence to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.

1 Peter 3:14-15



Spirit-Powered Perseverance 

26“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear
witness about me. 27And you also will bear witness, because you have
been with me from the beginning.

John 15:26-27



Spirit-Powered Perseverance 

16 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2

They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming
when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 3And
they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor
me. 4But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes
you may remember that I told them to you.

John 16:1-4



Spirit-Powered Perseverance 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you.

1 Peter 4:12-14


