


John 10:1-16
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 
robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not 
follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice 
of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but 
they did not understand what he was saying to them.



John 10:1-16
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 
door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 



John 10:1-16
He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; 
and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that 
are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”  



1 Peter 5:1-4
“So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness 
of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is 
going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among 
you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as 
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not 
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the 
flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
unfading crown of glory.”



The Responsibilities of 
Pastors and Leaders in the 

Local Church



1 Timothy 3:2-7

2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of 
one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own 
household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 

for if someone does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a 
recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall 
into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well 
thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into 
a snare of the devil. 



Titus 1:9

9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that 
he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also 
to rebuke those who contradict it.



2 Timothy 2:24-25

24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to 
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting 
his opponents with gentleness.



What An Elder Is Called To Do
vs. 1-2a
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness 
of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is 
going to be revealed 2 Shepherd the flock of God that is among 
you under your care, exercising oversight.



Acts 20:28

28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of 
God, which he obtained with his own blood.



“Oh pastors let us hear these arguments of Christ 
whenever we feel ourselves grow dull and careless, ‘Did I 
die for them and wilt thou not look after them? Were they 
worth my blood and are they not worth thy labour? Did I 

come down to seek and to save the lost and wilt thou not 
go to the next door or street or village to seek them? Have 
I done and suffered so much for their salvation, and was I 

willing to make thee a co-worker with me, and will thou 
refuse that little that lie upon thy hands?’”

 - Richard Baxter



How An Elder Is Called To Do It
vs. 2b-3
Not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not 
for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in 
your charge (care), but being examples to the flock.



Mark 10:42b-45

You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 

But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first 
among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.”



Hebrews 13:7, 17

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith… 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.”


