


TWO FOUNDATIONS 
MATTHEW 

7:24-29



Matthew 7:24-29 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.” And when Jesus finished these sayings, the 
crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as 
one who had authority, and not as their scribes.” 



Matthew 7:28-29
“And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished 
at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, 
and not as their scribes.” 



“It was the scribal habit to appeal to authority, for it was an age in 
which originality was not highly prized. It was widely accepted that 

there had been a golden age early in the history of the race and since 
then history had been all downhill. Those closer to the golden times 
might be expected to have the rights of it when any dispute arose. 

There was a widespread respect for age. Thus it was important to cite 
authorities if one wished to obtain a hearing. But Jesus ignored this 
scribal commonplace. Where others appealed to authorities, Jesus 

simply said, “I say unto you,” 

LEON MORRIS



“The people who hanged Christ never, to do them justice, accused 
him of being a bore – on the contrary, they thought him too dynamic 

to be safe. It has been left for later generations to muffle up that 
shattering personality and surround him with an atmosphere of 

tedium. We have very efficiently pared the claws of the Lion of Judah, 
certified him “meek and mild,” and recommended him as a fitting 

household pet for pale curates and pious old ladies.”

DOROTHY SAYERS



“There was no appeal to human authority, other than that of the 
conscience; no subtle logical distinctions, legal niceties, nor clever 

sayings. Clear, limpid, and crystalline, flowed His words from out the 
spring of the Divine Life that was in Him.” 

ALFRED EDERSHEIM



Matthew 7:26-27
“And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them 
will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”



Matthew 7:26
“And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them 
will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.” 



Ezekiel 33:30-32 
“As for you, son of man, your people who talk together about you by 
the walls and at the doors of the houses, say to one another, each to 
his brother, ‘Come, and hear what the word is that comes from the 
LORD.’ And they come to you as people come, and they sit before you 
as my people, and they hear what you say but they will not do it; for 
with lustful talk in their mouths they act; their heart is set on their gain. 
And behold, you are to them like one who sings lustful songs with a 
beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument, for they hear what 
you say, but they will not do it.” 



“All is not wheat that grows in cornfields, all is not gold that glitters.” 

CHARLES SPURGEON



“Much of modern evangelism is building on the sand. It allows no 
time for conviction of sin, no opportunity for deep repentance, no 

chance to understand why we must come to grips with the reality of 
our lostness, and no occasion for the Holy Spirit to work. The 

bandwagon is moving, and if you want to jump on, you had better do 
it.” 

JOHN MACARTHUR



“After hearing Dr. Billy Graham on the air, viewing him on television, 
and reading reports and letters concerning him and his mission, I am 
heartily sick of the type of religion that insists my soul (and everyone 
else’s) needs saving – whatever that means. I have never felt that I 
was lost. Nor do I feel that I daily wallow in the mire of sin, although 
repetitive preaching insists that I do. Give me practical religion that 
teaches gentleness and tolerance, that acknowledges no barriers of 

color or creed, that remembers the aged and teaches children of 
goodness and not sin. If in order to save my soul I must accept such a 

philosophy as I have recently heard preached, I prefer to remain 
forever damned.”  
ANONYMOUS 



Ezekiel 13:10-15 
“Precisely because they have misled my people, saying, ‘Peace,’ when there 
is no peace, and because, when the people build a wall, these prophets 
smear it with whitewash, say to those who smear it with whitewash that it 
shall fall! There will be a deluge of rain, and you, O great hailstones, will fall, 
and a stormy wind break out. And when the wall falls, will it not be said to 
you, ‘Where is the coating with which you smeared it?’ Therefore thus says 
the Lord GOD: I will make a stormy wind break out in my wrath, and there 
shall be a deluge of rain in my anger, and great hailstones in wrath to make 
a full end. And I will break down the wall that you have smeared with 
whitewash, and bring it down to the ground, so that its foundation will be 
laid bare. When it falls, you shall perish in the midst of it, and you shall know 
that I am the LORD. Thus will I spend my wrath upon the wall and upon 
those who have smeared it with whitewash, and I will say to you, The wall is 
no more, nor those who smeared it.” 



“high and dry, like a wreck on a sand-bank, a scandal to the Church, a 
by-word to the infidel, and a misery to himself. 

J.C. RYLE



“In applying this teaching to ourselves, we need to consider that the 
Bible is a dangerous book to read, and that the church is a dangerous 

society to join. For in reading the Bible we hear the words of Christ, 
and in joining the church we say we believe in Christ. As a result, we 

belong to the company described by Jesus as both hearing his 
teaching and calling him Lord. Our membership therefore lays upon 

us the serious responsibility of ensuring that what we know and what 
we say is translated into what we do.” 

JOHN STOTT



Matthew 7:24-25 
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” 



“In this sermon our Lord condemns once and for ever all trust in 
human endeavour and natural ability in the matter of salvation.” 

MARTYN-LLOYD JONES



John 14:21 
“Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves 
me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
him and manifest myself to him.” 



“Our pleasure and our duty, though opposite before
Since we have seen his beauty, are joined to part no more…

To see the law by Christ fulfilled, and hear his pardoning voice
Changes a slave into a child, and duty into choice.”

JOHN NEWTON


