


Matthew 18:15-20
15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take 
one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. 



Matthew 18:15-20
18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I among them.”



The Biblical Practice of 
Church Discipline



‘What does it mean, and what does it look 
like, to be a part of, accountable to, and 
responsible for, a local church family? 



Matthew 5:13-16

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has 
lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything 
except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people's feet. 14 “You are the light of the world. 
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house.16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.”



“It is God’s Word that gives life to the spiritually 
dead, but God means for his Word to be set against 
the backdrop of transformed lives. Transformed lives 
make a church’s witness vivid and provocative. The 
world doesn’t need a Christianized shadow of itself. 

It needs something full of light and flavour, 
something distinct.”

 - Jonathan Leeman



Colossians 3:12-13

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness and patience, 
13 bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive.”



Galatians 6:1

“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any  
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep 
watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.”



Deuteronomy 19:15

“A single witness shall not suffice against a 
person for any crime or for any wrong in 
connection with any offense that he has 
committed. Only on the evidence of two 
witnesses or of three witnesses shall a 
charge be established.”



Matthew 16:18-19

18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”



Matthew 23:13

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of 
heaven in people’s faces. For you neither 
enter yourselves nor allow those who would 
enter to go in.”



John 20:23

23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness 
from any, it is withheld.”



“Formal church discipline, [excommunication], is 
the appropriate course of action whenever a 
church member’s failure to represent Jesus 

becomes so characteristic and habitual that the 
church no longer believes he or she is a 

Christian.”

 - Jonathan Leeman



1st Corinthians 5:1-13
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among 
you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for 
a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you 
not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed 
from among you.3 For though absent in body, I am present in 
spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment 
on the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus, 



1st Corinthians 5:1-13
5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 6 

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you 
may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, 
our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore 
celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of 
malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth. 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people—



1st Corinthians 5:1-13
10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need 
to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to 
associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is 
guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, 
drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For 
what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside 
the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those 
outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.”



1st Peter 2:9-12
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God's people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, 
I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your 
soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.”


