God’s Anointed King

Psalm 2; Acts 4:25-28; Revelation 19:11-16; Philippians 2:9-11
THE MAIN POINT: God has placed His chosen King on the throne in Zion, and the nations
must either submit to His rule or face His judgment. In the same way, Jesus is the Son and
true King whom God has set over all creation, and every nation is called to bow before Him.
Human rebellion against God will always fail, but His rule can never be shaken. Salvation is
found only in surrendering to Christ. In a world where sinful rulers rise and fall, we need a
righteous King whose kingdom will never collapse. In this psalm, the King is first seen as the
anointed son of David—but through the unfolding of God’s plan, the New Testament reveals
Him fully as Jesus Christ, the Lord of all.
BACKGROUND / CONTEXT: In its original historical setting, Psalm 2 describes David’s
enthronement as God’s chosen king. God had made a covenant with David (2 Samuel 7:8—
16), promising him a throne that would last forever. David was placed on Mount Zion as
God’s representative ruler, and the nations around him did rise up in opposition (2 Samuel
5-10). Yet God gave David victory over them. So, the declaration that “God has enthroned
His chosen king in Zion” and that the nations must submit or face His wrath was historically
and politically true of David’s reign. In that sense, Psalm 2 is a royal enthronement psalm,
celebrating the Lord’s appointment of His anointed king. But the scope and language of
Psalm 2 clearly reach beyond David. The promise that the king will rule “to the ends of the
earth” (v. 8) and “shatter the nations with an iron scepter” (v. 9) goes far beyond anything
David ever accomplished. The divine decree, “You are my Son; today | have become your
Father” (v. 7), points forward to the greater Son of David—Jesus Christ—whose unique
Sonship the New Testament confirms (Acts 13:33; Heb 1:5; 5:5). And the closing call to “take
refuge in Him” (v. 12) moves from political loyalty to personal salvation, which only Christ
can offer. David was the shadow; Christ is the substance. The historical Davidic kingdom was
real, but Psalm 2 ultimately points to the final and eternal reign of Jesus Christ—the King of
kings to whom every nation will bow (Philippians 2:9-11; Revelation 19:15-16).

A. The Question of Rebellion (v.1) -“Why do the nations rage and the peoples
plot in vain?” The word plot is the same Hebrew word used in Psalm 1:2 for
meditate. There’s a sharp contrast here—one person fills their mind with
God’s Word, while the other fills their mind with ways to fight against Him.

B. The Scope of Rebellion (vv 2-3) - “The kings of the earth take their stand, and
the rulers conspire together against the Lord and his Anointed One.” This
rebellion isn’t limited to one time or place—it’s universal. It includes political,
cultural, and moral opposition to God’s rule. In David’s day, this likely referred to
the neighboring nations that resisted his rise to the throne (2 Samuel 5-10). But the
psalm’s language goes far beyond David’s situation. The title “Anointed One”
(Messiah) points ahead to someone greater—the true Son of David, Jesus Christ,
against whom the world still conspires.

=> NT Connection: Acts 4:25-28 directly cites this psalm, interpreting the “rulers”
as Herod and Pontius Pilate conspiring against Jesus. The apostles understood
the cross as the moment when humanity’s long rebellion against God reached
its peak—and when God won the final victory.

-> Application: Humanity is still fighting against God’s authority—whether by
following the world'’s ideas, insisting on doing life their own way, or deciding for
themselves what’s right and wrong. But all that rebellion is pointless (in vain). In
the end, everyone who resists God will face His judgment.

2. The Lord’s Response from Heaven (vv. 4-6)

A. God’s Ridiculing Laughter (v. 4) - God’s laughter isn’t for amusement; it’s the
confident response of a King who knows no one can threaten His rule.

B. His decisive wrath (v. 5) - “Then he speaks to them in his anger and terrifies
them in his wrath.” God doesn’t need weapons or armies to stop rebellion—
His word alone has power. The same rebellion that began with arrogant
speech (“Let us tear off their chains,” v. 3) is ended by divine speech. When
God speaks, human defiance is silenced.

C. His Royal Declaration (v.6) - “I have installed my king on Zion, my holy
mountain.” ‘My’ King/Mountain: Signifies God’s covenantal presence and rule.

-> NT Connection: The New Testament connects this Psalm’s enthronement and
ascension with Christ’s resurrection and ascension (Acts 2:30-36).

-> Application: No chaos can shake the throne of heaven. Christ already reigns,
and our confidence rests in His unshakable rule—not earthly power/ politics.

3. The King’s Divine Right (vv. 7-9)

A. The Son’s testimony (v. 7)-“You are my Son; today | have become your Father.”
Davidic covenant echo: (2 Sam. 7:14). In ancient Israel, the king had a special
covenant relationship with God. He was called God’s “son” —not by birth, but
because he represented God’s authority on earth.

B. The scope of His inheritance (v. 8) - “Ask of me, and | will make the nations
your inheritance and the ends of the earth your possession.” This verse is the
Great Commission in seed form—God’s promise that all nations will one day
belong to His Son. Revelation 11:15 declares its fulfillment: “The kingdom of
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ.”

C. The certainty of His judgment (v. 9)-“You will break them with an iron scepter;
you will shatter them like pottery.” A symbol of unyielding authority— seen
also in Rev. 19:15. Christ’s reign offers mercy now and judgment later.

- NT Connection: (Fulfillment) Declared publicly at Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 3:17),
transfiguration (Matt. 17:5), and resurrection (Acts 13:33).

-> Application: We either serve the Son now or face Him later as Judge. The
gospel invitation comes from the One who will one day bring perfect justice.

4. The Wise Response of the Nations (vv. 10-12)

A. The warning to earthly rulers (vv. 10-11) - “So now, kings, be wise; receive
instruction, you judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with reverential awe and
rejoice with trembling.” Wisdom begins with submission to God’s rule (Prov.
9:10). Reverence and joy belong together: fear w/o despair, delight w/o pride.

B. The invitation to intimacy and refuge (v. 12) - “Pay homage to the Son, or he
will be angry and you will perish in your rebellion... All who take refuge in him
are happy.” “Pay homage” (literally “kiss the Son”) is a sign of loyalty and love.
The psalm ends where it began—with blessing. Psalm 1 blesses those who
delight in God’s Word; Psalm 2 blesses those who take refuge in His Son. True
joy comes through humble submission to both.

- NT Connection: Philippians 2:9-11 shows the universal bowing of every
knee before Christ, echoing this final call to worship and refuge.

-> Application: The call to “kiss the Son” (homage) is the gospel call—to trust, love,
and submit to Christ. Neutrality is rebellion; refuge is found only in Him.




