
Two Wonderful Effects of Perfected Love 

(1 John 4:17-21) 
 

What is True & What to Do: 
 

  Loving others, confessing the Son, possessing the Spirit, abiding 

  in God (and His love) brings God’s love to its mature expression  

  in the believer, therefore, if you are a Christian, you should have 

  both love for the brethren and total confidence before God in view  

  of His coming judgment and Christ’s return. 
 

Background: 

Our study of John’s letter now brings us to the perfection of love, where 
God’s love is brought to its full and intended goal in the believer (v.17–21).  
Apparently, given John’s words in this chapter, believers in the first century 
shuddered at the thought of future judgment. Even today, the idea is 
sobering—even scary: standing before the Lord on His throne to give an 
account for one’s life on earth (2 Corinthians 5:10). Yet John explains 
clearly how we can banish such fear from our lives.1 “Two wonderful 
purposes of that goal are 1) love for our brothers and sisters in Christ and 
2) confidence when the believer stands before God on judgment day and 
the complete absence of fear at that time (v. 17–18). How is this possible?  
 

The answer is that when you stand before God on that day, He will see 
you as He sees His Son. The love of God will have done its perfect work 
as it is applied to that day when we stand before God.”2 It is important to 
understand that the emphasis by John in these verses is not so much upon 
that love God has in Himself (He is perfect already) or God’s love in us, 
but rather upon our expression of love both for God and one another. Thus, 
in close union with God (a mutual relationship with Him), Christian love is 
perfected so that no fear exists on the day of judgment. Likewise, God 
makes it clear in this passage that the expression of perfect love makes it 
impossible for a man to love God if he genuinely fails to love his brother. 
Love for God and hatred for a brother cannot coexist in the same heart.3 
 

1.) NO FEAR! We should have confidence for the future (v. 17–18) 
 

o “Made complete” does not mean flawless in a moral or any other 
sense. It means “mature,” and it refers to that state of mind and 
activity in which the Christian is to find himself when the love of 
God within him, expresses itself in the believer’s own love and 

has accomplished that which God fully intends it to complete.4 
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o The day of judgment is as fixed in God’s eternal timetable as any 
other day in world history. John says perfect love casts out fear 
and terror. He doesn’t mean that your love for God is grounds for 
acceptance. Rather, those fears are calmed by love for God. He 
is the one who loved us and favored us in Christ! 
 

o Because believers are becoming like God (v.17), they do not 
need to live in terror of Him. Fear is not the “righteous awe” that 
people should have because it is built on “guilt” and the worry of 
punishment. Perfect love involves confidence! 
 

o Paul wrote to the Romans in 8:15, “For you did not receive a spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear. Instead, you received the Spirit of 
adoption, by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father!” 

 

2.) NO HYPOCRISY! To say you love God but hate a brother or 
sister is to live a lie (19–21) 
 
 

o Our love has its origin in God’s love. We love because He first 
loved us. His love is the source and the cause of our love of 
others. If you are not loving others as you ought, you do not know 
God’s love as you should! 
 

o If you do not have the ability to love the brother or sister you can 
see, it is impossible for you to love the God you have not seen. 
How can you love the creator if you do not love others as a part 
of His creation? If you cannot love His children, you cannot love 
their Father. 

 

o “John was likely countering the spiritual elitists who boasted of 
their relationship with God. This boast—I love God—can be 
tested by their love for the community of God. If these people 
show hate [for] their brothers or sisters in Christ—by rejecting 
them or refusing to fellowship with them—their love for God 
should be questioned. Such was the case with Diotrephes, who 
refused to have fellowship with John and his coworkers (see 3 
John 9–10). In fact, John says that such people are liars. 
Believers know that God loves them and that they need no longer 
fear Him, but they still are responsible for loving Him and other 
believers. It is easy to claim to love God when that love doesn’t 
cost anything more than weekly attendance at religious services. 
But the real test of a person’s love for God is how that person 
treats other Christians and others. People cannot truly love God 
while neglecting to love those who are created in His image.”5 
See also, Matthew 22:37–40; Mark 12:30–31; John 13:34. 
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APPLICATION: 
 

 

1. God is love, and there is no fear in love because fear involves 
punishment. The one who fears is not complete in love (v.18–19). 
But you are greatly loved by God. His favor is already shown in 
the sending of Jesus to pay the price for your sins (Jn. 3:16–17).  
 

DON’T BE FEARFUL!  
BE CONFIDENT AS THE JUDGMENT APPROACHES. SHARE 
JESUS SO OTHERS MAY COME TO KNOW JOY, NOT FEAR. 
 

2. For the seventh time in John’s letter: “If anyone says …!” (v.20), 
We have met this important phrase several times, and each time 

we knew what was coming: a warning against pretending.6  
 

HEED JOHN’S WARNING, DON’T BE A PRETENDER!   
DOES YOUR TALK MATCH YOUR WALK? NO HYPOCRITES! 
 

Arriving at v. 4:20, John has now pointed out three “lies” in this 

letter (lies seen in the lives of the false teachers).7 They may have 

claimed to “love God” and to “know God,” however: 

1. to make such a claim while disobeying God’s commands is 
a lie (1:6; 2:4); 

2. to make such a claim while denying the deity of God’s Son 
is a lie (2:22–23); 

3. to make such a claim while hating other Christians is a lie 
(4:20). 

 DON’T BE A LIAR! 
 

3. Which of John’s tests is more important? Righteousness (1 Jn. 
3:4–9), love (1 Jn. 3:18–24), or truth (1 Jn. 4:1–6)?  
 

LOVE IS FOREMOST, SO LOVE! SURRENDER YOUR 
“SELF-ABSORBED” SELF AND OBEY JESUS!  
 

[Righteous or moral behavior and sound doctrine mean nothing 
without love. Moreover, Jesus gave us a command in Mt. 22:37–
39 and Mk. 12:30–31. Then in 1 Jn. 4:21, we are told again, “and 
we have this command from Him: The one who loves God must 
also love his brother and sister.” It was not a suggestion or 
recommendation. If we truly love God, then we must truly love our 
brother as well.] 

 
6 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 522. 
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