
Don’t waste this past year -  invest it .  

Introduction 

1. Element…best leaders EVER (real friends get Nails-2am…Hayes’ are THAT!) 

2. What a waste of a year? Not wasted but invested? Go as planned? 

3. Share why - one that I am learning more and more…the turtle wins the race… 

1. Expect God to move…not just with shouts of joy, but a guide through the VALLEY! 

Coming out of a tough season, in one, or going into one.  

Coming out of a good season, in one, or going into one.  

Moment… 

Title - Don’t waste this past year - invest it.  

• Definition of investing - devote (one's time, effort, or energy) to a particular undertaking 

with the expectation of a worthwhile result. 

• I expect a return later! 

Luke 8:11-15 CSB 

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 The seed along the 

path are those who have heard and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 

hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the seed on the rock are those who, 

when they hear, receive the word with joy. Having no root, these believe for a while and fall 

away in a time of testing. 14 As for the seed that fell among thorns, these are the ones who, 

when they have heard, go on their way and are choked with worries, riches, and pleasures of 

life, and produce no mature fruit. 15 But the seed in the good ground—these are the ones 

who, having heard the word with an honest and good heart, hold on to it and by 

enduring, produce fruit. 
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James 1:2-4 CSB 

2 Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various 

trials, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let 

endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. 

Jesus’ brother, martyred for believing his brother was the Savior, blessed hope, God Man, the 

ONE.  

James 1:2-4 MSG 

2-4 Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all sides. You 

know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors. So 

don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and well-

developed, not deficient in any way. 

Don’t waste this year - invest it.  

When we think it’s wasting versus investing (wasted, escape, throw it in the trash)  

1. When it doesn’t feel Good 

2. When we suffer.  

3. When change happens.  

4. Fear, loss, safety, Risk, Slow (not immediate results), lack 

5. Interruption versus disruption… 

Don’t waste this year; invest it. 

When we are wasting a disruption to choose JOY through this trial and ENDURE… 

1. See it as the devil when it’s God who is changing the scene.  

2. Make it about Me and not how we can SEE what God wants and thinks 

2



DON’T WASTE THIS YEAR - INVEST IT. 

1 DURING TRYING TIMES GOD IS ALWAYS TRYING TO GET OUR ATTENTION TO INVEST. 

EX : TRIP STORY - Pain, pressure, producing - INNER PURSUE…ENDURANCE…Let the LORD 

COOK. Don’t rush the process. LIGHT LIFT The quick fix, never fixes only delays the inevitable.  

Not where is God limited, but where is God working.  

 This year is not wasted, it is invested. 

• How God builds people - wilderness, strips us of the world to find, we find the one 

who made the world. 

1. Inner Life vs Outer Life Headspace, Separate  

2. Our Secret power is found in the secret place - He is faithful to COME. We 

are too antsy to wait 

2 ENDURE, don’t give up.  

Marathon Runners.  

Romans 5:3-4 Christian Standard Bible 

3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, because we know that affliction 

(suffering/trials) produces endurance, 4 endurance produces proven character, and proven 

character produces hope. 

  Suffering is a teacher we hate most, but where God often teaches us the most.  

MATURITY is more attractive than any FLASH.  

 Don’t always notice the growth 

Piper - Don’t waste your life on things that don’t matter.  

Life is short eternity isn’t.  

• Enduring = in the NT the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate 

purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings 
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3 When I give up during a trial, I miss its investment to become more like Jesus.  

Our trials are never WASTED.  STOCK DOWN…DISNEY…it is going to go UP, where 

Jesus is seated in VICTORY 

A trial is an opportunity to become more like Jesus. 

4 In God we Trust   

Believe    EX: Voice of God (NEO) (JEV) ALBUM Rossi - I hear it now (ears to hear) 

I can hear it in the crackle of a bonfire 

And I can hear it in the middle of the ocean water 

Oh, I just can't explain, But it makes me wanna cry 

And I can hear when the rain falls on my windowsill 

On a playground where children's laughter lives 

Oh, I can't explain 

But it makes me wanna cry 

And I can hear it in the busy New York city streets 

And I can hear it in the country Georgia fields of green 

Oh, I can't explain, no 

But it makes me wanna cry 

It sounds like grand-momma, telling you where you come from 

Waste (Trash) Invest (God)

Fear Faith

Failure Resilience/Faithfulness

Loss Understanding, Father allowing Jesus, Deep wel

Worry Prayer, Patience, & Trust

Wait He Came + He’s Coming Again

Power Surrender to the all Powerful One

Now Eternity

Health Healer + Wisdom
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Said it's kind of like laughter, out of the mouths of your lovеd ones 

Or catching up with an old friend, reminiscing on back whеn 

It's like a summertime sprinkler, street side with my ice cream cone 

Said it sounds like a choir, singing hymns hallelujah… 

5 Jesus did it and we got the whole stands cheering us on.  

WHY - Gospel… 

Hebrews 12:1-2 CSB - Christian Standard Bible The Call to Endurance 

12 Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay 

aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the 

race that lies before us, 2 keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

For the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross, despising the shame, and sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God. 

OUR SUPER HERO - JESUS 

MY SUPER HEROES - WIFE, KIDS, BODY OF CHRIST AT CITY LIFE (EX: Comic Books) 

Jesus didn’t waste his life, he invested it so we could RETURN HOME. 

• God invests in us when our stock is down, not scared to be associated with God. 

Action  

1. Word of God 

2. People who want to become like Jesus - (8000 hours, 1 hour a week), transforming our 

whole lives 

• Invest  

• There is no substitute for diving deep into Jesus and prayer for our 

self, The secret power is found in the secret place, Word of God, 

Faithfulness gives us a voice. Focus on Jesus who is faithful. , 

REMEMBER Lite effort 

Closing 

• Pray - hard season, invest this past season, come home to Jesus. 
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