
Presence 
Part 3 | Two Truths of Prayer 

Presence (Define):  
1. the state or fact of existing, occurring, or being present in a 

place or thing. 
2. a person or thing that exists or is present in a place but is not seen.

3. a group of people, especially soldiers or police, stationed in a 

particular place.


We talk about His Presence, Revival, Bible reading, Prayer - but we think 
of them as separate things or pieces but there is a LARGER STORY and 
the players/actors in the individual scenes don’t work until you understand 
the story. Christianity is not an add into our worldview, but is the worldview 
by which we understand all else.


ILL. Movie Scenes vs. Movie Story/Narrative - Napoleon Dynamite


“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only 
because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” - C.S. Lewis


Matthew 6:9-10 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.


STORY of GOD & MAN’S INTERACTION

1. Creation 

2. Sin 

3. Separation 

4. Rescue 

5. Re-union 

6. Restoration




PRAYER 
TODAY: 2 Truths of Prayer


● Unanswered Prayers

● Prayer doesn’t work for me

● I asked and He didn’t move


“When I listen to people pray, and nothing reveals your true belief like how 
you pray, more often than not, it sounds like an orphan crying for mercy 
outside the gates, “God, please… please help me.” - John Eldredge


Nothing reveals our true belief like how we pray


God is our father… and yet…


● Unanswered Prayers

● Prayer doesn’t work for me

● I asked and He didn’t move


Two Truths of Prayer


Understanding these two truths of prayer matters because simply put 

IT CHANGES OUR EXPECTATIONS


1. God is growing us all up

2. We are in a great war for the souls of human beings


Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that 
house. At first, perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is 
getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; 
you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. 
But presently He starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts 
abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is 



He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite a different 
house from the one you thought of - throwing out a new wing here, 
putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. 
You thought you were being made into a decent little cottage: but He 
is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself. - CS 
Lewis 


1. God is growing us all up 

God’s end goal is Our Maturity (unity and oneness with Him)


ILL. My kids - as a parent, I want to see them mature. As they mature, they 
become more like me (not as a robot, but hopefully the good parts of me).


“What father is not pleased with the first tottering attempt of his little one 
to walk?... and what father would be satisfied with anything but the manly 
step of the full-grown son or daughter?” - George Macdonald


John 2:12-13 
I am writing to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven 
on account of his name. I am writing to you, fathers, because you know 
him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because 
you have overcome the evil one.


● John acknowledges we are all at different stages of maturing!

● “We are all underway and we are not all in the same place” - Eldridge

● God understands where we are & is committed to our development:


○ His goal is to move us through stages of maturity!


What is your first and greatest commitment in regards to church 
involvement? 


● His is Maturity




Ephesians 4:13 
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ.


Colossians 4:12 
Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends 
greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm 
in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.


Q: WHAT ARE THE MEANS FOR DEVELOPMENT & MATURITY?


A: Situations that stretch us, strain us, push us beyond what we thought 
we could endure = the very same circumstances that cause us to pray


ILL. Ministry - Knees: Dan & Danielle C. - Ministry Couple at Applebees - 
Ministry is a crucible that will put you on your knees, you just have to 
figure out what to do when you get there.


● The same situation that puts you on your knees can be the soil for 
intimacy with God and maturing into His design for who I am to be


GOD IS A GOOD FATHER & CAN BE TRUSTED!


Calvinism (sovereignty) vs. Arminian (free-will)

● God is sovereign in that he allows us free will

● We have an enemy of our souls


The dignity of causation 

● Your decision really do matter

● The Garden of Eden

● Love is ONLY possible with the dignity of causation/free will


ILL. GYM vs. HOME: When you show up at the gym you are not surprised 
or irritated when a trainer pushes you into your limits, it's what you came 



for but you would be mad if your housemate or your spouse expected this 
of you when you got home after a long day of school or work.


ILL. I am a parent and I want my children to grow up


When you understand that God’s goal is to GROW US UP it changes your 
expectations: how you experience Him and how you pray. 


God is growing us all up = A core assumption about effective prayer


Cottage vs Palace - a dwelling place for God


2. We are in a war for the souls of human beings 

ILL. Afghanistan

● Governmental powers, but spiritual powers

● Not just after Americans or foreigners, but after those of a different 

faith system


ILL. Christmas Story - (ust read this past week in Matthew SOAP)

(SOAP with us!) - APP


● Manger

● Animals

● Cute baby

● 3 wise men - Gifts

● Angel shows us to tell Joseph to flee to Egypt (used the $ from gifts)

● Herod slaughters all babies around bethlehem under age 2 
● WHAT EXACTLY IS GOING ON HERE?


Daniel 10:1-2, 4-6, 12-14a 
In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel 
(who was called Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it concerned a 
great war. The understanding of the message came to him in a vision. 2 At 
that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks.




4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the 
bank of the great river, the Tigris, 5 I looked up and there before me was a 
man dressed in linen, with a belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. 
6 His body was like topaz, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming 
torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his 
voice like the sound of a multitude.


12 Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that 
you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before 
your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. 
13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. 
Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was 
detained there with the king of Persia. 14 Now I have come...


● God answered the FIRST day but was delayed because of the way 
things work. 


● Too simplistic to say - I prayed and God didn’t answer! 

We are caught up in a collision of Kingdoms


Q: Does this shape the way you pray and interpret unanswered prayers?


Christmas Story… 
Revelation 12: 1-5, 7-12, 17 
Revelation 12: 2, 9-11, 17 
A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was 
pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3 Then 
another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven 
heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. 4 Its tail swept a third 
of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in 
front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might devour 
her child the moment he was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, 
who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.”..




7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not 
strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was 
hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads 
the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with 
him.

10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his 
Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them 
before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 11 They triumphed 
over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; 
they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 12  Therefore 
rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and 
the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, 
because he knows that his time is short.”

17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war 
against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and 
hold fast their testimony about Jesus.


Jesus Interceding for us - Why? 

“It is sobering to know that I am living in a story where Jesus needs to 
pray for me.” - John Eldredge


Romans 8:34

Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—
more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is 
also interceding for us.


Hebrews 7:24-25


COMING TO GRIPS WITH “THE PARTIAL”

● We are not at the end of the movie yet.




● There is only one paradise and we are not there yet

● BUT - paradise is coming


ILL. A seed planted that is growing (done and not yet completed) 
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On earth as it is in heaven 

The purpose of prayer is union with God 

The end result of prayer and union with God is the restoration of all things 


1) God is growing us all up

2) There is a great and terrible war going on for the souls of the human 

race 

● We live in the partial reality of what has been, and is being, 

done

● We must not lose our faith in the face of challenges and 

obstacles (unanswered prayers)


2 Corinthians 4:16-17  
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. 


Therefore we do not lose heart. God is at work within us: 
● God is growing us all up

● We are in a great war


Cottage vs Palace

Nothing reveals our true belief like how we pray




ILL. Movie Scenes vs. Movie Story/Narrative - Napoleon Dynamite


“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only 
because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” - C.S. Lewis


Matthew 6:9-10 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

That all our trials would bring us into union with you - 

● maturity 

● Purpose as we live in a collision of kingdoms with hope and purpose



