THE SIGN OF HIS COMING

Matthew 24, Daniel 11, the United States Parallel, the Image of the Beast, and the Final Testing of Covenant
Allegiance
A Walk Through the Cleansing of the House, the Prophetic Sequence, Food, Artificial Intelligence, Commerce, and
the Final War of Worship

Prepared for the King
“The people who know their Elohim shall be strong, and do exploits. Those who understand among the people
shall instruct many.” Daniel 11:32-33

I’m not bringing this prophetic message before us as another end-time lecture, a collection of alarming headlines,
or an ancient mystery designed to impress the curious. I’m bringing it as a warning, a summons, and a preparation,
because Matthew 24 places every generation beneath the searching eyes of Yahshua and prepares the final
generation to remain standing when deception, persecution, lawlessness, economic control, artificial voices, and
counterfeit worship converge within one final conflict of allegiance. The disciples asked for the Sign of His
coming and the end of the age, and Yahshua answered with unmistakable clarity so deception wouldn’t possess
our minds, fear wouldn’t govern our decisions, Tribulation wouldn’t overthrow our faith, disclosure projects and
counterfeit wonders wouldn’t steal our hope, and the systems of this age wouldn’t use access, survival, or pressure
to purchase worship that already belongs to YHWH. His warning wasn’t given to satisfy curiosity about the future;
it was given to form a people who know His Voice, guard His Covenant, endure when obedience becomes costly,
and refuse to bow when the kingdoms of this world demand what belongs to the King alone.

Before I speak about Persia, Daniel 11, the United States, Artificial Intelligence, engineered food, digital
identity, the speaking Image, or the End of Days Marketplace, one truth must govern everything that follows:
Yahshua, not the Beast, is the center of all prophecy! Every empire, deceptive sign, technological system,
economic limitation, and counterfeit image is just a temporary backdrop for the coming of the Son of Man.
Darkness is not gaining ultimate power. The appointed end is drawing near — the moment when the King will
break through, expose every false claim, judge the rebellion, and gather all who have remained faithful to Him.

Matthew 24 gives the sequence, Daniel supplies the imperial pattern Yahshua told the reader to understand,
Revelation 13 reveals that pattern in its final concentration around authority, image, breath given to this image,
speech, worship, name, commerce, and coercion, while Genesis exposes the ancient rebellion beneath the whole
conflict. Our modern world shows how global communication (not world communication), synthetic media,
automated decisions, surveillance, food dependency, digital identity, and programmable access could give that
conflict worldwide reach. No single headline is the Sign by itself. The question is who will possess our worship,
govern our mind, define our identity, and command our obedience when faithfulness becomes costly.

I won’t force a current event into a verse just because two phrases sound alike. Prophecy is weakened when a
preacher ignores historical context, language, prior fulfillment, and the limits of available evidence. Certainty
belongs to the text, while humility belongs to every proposed modern mechanism. Present systems can resemble
the function Scripture describes without becoming the final fulfillment Scripture names. That distinction doesn’t
weaken the warning; it preserves its prophetic integrity. Therefore, this message isn’t calling us into panic, hatred,
political worship, reckless date-setting, or contempt for people caught in confusion. I’'m calling us to know YHWH
more than an algorithm knows our habits, guard the Covenant when flattery offers access, test every artificial
voice, refuse every power attempting to seize the mind, body, name, table, labor, commerce, and worship
belonging to YHWH, and prepare our homes before pressure reaches its maximum. Prophecy fails whenever it
magnifies the Beast, feeds fascination with Darkness, and leaves Yahshua appearing smaller than the system He is
coming to destroy.

Before the Sign Appears, the King Cleanses His House and Turns over the Tables
“My House shall be called a House of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves.” Matthew 21:13

Before Yahshua gave the Mount of Olives discourse, He entered Jerusalem, confronted corruption in the
Temple, and overturned the tables men had learned to protect and monetize. The same King who would speak
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about the end of the age first exposed what religion had normalized in His Father’s House. Prophecy must never
become a hiding place for pride, greed, lust, manipulation, prayerlessness, or secret rebellion. The watchman who
studies the Beast system while refusing the cleansing of the King has misunderstood the purpose of the warning.

I didn’t come to make compromise feel harmless or spiritual unfaithfulness sound respectable. Yahshua still
reigns over His House and His Word still exposes the thoughts and motives no public appearance can hide. His
grace never made Him passive toward corruption, His love never allowed Him to remain silent in the face of abuse,
and His mercy never required Him to tolerate anything that defiled worship. He welcomed children, restored the
broken, drove out unclean spirits, confronted hypocritical leaders, wept over Jerusalem, and warned plainly that
judgment was coming. In Yahshua, gentleness never weakened authority, and authority never extinguished
compassion; both flowed perfectly from His absolute holiness.

John records Yahshua making a whip of cords, driving out those who turned worship into merchandise, pouring
out the money changers’ coins, and commanding, “Do not make My Father’s House a house of merchandise”(John
2:13-16). Matthew, Mark, and Luke preserve the declaration, “My House shall be called a House of prayer, but
you have made it a den of thieves.” His renovation wasn’t uncontrolled anger; His actions were judicial, prophetic,
covenantal, and holy because the Royal High Priest walked into that entire sleeping Temple system that was
intoxicated with the wine of rebellion and lust! The Son defended His Father’s House (His People) and announced
that access to YHWH couldn’t be bought, sold, manipulated, or controlled by religious ambition and neither can
you and I be bought today. When our King visits our temple, does He find the aroma of His Name or is there
another behind the veil?

Those overturned tables still speak to us today. Yahshua won’t surrender His House to personalities, platforms,
profits, performance, political loyalty, financial pressure, or the fear of man. He still confronts every arrangement
that uses sacred speech to protect selfish ambition. He still examines the assemblies, searches motives, exposes
hidden compromise, and calls His people to repent — the return to our original place in Him before the fall.
Anything that entered His House without His authority must be brought into the light and removed. That cleansing
led directly into Matthew 24. Yahshua left the Temple, and His disciples pointed out its impressive stones. They
saw visible strength, sacred history, and national identity. He saw a system beneath Covenant judgment as
Heaven’s Sacrifice stood before the rulers in living flesh, yet they plotted His death. Sometimes we must just say
we missed it and we were wrong! Priesthood stood before them in the Melkhizedek King-Priest, yet they
challenged His authority. The Word stood before them, yet they searched the Scriptures while refusing to come to
Him these same Scriptures spoke about regarding eternal life only found in Him. “YOU SEARCH THE
SCRIPTURES, THINKING THAT ETERNAL LIFE. IS CONTAINED WITHIN THE LETTERS
THEMSELVES, YET THOSE VERY SCRIPTURES TESTIFY OF YAHSHUA, THE, ONE. WHO IS THE
AUTHOR, SOURCE, AND GIVER OF ETERNAL LIFE!”

The Torah revealed sin, established holiness, exposed rebellion, declared the need for sacrifice, and pointed
faithfully toward the coming Redeemer, yet the Torah never claimed to possess eternal life within itself.
NOTHING written upon stone, NOTHING performed through ritual, NOTHING preserved through religious
structure, and NOTHING practiced by human effort could impart the eternal life that exists only in Yahshua. The
Torah could identify the wound, reveal the standard, and testify of the cure, but only the Messiah could shed the
Blood, conquer death, raise the fallen, and give life everlasting. No temple, priesthood, calendar, ordinance,
tradition, or religious system can protect a people who search the Scriptures while rejecting the Living Voice of
YHWH to whom those Scriptures have always pointed.

Yahshua declared that not one stone would remain upon another. His words drove the disciples privately to the
Mount of Olives, the mountain Zechariah 14 connects with the Day when YHWH confronts the Nations. The fall
of the stones represented more than the destruction of architecture. An order was being judged, and the King was
about to explain the sequence leading toward the end of the age. The House had been examined, the tables had
been overturned, and now the servants would be taught how to watch.

Matthew 24: The Prophetic Spine of the Message
“Take heed that no man deceive you.” Matthew 24:4

The disciples asked three connected questions: when the Temple judgment would occur, what would be the sign
of Yahshua’s coming, and what would mark the end of the age. His answer moves from deception to wars,
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famines, pestilences, earthquakes, persecution, offense, betrayal, false prophecy, lawlessness, love that grows cold,
worldwide Kingdom witness, the Abomination of Desolation, Great Tribulation, false signs, cosmic shaking, His
visible appearing, the trumpet, the gathering of the elect, the fig tree, the thief warning, and the examination of the
servant. Yahshua didn’t give a disconnected list; He gave a sequence that prepares the heart as well as the mind.

Deception comes first because every sign that follows will be interpreted through the condition of the heart. War
wasn’t mentioned first, nor were famine, earthquakes, or even the Beast, because the first battlefield is truth. A
generation can understand every end-times timeline and still be spiritually unprepared if it loves comfort more

than correction. Falsehood — sheqer (Vj?W) — distorts reality until rebellion looks loving and obedience looks

dangerous, while emptiness — hevel ( ’7:.‘!) — can appear meaningful yet lack the truth and life needed to sustain
the soul. Deception is most dangerous when it uses familiar words and mixes lies with truth. A false teacher
doesn’t need to deny everything; they only need to twist enough truth to make sin seem spiritual. In the same way,
a false system doesn’t need to call itself evil if it can offer unity without truth, peace without repentance, safety
without freedom, power without holiness, and worship without surrender. The remnant must love truth more than
comfort because truth confronts our plans, exposes hidden idols, corrects false beliefs, and removes every refuge
that won’t stand when the King appears.

Yahshua said we would hear of wars and rumors of wars, then immediately commanded us not to be troubled.
Every conflict isn’t the final war, every crisis isn’t the final seal, and every headline isn’t the complete fulfillment
of prophecy. Fear must never become our interpreter. Frightened people are easier to manipulate, and panicked
people often surrender judgment to whoever promises immediate safety. “See that you be not troubled” doesn’t
authorize carelessness. The command requires Covenant intelligence: recognize the shaking without being ruled
by it, prepare without panic, and refuse to let the news of nations become greater than the Word of the King.
Nation rises against nation, kingdom against kingdom, and famines, pestilences, and earthquakes appear in
different places. Our generation sees these realities with unprecedented speed and reach, yet Yahshua called them
the beginning of birth pains. Birth pains carry direction, increasing intensity, and an appointed outcome. The world
isn’t falling apart without purpose. The present order is moving toward the public confrontation in which the
Kingdom of YHWH displaces every rebellious kingdom. Pressure will expose what peace allowed people to hide.

Yahshua then moves from the shaking of nations to direct pressure against His disciples: they will be delivered
to tribulation, hated for His Name, and in some cases killed, as happened to most of those first disciples and has
continued throughout history. Allegiance to the King will collide with systems that demand another loyalty. Verse
10 turns the warning inward. Many will be offended, betray one another, and hate one another. Pressure doesn’t
create every weakness; pressure reveals what was already governing the heart. An unforgiving spirit under comfort
can become a betraying spirit under persecution. Present repentance is therefore part of future preparation. False
prophets rise during this atmosphere because crisis creates a market for comforting lies. Frightened people often
want reassurance without repentance, promises without surrender, victory without obedience, and peace without
holiness. Lawlessness, anomia, is more than public crime. The word describes rejection of YHWH’s Sovereign
Covenant Order. A lawless believer wants Yahshua as Savior while resisting Yahshua as King. A lawless
assembly wants gifts without Kingdom rule, mercy without repentance, authority without submission, and grace
without Covenant responsibility.

Love grows cold wherever lawlessness becomes normal. Biblical love can’t be separated from truth and
obedience. Emotionalism without truth blesses what YHWH calls rebellion, while truth without love becomes
proud and cruel. Yahshua joins love and obedience: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” The final crisis
will expose every confession of love that refuses the authority of the One being praised. Offense deserves special
attention because offended hearts are easily recruited by deception. Offense convinces a person that pain has
granted permission to abandon truth, loyalty, forgiveness, and restraint. Betrayal then begins to feel like self-
protection. The enemy doesn’t need to persuade every disciple to deny Yahshua openly if he can first fill the heart
with resentment, suspicion, and private justification. A congregation prepared for the end must learn how to
correct without hatred, forgive without calling evil good, and remain loyal to truth without becoming hard in spirit.

The warning concerning cold love also reaches the household. A father can study prophecy while remaining
emotionally absent. A mother can discern public deception while bitterness governs private conversation. A
shepherd can warn about the Beast while using the sheep to build his own name. A teacher can explain the Greek
and Hebrew terms while refusing the simplest command to love, repent, and serve. Yahshua places the condition
of love inside the prophetic sequence because the final test will reveal whether our knowledge produced His
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character. Yahshua then gives the demand modern escape doctrines often avoid: “He that shall endure unto the end,
the same shall be saved.” Endurance doesn’t purchase our redemption; it reveals that redemption has taken root
deeply enough to remain when compromise offers relief. Daniel sees the saints under pressure from the little horn.

Revelation sees saints confronting the Beast. Paul instructs believers to endure. This is why the Scriptures don’t
present a pressure-free discipleship. The Good News of the Kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a
witness, then the end will come. The age doesn’t close only under war, apostasy, and judgment. The age closes
under testimony. The King has come, died, risen, ascended, and taken His seat. He commands repentance now and
will return openly. A reduced gospel that offers Heaven while leaving self on the throne cannot form disciples
capable of resisting the final demand. The full Kingdom message calls us to repent, believe, surrender, obey,
endure, and live beneath the government of the risen King.

The word witness means the nations will not face the end without testimony concerning the rightful King. The
final Gospel doesn’t flatter Babylon, baptize national ambition, or promise that human systems can be perfected
without repentance. The message announces forgiveness through the Blood and government beneath the Throne.
Mercy opens the door, and allegiance walks through it. The same Gospel that comforts the broken confronts the
proud, releases captives from sin, and teaches the redeemed that their lives no longer belong to themselves.
Matthew 24 therefore moves from deception in the mind, pressure upon the body, lawlessness in society, coldness
in love, and witness among the nations toward the Abomination that openly demands what deception has been
preparing people to surrender. The sequence reveals a progression. Lies shape perception. Fear increases
dependence. Offense fractures loyalty. Lawlessness weakens obedience. Cold love makes self-preservation
supreme. The counterfeit throne then appears before a generation already trained to exchange truth for relief.

The Abomination, Great Tribulation, Visible Appearing, and Gathering
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days... then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven.” Matthew
24:29-30

Yahshua directs the reader back to Daniel: “When you therefore shall see the Abomination of Desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, whoever reads, let him understand.” Daniel isn’t optional

background. Yahshua makes Daniel part of end-time understanding. The Hebrew term shigquts, Y2\, identifies
what is detestable, polluted, and idolatrous before YHWH. The final rebellion moves beyond influence toward
enthronement. A power that first asks to be admired eventually demands the place, obedience, and worship
belonging to Elohim alone. Paul describes the Man of Sin exalting himself above what is called Elohim or
worshiped and presenting himself as divine. Revelation 13 shows the Beast demanding worship while the false
prophet directs the earth toward an image that speaks. Daniel sees a horn speaking against the Most High. These
witnesses converge around attempted throne theft. Isaiah 14 exposes pride saying, “I will ascend.” Genesis 3
reveals the Serpent teaching the creature to seize the right to define good and evil. The final Abomination brings
that ancient desire into public and political form.

Yahshua’s instructions concerning flight from Judea are practical, not decorative. Geography, timing, family
conditions, travel, Sabbath, and immediate obedience matter. Great Tribulation doesn’t mean Heaven has lost
control. The Beast pressures, the false prophet deceives, saints endure, and nations rage, yet the heavenly Court
remains seated. The days are shortened for the elect. The passage doesn’t say the elect are absent. Divine mercy
limits the pressure because His people remain within the conflict. Tribulation and divine wrath must not be
confused. Tribulation describes the pressure evil powers bring against the faithful. Wrath is YHWH’s judgment
against rebellion. Israel suffered Pharaoh’s oppression while YHWH distinguished Goshen. The early believers
suffered persecution without being objects of divine wrath. Revelation distinguishes the Beast’s war against saints
from the Lamb’s judgment upon the rebellious world. The Bride isn’t promised immunity from every wound. She
is promised that no power can separate her from the King who purchased her.

False messiahs and false prophets will show great signs and wonders, yet power alone is never the test. Torah
established the standard long before modern technology: even a convincing sign must be rejected when it leads
people away from YHWH. Every manifestation must therefore be weighed by the Word, the fruit it produces, the
authority it exalts, and the worship it demands. A spectacle can appear supernatural and still carry a lying altar.
Our generation must understand that sight and sound can no longer be accepted as final proof. Images can be
generated, voices can be cloned, events can be edited, and false testimony can be distributed worldwide before
careful examination begins. Those abilities don’t fulfill Matthew 24 by themselves, yet they create an environment
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in which deception can look personal, compassionate, and undeniable. The believer must test the message, the
spirit behind it, and the allegiance it demands. A miracle claim that leads away from the commandments of
YHWH remains false even when the experience feels overwhelming.

Yahshua also warns against claims that Messiah has appeared in a hidden room, private wilderness, secret
network, or restricted location. The true appearing won’t depend upon controlled access, selected viewers,
proprietary technology, an approved platform, or a mediated image. No institution will own the Return. No
government will authorize it. No artificial voice will interpret it for the world. The Son of Man comes with a
sovereignty that cannot be manufactured, censored, localized, or mistaken for a human production. Yahshua
removes every secret, regional, and manufactured counterfeit by declaring that His appearing will be like lightning
from east to west. Immediately after the Tribulation, the sun is darkened, the moon withholds its light, the powers
of the heavens are shaken, and the Sign of the Son of Man appears in heaven. The nations see Him coming upon
the clouds with power and great glory. The great Trumpet sounds, and the angels gather His elect from the four
winds. The sequence remains where Yahshua placed it: Tribulation, cosmic signs, visible appearing, Trumpet, and
gathering.

The fig tree teaches us to discern the season, not to seize authority YHWH has never given us by setting dates.
No man knows the exact Day or Hour, yet Yahshua still commands His people to recognize when the appointed
season is drawing near. Ordinary life can quietly numb an entire generation. People will eat, drink, marry, work,
build, buy, sell, and scroll while becoming unable to recognize moral collapse, spiritual decay, and the nearness of
divine accountability. Daily activity isn’t the enemy. Daily activity lived without the fear of YHWH is. The
warning of the thief isn’t directed toward watchful believers walking in the light; it is directed toward those
sleeping in spiritual darkness. Paul declares that the Day will overtake those in darkness like a thief, then
immediately tells the faithful, ““You are not in darkness, that the Day should overtake you as a thief.” The returning
King isn’t coming to surprise a people who are listening, watching, obeying, and walking in the light of His Word.
He is coming as a thief upon those who refused to discern the hour, loved darkness, and allowed the cares of this
age to silence the warning of Heaven.

Yahshua closes Matthew 24 by asking who will be found as the faithful and wise servant, feeding the household
when the Master returns. The chapter doesn’t end with speculation, fascination, charts, or arguments about
timelines. The chapter ends with accountability. The true evidence that prophecy has entered the heart is faithful
obedience, watchful service, and a household being nourished with truth. Prophecy that doesn’t produce
repentance, endurance, responsibility, and faithful service has informed the mind without completing its work in
the life.

Daniel 1-3: Babylon Tests the Table Before the Image

Matthew 24 sends us back to Daniel, and Daniel begins by showing how Babylon forms allegiance long before
it openly demands worship. Babylon changes names, retrains language, controls education, manages provision,
and connects advancement to the favor of the king. Appetite, identity, privilege, and dependence are tested before
the furnace becomes visible. Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah refuse the king’s provision when receiving it
would compromise Covenant faithfulness. Their courage before the image begins with consecration at the table.
Scripture repeatedly connects tables with fellowship, authority, and agreement. The Bread of the Presence testified
that Israel’s life proceeded from YHWH. Yahshua took Bread and the Cup at Passover and declared the New
Covenant in His Blood. A table can nourish Covenant, or it can train dependence upon another kingdom. What we
continually receive shapes what we trust, what we desire, and whose provision we fear losing.

Daniel and his companions requested zera 'im, Q3WMY, seed-grown food and water. The passage doesn’t
establish a universal prohibition against meat. The issue is defilement, assimilation, and dependence beneath
Babylonian authority. Their refusal teaches that public resistance begins in private appetite. A person governed by
appetite will struggle to refuse a system that offers comfort, security, and provision in exchange for compromise.
Daniel 2 presents one imperial image composed of successive kingdoms. The metals change, yet the Image
remains. Tzelem, B9X, reveals dominion severed from Covenant taking different political forms across history.
Daniel 3 then shows the Image demanding a bodily response. Music, officials, public spectacle, synchronized
obedience, and the threat of death gather at one altar. The empire wants more than private admiration. The empire
wants the body to bow. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah don’t decide their allegiance when the music begins.
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Their answer was settled beforehand. YHWH can deliver, yet obedience doesn’t depend upon receiving the
outcome they prefer. The king can heat the furnace but cannot control the Presence of Elohim. Daniel 1 shows
Babylon forming appetite and identity. Daniel 2 reveals the imperial Image. Daniel 3 exposes the moment when
the Image demands worship. Revelation 13 carries that pattern into its final and worldwide concentration.

Daniel 11, Persia, Kittim, and the United States Parallel
“Both these kings’ hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; yet the end shall be at the
time appointed.” Daniel 11:27

I want us grounded in history before we begin applying Daniel 11 to the modern world. The chapter opens
during the Persian period, moves into the rise and division of the Greek Empire, follows the long struggle between
the kings of the north and the south, describes the persecution carried out by Antiochus IV, and then reaches
toward the final conflict connected to the appointed end. History doesn’t weaken prophecy. History confirms that
the Word of YHWH was accurate long before our generation appeared and long before modern events began to
resemble the patterns Daniel recorded.

The mighty king in Daniel’s vision corresponds to Alexander the Great. His empire expanded with remarkable
speed, yet after his death it didn’t remain united or pass securely to his descendants. The kingdom was divided
among other rulers, just as Daniel had foretold. The Ptolemaic kingdom arose south of Israel in Egypt, while the
Seleucid kingdom ruled north of Israel through Syria and the surrounding regions. Israel stood between these
competing powers and became the corridor through which armies marched and kingdoms fought. Treaties were
made and broken, royal marriages were arranged for political advantage, and rulers used the Land as a pathway to
greater power. The Covenant people suffered beneath empires that saw the Promised Land as military territory to
be occupied, traded, and controlled. YHWH saw something entirely different. The Land remained part of His
Covenant purpose, even while foreign rulers fought over it. Armies could cross it, kings could claim it, and
empires could temporarily control it, yet none of them possessed the authority to cancel what YHWH had
appointed. Daniel reveals that even the movements of powerful kingdoms remain beneath the boundaries of
Heaven.

Daniel 11:21-35 focuses heavily upon Antiochus IV. He rose through intrigue, corrupted through flattery,
attacked the Covenant, profaned the Sanctuary, removed the daily offering, and persecuted those who resisted.
Antiochus was a real ruler, not merely a symbol. His conduct became a historical pattern Yahshua could later
invoke when He spoke of the Abomination of Desolation. Faithful interpreters differ over the precise point where
the chapter moves from Antiochus toward the final ruler. Honesty about that debate strengthens the warning. The
established pattern remains: imperial ambition, deceptive agreements, military pressure, religious corruption, and
assault upon Covenant worship. Modern Iran occupies the historic Persian homeland, yet Daniel 11:2 speaks first
about ancient Persian kings. I won’t turn the verse into a direct prediction of the modern Islamic Republic.
Historical continuity still matters. Persia has returned to the center of war, diplomacy, sanctions, nuclear concern,
shipping routes, proxy conflict, and worldwide attention. That return doesn’t prove the final identity of every king,
but it places the geography opening Daniel’s sequence back before the eyes of the world.

Daniel 11:27 exposes rulers sitting at one table while their hearts remain committed to deception. Agreements
can save lives, open roads, release captives, and restrain immediate violence, yet a signature cannot purify motive.
The warning applies to nations, corporations, ministries, and households. A table becomes dangerous when public
agreement hides private ambition, surveillance, betrayal, or preparation for the next conflict. Daniel 11:30 speaks
of ships of Kittim confronting Antiochus and forcing him to change course. Historically, Roman intervention
blocked his Egyptian campaign. Kittim began with Cyprus and came to represent a western maritime sphere. The
pattern is clear: a western sea power reaches into an eastern conflict, restrains a regional ruler, and compels
compliance. Humiliation then redirects the ruler’s anger against the Holy Covenant.

The United States provides a serious modern functional parallel, not an automatic prophetic identification.
America leads a western maritime order with fleets, bases, alliances, sanctions, intelligence, and financial
influence capable of reaching the Persian Gulf, the eastern Mediterranean, and the region surrounding Israel. That
role resembles the function seen in Kittim: western power projecting across the sea into an eastern struggle.
Resemblance must not be confused with fulfillment. Scripture hasn’t given us permission to declare that the
United States is Kittim in every final detail. The parallel is strongest when stated carefully: western maritime
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power still has the ability to interrupt regional kings, enforce economic pressure, protect routes, restrain campaigns,
and influence the land standing at the center of Daniel’s geography.

The American parallel extends beyond ships. Modern power travels through naval reach, air power, intelligence
networks, banking access, reserve currency, sanctions, technology controls, alliances, and control of strategic
routes. A regional ruler can be pressured without a formal invasion. Ports can be watched, assets frozen, weapons
restricted, communications intercepted, and allies mobilized. Daniel’s historical scene involved ships confronting a
king; the modern world has multiplied the instruments through which a western power can perform the same
restraining function. That parallel also carries a warning to the United States. A power capable of restraining
another nation can begin to believe that its own reach places it above judgment. Daniel refuses that illusion. Rome
restrained Antiochus and later stood beneath divine accountability. America may serve a restraining role in one
moment and still answer for bloodshed, greed, broken covenants, exploitation, pride, lawlessness, and spiritual
confusion. Military reach doesn’t establish righteousness, economic power doesn’t prove Covenant favor, and
usefulness in one prophetic pattern doesn’t make any nation the Kingdom of Elohim. YHWH can use a nation
without endorsing everything that nation has become.

The Promised Land remains central to the geography, yet no modern government possesses the Covenant itself.
Armies can defend borders, diplomats can negotiate terms, and institutions can claim religious authority, but none
can replace the Messiah, ratify the Covenant by legislation, or own the prophetic purpose of YHWH. The deepest
issue in Daniel 11 isn’t oil, territory, missiles, shipping lanes, or diplomatic prestige. Empire can tolerate religion
as culture or private comfort, yet it resists worship that produces public obedience and refuses purchase. The final
conflict therefore moves from military ambition into a war over holiness, allegiance, and who has the authority to
define worship. My allegiance cannot be transferred from the King to any nation merely because that nation
appears inside a prophetic parallel.

The People Who Know Their Elohim and the Increase of Knowledge
“Many shall search through it, and knowledge shall increase.” Daniel 12:4

The center of Daniel 11 isn’t the apparent strength of the persecutor. The center is the faithfulness of those who
know YHWH. Scripture doesn’t say the strongest people will possess the largest army, deepest intelligence
network, most advanced Artificial Intelligence, or greatest technological reach. Strength belongs to those who
recognize His character, submit to His authority, trust His Covenant, obey His Word, and remain faithful when

obedience carries a cost. Those with understanding, the maskilim, ﬂ‘b’:ﬂ??ﬁ, will instruct many. We aren’t called
to entertain the frightened, impress the curious, or build reputations through speculation. We must explain what
Scripture says, what Scripture doesn’t say, what history has fulfilled, what present evidence establishes, what
remains uncertain, and how the faithful must live. The greatest exploit may be refusing to lie when lying preserves
access, remaining holy when corruption becomes normal, feeding the poor, protecting the weak, teaching children
the created order, and worshiping when worship carries a price. Daniel is told that many will search through the
Book and knowledge will increase. Our age possesses worldwide communication, digital archives, manuscript
scans, satellite imagery, databases, instant reporting, linguistic tools, and Al-assisted comparison. Knowledge has
multiplied in speed, reach, and operational power. Quantity alone doesn’t make knowledge righteous. The fear of
YHWH determines whether knowledge becomes wisdom, stewardship, manipulation, or pride.

Artificial Intelligence now processes language, images, sound, code, scientific data, finance, military
intelligence, medical records, and human behavior. These systems can organize research, compare manuscripts,
detect patterns, generate media, guide machines, and make recommendations at a scale earlier generations couldn’t

imagine. Daniel didn’t use the phrase binah melakhutit, NONIDRDMA 71392, and I won’t rewrite the verse to say, “Al
shall increase.” Al is still one of the strongest instruments carrying the present increase of knowledge, which
makes the question of authority more important than the question of capability. The most important questions
aren’t only what a machine can do. Who gives the system authority? Whose morality shapes its goals? Who owns
the data? Who audits the decision? Who bears responsibility when an error becomes policy? Mankind received
dominion as stewardship under YHWH, yet portions of human judgment are now being delegated to systems that
classify, predict, recommend, approve, deny, and influence. A tool that assists judgment can quietly become the
authority replacing judgment. Convenience can become dependence, dependence can become permission, and
permission can become control.
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Artificial binah is not Covenant da’at, D¥T. A machine can recognize patterns, predict behavior, imitate voices,
and generate fluent language. No machine can repent, enter Covenant, worship from love, receive the Ruach, bear
moral accountability before YHWH, or know Him as Daniel 11:32 describes. Al can process Scripture while
remaining outside redemption, describe holiness without becoming holy, and imitate a preacher’s voice without
receiving a divine commission. Eloquence can be generated. Anointing cannot be manufactured. I refuse the false
choice between worshiping technology and rejecting every tool. Printing presses, concordances, digital searches,
and Al can assist research, organization, translation, and comparison. No tool is the final authority. Scripture
judges Al, science, culture, government, corporations, and the preacher. Machines can learn our vocabulary and
echo our assumptions, yet the Word must retain the right to contradict us. Technology multiplies power. Only the
fear of YHWH multiplies wisdom.

Digital Babel gives us another warning. Babel gathered language, labor, ambition, and technology around the
desire to make a name and prevent scattering. The modern network can connect nations for righteous service, yet
the same network can centralize speech, memory, commerce, identity, and social approval. A system that
translates every language can spread truth or coordinate deception. A system that remembers every transaction can
protect against fraud or become an instrument of permanent surveillance. Al also changes the speed of judgment: a
family may be denied service, employment, travel, insurance, or financial access through a score no individual can
explain. Mathematical language doesn’t make a system morally neutral. Every model carries assumptions, chosen
goals, selected data, and human authority. Numbers can conceal judgment; they cannot remove moral
responsibility.

The Image of the Beast: Counterfeit Image, Breath, Speech, and Worship
“He had power to give breath unto the image of the Beast, that the image of the Beast should both speak...”
Revelation 13:15

The Image of the Beast must be understood through the whole biblical conflict over image. Genesis begins with
humanity created as the Tzelem of Elohim. Mankind was made to represent the Creator beneath His authority,
receive His breath, and exercise stewardship as accountable image-bearers. Messiah is the perfect Image of the
invisible Elohim, revealing the Father through truth, obedience, humility, holiness, sacrifice, and resurrection life.
Revelation 13 presents a counterfeit image that reveals the Dragon through deception, coercion, blasphemy, and
death. Daniel’s Image prepares us for Revelation’s Image. Daniel 2 shows one imperial Image expressed through
successive kingdoms. Daniel 3 shows an imperial Image placed before the nations and demanding a visible bow.
Revelation 13 joins both patterns. The Beast embodies political dominion, the false prophet creates and promotes
the Image, signs produce wonder, the Image receives breath, the Image speaks, refusal brings death, and economic
participation becomes tied to the same system of worship. The final Image isn’t an isolated statue. The Image
stands inside an integrated order of authority, propaganda, identity, enforcement, and commerce.

An image in the ancient world represented more than appearance. The image carried the name, presence, claim,
and authority of the ruler it represented. To honor the imperial image was to acknowledge the empire behind it. To
refuse could be treated as rebellion against the throne. Revelation uses that political and religious weight. The
Image becomes a visible and functioning representative of Beast authority, turning worship into a public test of
citizenship and loyalty.

The false prophet serves as the mediator who persuades the earth that the Image deserves trust. Signs create
credibility. Religious language gives political power a sacred appearance. The first Beast supplies authority, while
the second Beast interprets that authority, directs worship, and makes rebellion against the system appear rebellion
against peace itself. The pattern warns us about any alliance in which spiritual influence teaches people to
surrender the mind to political or technological power. John describes image, breath, speech, worship, and death.
He doesn’t name a computer, robot, hologram, data center, artificial general intelligence, satellite network, or
digital avatar, so responsible teaching must begin with what is written. Modern capabilities still make the ancient
description functionally imaginable. Synthetic voices can speak in any language, generated faces can appear
human, interactive systems can answer questions and adapt persuasion, robotics can give software a body,
augmented reality can place an image into shared space, and global networks can carry one voice across nations
within seconds. None of this proves the final mechanism. These capabilities show how an Image could become
responsive, conversational, persistent, and joined to systems of authority. The danger begins when simulated
presence is treated as moral authority.
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A speaking Image could become the public face of an order too large and complex for people to understand.
Instead of seeing thousands of agencies, databases, corporations, military systems, and financial rules, the
population may encounter one voice, persona, symbol, or approved intelligence representing the whole structure.
That interface could identify, record, score, and decide what people are permitted to do while presenting a
different appeal to each hearer. One person could receive promises of safety, another prosperity, another religious
confirmation, and another threats of exclusion. Personalization would make a distributed empire feel intimate
while every version still served one throne.

Revelation says the false prophet gives breath to the Image. The word can refer to breath or spirit, yet the text
doesn’t require us to claim that technology creates true life. YHWH alone gives the breath of life and forms living
image-bearers. The counterfeit may imitate life, receive delegated agency, or appear animated enough to command
obedience. Electricity can animate. Software can generate speech. Data can mimic memory. None of them can
create a soul, cleanse a mind, raise the dead, or give eternal life. Fluency isn’t spirit. Prediction isn’t prophecy.
Simulated compassion isn’t Covenant love. The Image speaks, and speech in Scripture carries authority. Creation
responds to the Voice of YHWH, while the Beast’s Image speaks for another throne and demands death for those
who refuse worship. Modern Al intensifies this connection because speech can now be automated, translated,
targeted, and joined to judgment. A single system can shape what people see, rank what they hear, suppress what
they may say, close an account, deny a permit, flag a traveler, restrict a purchase, or identify a person as dangerous.
Every algorithm isn’t the Image, yet automated speech and automated judgment can become instruments through
which an image of empire teaches, persuades, identifies dissent, and enforces loyalty. Revelation’s warning cannot
be reduced to inconvenience. The Image’s speech is joined to punishment and death, and a connected system can
isolate targeted people faster and more completely than any ancient empire.

The final counterfeit attacks perception before it enforces behavior. Synthetic media, cloned voices, generated
video, immersive environments, autonomous agents, coordinated narratives, and personalized persuasion can make
falsehood emotionally convincing. The same deception can be adjusted to language, culture, fear, desire, and
personal history. Wonder comes before coercion: the earth marvels before it worships, admiration softens
resistance, dependence normalizes permission, and convenience trains obedience. The final bow may be public,
yet the habits preparing that bow are formed through the daily surrender of judgment and mindset. The remnant
must know the Shepherd’s Voice before a manufactured voice arrives with signs, authority, and global agreement.

The war is therefore image against image. The Beast’s order attempts to reduce human beings to profiles, scores,
consumers, labor units, biological material, and predictable behavior. YHWH calls us living image-bearers who
cannot be reduced to data. The Beast’s Image reflects the Dragon’s desire to centralize glory and command
worship. Yahshua reveals the Father and restores the image of Elohim through redemption. One image demands
that humanity mirror empire. The true Image transforms humanity into faithful likeness through the Ruach. This
conflict explains why the body matters. The Beast seeks the forehead and hand because worship must reach
thought and action. Daniel 3 demanded knees to bend. Revelation 13 demands a life to participate under another
name. The Gospel doesn’t save an invisible religious opinion while leaving the body, labor, money, speech, and
relationships beneath Babylon. Covenant allegiance reaches the whole person.

The Image also imitates mediation. Yahshua is the one Mediator who brings humanity to the Father through His
Blood. The counterfeit order offers another mediator between people and daily life: an image or system through
which identity is verified, truth is interpreted, resources are granted, and participation is approved. Dependence
upon that mediator can become worship when no one may live normally without receiving its authority. The war is
also breath against breath. Babel builds through human ambition. The Image receives counterfeit breath. Yahshua
breathes upon His disciples and speaks of receiving the Ruach HaQodesh. The Spirit writes YHWH’s Covenant
upon the heart, produces holy fruit, convicts of sin, and glorifies Messiah. The counterfeit breath produces speech
without holiness, intelligence without wisdom, unity without truth, and life-like action without eternal life.

The war is name against Name as Babel desired to make a name for itself apart from YHWH. The Beast carries
names of blasphemy, and the mark is directly connected to the Beast’s name and number. In contrast, YHWH
seals His servants with His own Name. Identity therefore stands at the center of the conflict. The question isn’t
merely what a person is called, but who possesses the authority to define them, govern them, and claim their
allegiance. A system becomes spiritually dangerous when participation requires someone to accept an identity,
confession, or loyalty that contradicts the Name and authority of YHWH. Digital identity isn’t automatically the
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mark of the Beast, yet identity systems can become instruments of enforcement when access to work, commerce,
travel, food, or public life is made dependent upon forbidden worship or lawless submission.

The war is also altar against altar. The Image demands worship, while commerce becomes the pressure used to
force surrender. Buying and selling aren’t the central issue by themselves. The deeper danger appears when
economic access is used to turn the basic need to survive into a demand for allegiance. The forehead represents the
mind, confession, identity, and deliberate loyalty. The hand represents action, labor, obedience, and participation.
Torah places the commandments of YHWH upon the hand and between the eyes, showing that His Word must
govern both thought and conduct. Revelation presents the counterfeit claim of the Beast over those same areas,
attempting to seize the mind that belongs to YHWH and the work that should serve His Kingdom. The final
conflict therefore isn’t merely about a mark placed upon the body; it is about which altar possesses the whole
person.

Modern technology makes this kind of enforcement structurally possible. Digital wallets, biometrics,
programmable payments, platform-based identity, behavioral scoring, automated risk assessments, geofenced
access, facial recognition, and networked surveillance can connect a person’s identity, movement, employment,
purchases, communication, and permission to participate within one coordinated system. None of these tools,
standing alone, should be declared the final mark of the Beast; their prophetic significance lies in what they could
enable when joined to worship, ownership, and enforced allegiance.

The mark, the name, the number, the Image, and the marketplace belong to one united conflict: the Image
represents the Beast and speaks with its authority, the mark identifies those permitted to participate, the name
declares ownership, the number connects the order to human authority, while buying and selling turn inward
allegiance into a visible and practical test. The system doesn’t merely seek compliance; it seeks a confession that
can be recorded, measured, and enforced. No present credential should be called the final mark simply because it
is digital, biometric, medical, or financial, since careless claims create fear, confuse the faithful, and eventually
weaken the credibility of the warning. Scripture connects the final mark directly with Beast worship and deliberate
allegiance. Wisdom still requires us to understand the architecture being built, resist unnecessary dependence,
defend freedom of mind, and refuse every future demand that places access, safety, or survival above obedience to
YHWH.

The strongest warning remains spiritual before it becomes technological. A person may reject every device
while still carrying the nature of the Beast through pride, hatred, greed, cruelty, deception, and the worship of
power, while another person may use technology while keeping it beneath the authority of Scripture and refusing
every form of idolatry. The decisive question is not merely what the tool can do, but which altar the tool is serving,
because code is not sovereign, data is not all-knowing, efficiency is not righteousness, intelligence is not wisdom,
and power is not Elohim.

The King’s Table, Modern Food Systems, and the End of Days Marketplace

Daniel’s refusal at the king’s table speaks directly into the modern struggle over food, appetite, and dependence.
Cultured meat, engineered proteins, genetically altered crops, patented seeds, synthetic ingredients, automated
agriculture, and concentrated supply chains aren’t automatically the Beast or the mark. Some developments may
address legitimate needs, while others may introduce new risks, dependencies, and forms of control. The prophetic
concern becomes serious when a small number of institutions gain the power to control seed, production,
processing, distribution, data, price, and permission at the same time. Food becomes more than a commodity when
access can be connected to digital identity, biometric approval, programmable finance, ideological compliance, or
emergency regulation. Provision becomes an altar when a system demands the mind, allegiance, or worship of a
person in exchange for the right to eat. Anyone ruled by appetite will be easier to control when access becomes
conditional, which is why Daniel teaches us to settle our allegiance at the table before the Image ever demands a
bow.

Control over food doesn’t require an open prohibition. Seed licensing, ownership of genetic material,
concentrated processing, dependence upon long transportation routes, automated pricing, land restrictions, and
data-driven distribution can gradually eliminate local alternatives. A household may still see full shelves while the
system beneath those shelves becomes increasingly centralized, dependent, and fragile. Prophetic preparation
therefore asks what happens when permission, transportation, payment, identity, and supply are joined within one
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coordinated order. The body itself can also become part of the permission structure. Health records, dietary data,
insurance requirements, digital prescriptions, and biometric identity may serve legitimate medical or
administrative purposes, yet the same information can be connected to employment, travel, purchasing, housing,
and public access. Smart systems aren’t evil simply because they are efficient; the danger appears when
measurement becomes permission and one connected order gains the ability to evaluate, restrict, or exclude the
same person across nearly every area of life. The decisive question isn’t merely whether the system functions well,
but whether people remain free to obey YHWH when the system disapproves.

I’m not calling for fear of every new food, nor am I accusing every producer, farmer, scientist, or company of
participating in a prophetic conspiracy. Truth has no need for unsupported claims. I’'m calling for discernment
concerning ownership, transparency, health, stewardship, and dependency. Who controls the seed and the supply?
Who possesses the authority to change the terms? Who can exclude a household from participation? Who benefits
when local resilience disappears and no meaningful alternative remains? A system may begin by offering
convenience, yet convenience can become dependence, dependence can become permission, and permission can
become authority when the people no longer have another place to turn. Preparation therefore includes
contentment, responsible stewardship, useful skills, generosity, local relationships, truthful information, and care
for the vulnerable. These disciplines don’t purchase salvation or guarantee escape from suffering. They weaken
Babylon’s ability to use appetite, isolation, and fear against the mind. The courage to refuse the Beast’s table
grows from a life already consecrated at the table of YHWH.

Congregations should recover practical forms of Covenant care. Families can learn preservation, gardening,
wise purchasing, shared tools, mutual aid, and support for honest local producers where possible. Those practices
must not become another form of pride or fear. Their purpose is to strengthen generosity and reduce the power of
scarcity to divide the Body. Joseph prepared during years of plenty, yet his preparation served life rather than self-
exaltation. Disaster and emergency can accelerate the same pressure. Governments have documented capabilities
such as cloud seeding, yet documented capability doesn’t prove that every storm, fire, drought, or flood was
engineered. Catastrophe still creates conditions in which surveillance, centralized planning, digital services,
identification requirements, and permanent emergency measures can expand quickly. Recovery can restore a
community, or it can quietly redesign the terms under which people are allowed to live, move, work, and rebuild.
Discernment must remain anchored in evidence rather than fear.

The Days of Noah and Lot: The War Against the Creator’s Boundaries

Yahshua connects His coming with the days of Noah and Lot. People ate, drank, married, bought, sold, planted,
and built. Those activities weren’t sinful by themselves. Society became absorbed in normal life while corruption
matured beneath the surface. Markets remained active, homes were built, and routines continued as though

judgment could never interrupt. Noah’s generation was marked by chamas, O, violence and corrupted
imagination. Lot’s generation was marked by pride, abundance without compassion, idleness, sexual disorder,
attempted violence, and hostility toward righteous restraint. The remnant must reject hatred. Every person bears
the image of Elohim and must be treated with dignity. Mockery, violence, harassment, and dehumanization are sin.
Truth cannot become an excuse for cruelty, and mercy cannot become an excuse for falsehood. Yahshua carried
grace and truth together, and every person — from the religious and greedy to the sexually confused,
technologically powerful, and publicly celebrated — stands beneath the call to repentance.

Genesis begins with YHWH establishing boundaries: light and darkness, waters above and below, sea and dry land,
seed according to its kind, male and female, work and rest, Creator and creation. These boundaries aren’t chains.
They are the architecture of life. The Serpent’s first attack targeted the authority behind the boundary: “Has

Elohim really said?” The ancient temptation offered the creature a stolen throne, the right to define good and evil
independently of the Voice that gives life. That ancient temptation now appears through the modern claim that
ability creates authority. Because the body can be altered, mankind assumes the right to redefine what the Creator
established. Because intelligence can be manufactured, calculation is elevated as though it were wisdom. Because
data can predict behavior, institutions begin to believe they possess the right to shape, govern, and control human
behavior. Because technology can extend human power, developers and rulers may speak as though everything

that can be created is therefore lawful, righteous, and morally permitted.

Yet capability has never been the measure of authority. The power to alter something doesn’t give man the right to
redefine it, and the ability to build something doesn’t make its use righteous. Innovation cannot replace holiness,
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prediction cannot become wisdom, consensus cannot overturn truth, and power cannot ascend to the throne of
Elohim. The final question isn’t whether mankind can accomplish a thing, but whether YHWH has authorized it
and whether it preserves the order, dignity, and purpose He established within Creation.

The rainbow, Qeshet, NP, belongs first to YHWH as a sign of Covenant mercy after judgment. Modern use of
that symbol in movements centered upon self-defined identity creates a real conflict of meaning and authority, yet
the answer isn’t hatred. The answer is faithful witness. YHWH retains the right to define creation, body, marriage,
holiness, mercy, and repentance. No movement, government, corporation, or religious institution can take that
authority from Him. The final rebellion is larger than politics, sexuality, economics, climate, or technology.
Beneath every expression stands one question: who has the right to define reality? Daniel exposes the end of every
kingdom that magnifies itself above YHWH. Every empire mistakes temporary permission for permanent
possession. Heaven was never empty, the throne was never available, and creation was never theirs to redefine.

The Creator’s Calendar and the Appointed Boundary
“Let them be for signs, and for Appointed Times, and for days, and years.” Genesis 1:14

The same struggle over authority reaches even into time. YHWH placed the Me orot, N1NIRM, the celestial

lights, within the Ragia, ¥?9, to serve as signs for Appointed Times, days, and years. Governments may number
days, markets may schedule labor, and machines may measure every passing second, yet no kingdom, institution,
or technological system owns time. The Beast is granted forty-two months, one thousand two hundred and sixty
days, and a time, times, and half a time, yet those numbers don’t measure his sovereignty; they reveal his
limitation. Heaven has already numbered his days before he ever rises, proving that even the final rebellion
remains confined within the boundary YHWH has appointed.

The Appointed Times continue to bear witness to the redemptive work of YHWH: Passover points to the Lamb,
Unleavened Bread to the removal of corruption, Firstfruits to resurrection, Shavuot to Covenant and Spirit,
Trumpets to the summons of the King, Atonement to cleansing through Blood, and Tabernacles to the dwelling
and reign of YHWH. The Dragon appointed none of them, Babylon owns none of them, and no Beastly system
possesses the authority to erase what YHWH established. Still, the Calendar must never be placed upon the throne
of redemption. The Calendar marks, yet the Blood redeems; the Calendar witnesses, yet Yahshua fulfills; the
Appointed Times reveal the pattern, yet the King alone accomplishes what was appointed. No numerical pattern
can forgive sin, ratify the New Covenant, raise the dead, or purchase the Bride, because knowing the time of an
appointment doesn’t make anyone worthy to enter it.

The phrase Ezer Kenegdo, 17A12 1Y, carries a standard numerical value of 360 and may serve as a secondary
picture of the corresponding Bride being brought into faithful relationship with her Bridegroom alongside the 360-
day prophetic pattern often examined in Daniel and Revelation. This numerical correspondence may provide a
meaningful witness, yet it cannot create doctrine, establish a calendar by itself, or reveal the Day and Hour the
Father has withheld. The number doesn’t create the Bride, the Calendar doesn’t redeem or gather her, and
numerical agreement doesn’t place anyone inside the Covenant. The King alone forms His Bride, purchases her
through His Blood, prepares her through His Spirit, and gathers her at His appearing. Matthew 24 answers the
central question with unmistakable clarity. Persia, America, Artificial Intelligence, food systems, economic
restrictions, calendar restoration, and every earthly crisis may present conditions, parallels, patterns, or warnings,
yet none of them is the ultimate Sign. The ultimate Sign is the appearing of the Son of Man Himself. The sun will
be darkened, the moon will withhold its light, the powers of Heaven will be shaken, and the nations will see
Yahshua coming with power and great glory. The celestial lights may mark the season, the Heavens may bear
witness, and Creation may respond to the arrival of its King, yet only Yahshua saves. The Heavens are the
witnesses; Yahshua is the Savior.

Paul, Revelation, and the Melkhizedek Priest-King

Second Thessalonians 2 gives one of the clearest apostolic corrections to end-time confusion. Paul addresses
“the coming of our Master Yahshua HaMashiach and our gathering together unto Him,” then warns the brethren
not to be shaken in mind or deceived by any spirit, message, or teaching claiming that the Day has already arrived.
The Day connected with our gathering won’t come until the apostasy occurs and the Man of Sin is revealed. Paul
establishes this order for a specific reason: to protect the faithful from deception and prevent false expectation
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from taking the place of Scriptural preparation. Apostasia describes rebellion, defection, or departure from
established allegiance. A person can remain inside a religious building, preserve sacred vocabulary, participate in
worship, and still enter apostasy by rejecting the government of Yahshua and embracing lawlessness. Apostasy
isn’t always an outward abandonment of religion; sometimes it is the inward rejection of the King while the
language of faith remains. Paul identifies the deeper vulnerability when he says people perish because they refuse
to receive the love of the truth. Information alone cannot protect a heart that resents correction, and prophetic
knowledge cannot preserve anyone who desires comfort more than truth.

Therefore, the Pre-Tribulation rapture doctrine must be tested by the direct sequence given by Yahshua and Paul.
Matthew 24 places the gathering of the elect after the Tribulation, while Paul declares that the Day connected with
our gathering won’t come until the apostasy occurs and the Man of Sin is revealed. Daniel places the saints
beneath pressure until the heavenly Court intervenes, while Revelation places the saints within the conflict of the
Beast and repeatedly commands endurance, faithfulness, and refusal to worship. Revelation 4:1 describes John
being summoned into a heavenly vision; it doesn’t describe the resurrection of the dead, the transformation of the
living, or the gathering of the assembly. Correcting a false escape doctrine doesn’t remove the blessed hope; the
correction cleanses hope from fantasy and restores it to the sequence established by Scripture. Our hope is the
glorious appearing of Yahshua, the resurrection of the dead, the transformation of the living, the gathering of the
elect, and the public defeat of every counterfeit kingdom. YHWH can protect, preserve, deliver, hide, sustain, and
strengthen His people in any manner He chooses, yet Scripture prepares us to endure rather than teaching us to
assume we will never face the pressure Yahshua plainly described.

First Thessalonians 4 describes the Master descending from Heaven, the dead in Messiah rising, and the living
being caught up together with them to meet Him. The passage brings comfort concerning the resurrection,
transformation, and reunion of the saints. First Thessalonians 5 immediately continues with the Day of YHWH
and the warning of the thief, then distinguishes the children of light from those who will be overtaken in darkness.
Paul doesn’t teach the assembly to expect ignorance or spiritual surprise; he teaches sobriety, watchfulness, faith,
love, readiness, and the hope of salvation. The pattern of Scripture repeatedly reveals preservation through
judgment rather than removal before every crisis. Noah was preserved through the Flood, Israel was distinguished
during the plagues, Daniel was kept faithful in Babylon, and the three Hebrews entered the furnace with the
Presence of Elohim. None of these patterns proves that every end-time event will unfold through one identical
mechanism, yet together they establish a truth the faithful must never forget: suffering doesn’t mean abandonment,
pressure doesn’t mean defeat, and divine protection doesn’t require the absence of every trial.

The One who returns must be seen as the Melkhizedek Priest-King. Psalm 110 joins throne and Priesthood
within one divine decree, while Hebrews 7 declares that Yahshua holds His Priesthood by the power of an endless
life. His intercession doesn’t weaken when Tribulation rises, His Blood doesn’t lose authority when accusation
intensifies, and His throne doesn’t tremble when the nations rage. The conflict may increase upon the earth, yet
nothing can diminish the Priesthood, authority, or everlasting life of the King who sustains His people. As King,
He rules the nations; as Priest, He intercedes for the faithful; as Lamb, He redeems through His Blood; as Son of
Man, He receives everlasting dominion; and as the Living Word, He judges every false word spoken by the Beast.
End-time preaching must do more than expose the enemy, describe the system, or warn about the coming pressure.
The message must exalt the Melkhizedek Priest-King whose throne stands above the conflict, whose Blood speaks
for His people, and whose intercession sustains them through the final testing of allegiance.

The remnant doesn’t endure through mental determination alone; it’s The living High Priest keeps those who come
to YHWH through Him and strengthens them when earthly support fails. When accusation rises, His Blood speaks
better things than Abel; when fear increases, His throne remains the throne of grace; when the Beast denies access,
Yahshua remains the Bread of Life; and when the Image demands worship, the Lamb remains eternally worthy.
Earthly systems may restrict participation, yet no system can close the way to the throne, silence the testimony of
the Blood, or remove the faithful from the keeping power of their High Priest. Melkhizedek authority also corrects
our understanding of victory. Victory isn’t measured only by avoiding loss, escaping pain, preserving comfort, or
retaining public influence. The saints overcome when suffering cannot purchase their worship, pressure cannot
rewrite their confession, and the threat of death cannot transfer their allegiance to another throne. The Priest-King
forms a people whose mind remains clean, whose testimony remains true, and whose allegiance remains fixed
even when earthly power appears to overcome them. Resurrection ultimately reveals that the Beast’s temporary
authority over the body was never final authority over the person, because those who belong to the King will rise
beyond the reach of every kingdom that demanded their surrender.
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The Final Examination of the House and the Covenant Verdict
“Blessed is that servant, whom his master when he comes shall find so doing.” Matthew 24:46

The prophetic sequence now returns to the House where this teaching began. Yahshua cleansed the Temple
before speaking about the end, and Matthew 24 closes with a Master returning to inspect His servants. Prophecy
places the watchman on trial before it places the nations on trial. I can identify Persia while ignoring pride in my
own heart, expose lying tables among kings while sitting at a private table of compromise, warn about Al while
leaving my mind undisciplined, or defend the created order publicly while refusing holiness in secret. Such
knowledge won’t prepare me for His appearing.

Repentance is the first response. The Hebrew shuv, 2%, means return, and teshuvah, fa%N, describes a
turning in which the throne changes, the path changes, the mouth aligns, the household is reordered, and the
hidden life comes beneath the government of the King. Repentance isn’t self-hatred; repentance is agreement with
YHWH against the lie destroying us. Discernment is the second response. Discernment isn’t suspicion toward
every person; it’s loyalty to truth above personality. Test the spirit, doctrine, fruit, direction, and destination of
every message. Ask whether a voice produces obedience or excuses, exalts Yahshua or man, awakens holy fear or
mere fascination, and directs worship toward YHWH or another throne. Endurance is the third response. Build
prayer now, Scripture now, fasting now, forgiveness now, family worship now, courage now, and obedience now.
A faith that survives only while society agrees with it has not been prepared for opposition. Public refusal of the
Beast will be formed through private obedience to the King. Keeping the garment is the fourth response.
Revelation 16:15 joins the thief warning with watching and garment-keeping. Garments speak of covering,
identity, righteousness, purity, and readiness. Refuse the stains of lust, greed, bitterness, fear, deception, and
religious appearance without holiness.

Guarding the oil is the fifth response. Matthew 25 follows the watchfulness of Matthew 24 with virgins awaiting
the Bridegroom. Lamps may look alike, yet oil distinguishes preparation from appearance. Borrowed reputation,
inherited doctrine, and public activity cannot replace the inward life of the Ruach HaQodesh. The time to seek oil
is before the cry announces the Bridegroom. Feeding the household is the sixth response. Fathers must nourish
their homes with the Word. Mothers must help guard the spiritual atmosphere. Shepherds must provide meat in
due season. Teachers must stop offering religious entertainment when the hour requires bread, oil, discernment,
and truth tested by fire. The faithful servant is found feeding when the Master returns.

Worshiping YHWH alone is the seventh response. Refuse worship of the Beast, the Image, access, money,
safety, influence, ministry, technology, politics, personality, and prophecy itself. The final test is worship, which
makes present worship the training ground for future faithfulness. Instructing the next generation is the eighth
response. Children must not inherit charts without conviction, vocabulary without obedience, or warnings without
confidence in the King. They must know why the Beast cannot own their worship, why a digital system cannot
define their identity, why suffering cannot separate them from the love of Elohim, and why the Melkhizedek
Priest-King remains greater than every authority demanding surrender. The tables of appetite, pornography,
bitterness, envy, fear, calendar pride, prayerlessness, and self-promotion must fall. Esau sold a birthright for one
meal because immediate hunger became greater than Covenant value. Pornography trains the imagination to
consume people. Bitterness keeps serving the same offense. Calendar pride turns a witness into a throne.
Prayerlessness allows activity for YHWH to replace communion with YHWH. Yahshua cleanses what His Blood
purchased.

The table of political worship must also fall. No party, president, movement, court, military, or nation can bear
the weight of messianic hope. Political decisions affect real lives and must be judged with wisdom, yet the
assembly loses prophetic authority when loyalty to a party becomes stronger than loyalty to truth. America can
appear within a Daniel 11 parallel without becoming the Kingdom of Elohim. The table of technological worship
must fall. Tools can serve the mission, but they cannot become the source of identity, wisdom, fellowship, or
authority. A ministry can reach millions and still lack prayer. A preacher can use Al to organize notes and still
refuse the searching work of the Ruach. A household can own every device and lose the ability to sit together
before the Word. Efficiency cannot replace presence. The table of fear must fall. Fear makes survival the highest
good and prepares the heart to call surrender wisdom.

The fear of YHWH restores the proper order. When I fear Him above man, exclusion loses its power to govern
me, threats lose their claim to final authority, and obedience becomes more valuable than access. Courage isn’t the
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absence of concern; courage is settled allegiance in the presence of cost. Hope must govern every warning. Our
confidence isn’t in our ability to outsmart every system, identify every actor, or preserve every comfort. Men who
know the Stone is coming won’t worship the Image. Women who know the Lamb purchased them won’t sell their
mind for access. Families who know the Kingdom is everlasting won’t make survival their god. The final order
may appear global, intelligent, efficient, and impossible to resist, yet Daniel already saw its end, John already saw
its judgment, and Yahshua already declared His appearing. Now isn’t the hour to study Babylon while desiring its
rewards, preach holiness with unclean hands, sing worship with divided loyalty, or speak about the Kingdom while
negotiating with darkness. Religious excitement, emotional fire, public influence, and prophetic vocabulary won’t
carry anyone through the hour of testing. Endurance belongs to those who love truth more than survival, fear
YHWH more than man, overcome through the Blood of the Lamb, guard the testimony of Yahshua, and refuse to
bow when obedience becomes costly.

Every house must decide whose voice will govern it. Fathers must lead beneath the authority of the Word rather
than surrender their children to the spirit of the age, while mothers must discern what is shaping the hearts, desires,
and loyalties of the next generation. Shepherds must stop measuring success only by attendance, money, influence,
and visibility, because a crowded assembly isn’t necessarily a prepared assembly. Congregations must become
places of prayer, repentance, sound teaching, practical care, disciplined love, and Covenant accountability. A
household prepared to endure the final pressure will have already learned how to forgive without bitterness, share
without selfishness, pray without ceasing, work with integrity, serve with humility, and obey YHWH together
before obedience becomes costly.

Matthew 24 cannot remain a prophetic chart hanging upon the wall as the world moves deeper into fulfillment.
The chapter must become a way of life that governs how we think, worship, prepare, and serve. Deception requires
a people established in truth, wars require sobriety, persecution requires endurance, offense requires forgiveness,
lawlessness requires obedience, and love grown cold requires renewed devotion to YHWH and one another. The
Abomination requires discernment, false signs require tested loyalty, the warning of the thief requires
watchfulness, and the returning Master requires a faithful servant who is still feeding the household when He
appears. Prophecy has not completed its work when it only explains what is coming; prophecy fulfills its purpose
when it forms a people who are ready to remain faithful when it arrives.

The Image of the Beast won’t be resisted just by recognizing a machine, rejecting a credential, exposing a
system, or naming a political ruler. True resistance begins when the image of Elohim is restored within a people
who refuse to reflect the Dragon’s character while claiming to oppose his kingdom. Pride must give way to
humility, falsehood to truth, coercion to faithful service, greed to generosity, hatred to holy love, and fear to settled
trust in the King, because we cannot overcome the Beast outwardly while carrying his nature inwardly.

The Beast’s system may eventually demand an outward mark, yet the inward formation of allegiance is already
taking place through the daily choices of worship, obedience, compromise, and surrender long before the final
demand is made. Every act of obedience strengthens resistance, while every tolerated compromise weakens the
heart and prepares it to surrender when the cost of faithfulness rises.

Delay isn’t neutrality, indifference isn’t innocence, and partial surrender isn’t Covenant faithfulness. The
decisions made in private are preparing the answer that will eventually be given in public. The table chosen now
prepares us for the altar faced later, the voice trusted now prepares us for the voice followed later, and the small
compromises excused now prepare the heart for the greater surrender that may one day be demanded. No final act
of allegiance appears without prior formation; the public bow is prepared through private agreements long before
the music begins. YHWH is giving us time to repent, reorder our homes, cleanse our worship, strengthen the weak,
restore what has been neglected, and establish our allegiance before the pressure reaches its appointed fullness.
This present mercy must not be mistaken for permission to delay. The time we have been given is preparation for
faithfulness, because when the final demand comes, the answer of the mouth will reveal which voice, table, and
altar have already governed the heart.

I want this message to close where Daniel places the final authority: not in Persia, Iran, America, the United
Nations, military commands, corporations, food systems, Artificial Intelligence laboratories, data centers, or
financial networks, but within the phrase, “the time appointed.” Kings move as though history belongs to them,
empires build images as though humanity belongs to them, and systems gather data as though identity belongs to
them, yet Heaven has already numbered their boundaries. Their authority is temporary, their reach is limited, and
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their appointed end was written before their systems were built. I want everyone to answer this personally before
YHWH. Will I know my Elohim when deception demands my agreement? Will I guard His Covenant when
flattery offers access? Will I test artificial voices when falsehood appears compassionate, intelligent, and
convincing? Will I keep technology beneath His authority when it promises influence, power, or security? Will I
refuse the king’s table before the Image demands a bow, and will I remain faithful in feeding the household until
the Master returns? The final test won’t only reveal what we understood; it will reveal whom we trusted, whose
voice governed us, and which altar possessed our worship.

Let the Beast keep his counterfeit image, because we bear the image of Elohim; let the Beast keep his mark,
because we bear the Father’s Name; let the Beast keep his simulated breath, because we have received the Spirit of
the living Elohim; and let the Beast keep his controlled marketplace, because we live by every Word proceeding
from the mouth of YHWH. No one overcomes through trend analysis, technological awareness, political insight,
or prophetic information alone. The saints overcome through the Blood of the Lamb, the word of their testimony,
the commandments of Elohim, the faith of Yahshua, and their refusal to love their lives more than Covenant
faithfulness. The Beast may measure participation, restrict access, and threaten the body, yet he cannot purchase
the worship of a people whose lives have already been placed upon the altar of the King.

As for me and my house, we won’t wait for the final music to decide where we stand. We won’t receive
Babylon’s identity, sell obedience for access, exchange truth for security, bow when the Image demands worship,
or confuse a prophetic witness with the Savior to whom that witness points. We will follow the Lamb, stand
beneath His Blood, guard His Word, strengthen His household, and remain watchful and ready for His appearing.
My mind belongs to YHWH, my body belongs to YHWH, my name belongs to YHWH, my table belongs to
YHWH, and my worship belongs to YHWH. No king, algorithm, institution, emergency, threat, promise, or false
authority will receive what was created by YHWH, purchased through the Blood of Yahshua, and redeemed for
His everlasting Kingdom.

THE SIGN OF HIS COMING - THE HOUR OF HIS RETURN IS NEAR

Let this revelatory warning be confirmed by the entire witness of the Scriptures and not anything else: the Sign of
His Coming isn’t an isolated war, political shift, technological breakthrough, artificial intelligence, economic
system, calendar calculation, celestial alignment, or single event mankind can manufacture, control, or interpret
through fear or pride. Every birth pain, worldwide shaking, counterfeit sign, Beastly structure, and assault against
Covenant allegiance moves toward the appointed moment Yahshua described — The Hour of His Return.
Immediately after the Tribulation, the sun will be darkened, the moon will withhold its reflecting light, the powers
of the Heavens will be shaken, and the Sign of the Son of Man will appear in Heaven. The nations will mourn, the
King will be seen coming upon the clouds with power and great glory, the great Trumpet will sound, and His elect
will be gathered from the four winds. This is the prophetic pattern of Divine appearing: the Heavens bear witness,
Creation responds, the Shofar announces the King, the Covenant people are assembled just as the Timekeeping
system in the Raqia is, rebellious powers are judged, and the rightful Ruler is openly revealed before the Nations
of this world. No secret chamber, hidden wilderness, controlled broadcast, artificial image, government decree,
religious institution, or technological system will mediate or manipulate His Return. The Son of Man won’t appear
as one more sign among many; His appearing will expose the limitation and appointed end of every sign that came
before Him that every Scriptural pattern and prophetic parallel declared. Our hope therefore rests in the
unchanging Word of YHWH and the returning Melkhizedek Priest-King whose Blood redeemed us, whose
Priesthood sustains us, whose Voice gathers us, and whose Kingdom can’t be shaken. The Heavens are the
witnesses, the Trumpet is the summons, the gathering is the vindication, and Yahshua HaMashiach is the living
Sign of the restoration of all things—the returning King who will bring Creation out from beneath the ruin of Tohu
Va’Bohu, shatter every dominion of the Kingdom of Darkness, reverse the curse of rebellion and death, and
restore all things beneath the righteous, eternal, and unshakable Royal Heavenly Government of YHWH!

Shabbat Shalom, shepherd John-James
July 18, 2026
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