
CONNECT

How did last week’s passage we read/discussed from Matthew 8:18-34 affect your week?

DISCOVER: MATTHEW 9:1-8   

What did the passage say or did you take away from the sermon this week?
How does this passage/did this sermon point us to Jesus or teach us about Jesus?

Read today’s scripture alongside Mark’s account of the same story in Mark 5:1-12; discuss the responses of the following:
…Jesus’ response to the paralyzed man and to the man’s friends
…The response of the teachers of the law to Jesus’ forgiving the paralyzed man’s sins
…Jesus’ response to the teachers of the law and their accusations
…The response of the paralyzed man upon being healed
…The response of the crowd
•  Describe the condition of the hearts of all those responding in different ways, and what we can learn from those 
responses.
•  Can you describe a situation you have experienced in which the power and the faith of determined friends resulted in 
physical or spiritual healing of someone?
•  How could you as a Christian bring to Jesus those who are ‘paralyzed’ in various ways in their lives and need 
restoration?

We have all found ourselves in the paralysis of sin, whether we made decisions that were outside of God’s plan, or live in 
the pain and hardship of sin whether we’ve caused it or not.  Adam shared how easy it is to praise God when He ‘fixes’ our 
physical brokenness, but how hard it is to praise Him when He doesn’t.  Adam referred us to 2 Cor. 5:16-18, which tells us 
not to lose heart.
•  How do you respond to God when your prayers go unanswered?
•  How does the 2 Corinthians passage give you hope or challenge you?

Adam spoke again and again of the fact that Jesus wants to meet our greatest need – FORGIVENESS – that the primary 
thing Jesus came to heal is the condition of our SOULS, which last for eternity, not for a moment!
•  How much of your time is filled with concern over your family’s and friends’ physical/temporal needs compared to your 
concern over their spiritual condition?
•  How does your investment in pursuing eternal goals compare to your investment in everyday earthly endeavors?
•  What would your life look like if your eyes were truly fixed on Jesus?

RESPOND

Who is someone you can have a conversation with about what Jesus is doing in your life or invite to join you as you watch 
CU Church online next week?

PRAY

Praying for each other and spend time praising God.  Pray that he will show you how to better love God and love people. 

PRAY

2 Corinthians 4:1-18 where Paul encourages the church to “not loose heart”.  Hebrews 12:1-3 and keep on “running” after 
Jesus.

SERMON STUDY GUIDE
“Matthew 9:1-8” on August 23rd


