
DISCOVER – MATTHEW 3:1-17
• What did the passage say or did you take away from the sermon this week?
• How does this passage/did this sermon point us to Jesus or teach us about Jesus?

JOHN THE BAPTIST
As prophesied, John the Baptist came preaching repentance and that the kingdom of heaven was near.  He knew his role 
was to prepare the way for the coming ministry of Jesus, yet Jesus asked him to do something he felt inadequate to do:  
Baptize the Son of God! 

• Jason emphasized the importance of understanding the concept of the kingdom of heaven.  How would you describe 
the kingdom of heaven?

• Share a time in your life when you thought you were secure in the path you were taking but felt called to redirect to an 
area in which you felt inadequate? How did God see you through this, and what were the results?

PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES
Religion vs. Bearing fruit.   John the Baptist confronted the Pharisees and Sadducees about their hypocrisy and their 
failure to produce good fruit.  He warned them the ax was already at the root of the trees not bearing fruit!

• What stands in the way of your ‘tree’ being fruitful?  
• Are there areas in your life in which YOU are standing in the way of someone needing grace?

BAPTISM
John baptized with WATER for REPENTANCE; Jesus baptized with the HOLY SPIRIT and FIRE for PURIFICATION.

• Jason mentioned that baptism in Jesus’ times required clothing that would be SATURATED; we know that we are 
CLOTHED IN CHRIST when we are baptized.  How would you describe the joy of being saturated in the clothing of 
Christ?

JESUS’ PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
His baptism, anointing and identity as part of the Trinity.

• Though He was sinless, Jesus chose to be baptized ‘to fulfill all righteousness.’  Discuss what this encompassed for 
the inauguration of Jesus’ ministry.

INTIMACY WITH GOD:  RECOGNIZING HIS VOICE
Hear His voice... Read His Word... Walk with Him in intimacy!

• Can you share a time you were aware of the promptings of the Holy Spirit, or of God speaking to you?  s

RESPOND
Who is someone you can have a conversation with about what Jesus is doing in your life or invite to join you at CU?

PRAY
End your study this week praying for each other and praising God.  Pray that he will show you how to better love God and 
love people.

SERMON STUDY GUIDE
“Matthew 3:1-17” on March 5th and 8th


