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Opening Hymn “The God of Abraham Praise”  Hymn 798 sts. 1,2,8,9
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1 The God of A -br’ham praise, Who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A -br’ham praise, At whose su - preme com-mand
8 The God who reigns on high The great arch - an - gels sing,
A9 The whole tri - um-phant host Give thanks to God on high.
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An - cient of ev - er - last - ing days And God of love.
From earth 1 rise and seek the joys At His right hand.
And  “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly!” cry, “Al - might-y King!
“Hail, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost!” They ev - er cry.
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Je - ho-wvah, great I AM! By earth and heav'n con - fessed;
I all on earth for - sake, Its wis - dom, fame, and pow’r,
Who was and is the same And ev - er - more shall be:
Hail, A-br’ham’s God and mine! I join the heav’n-ly lays:
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name For - ev - er  blest
And Him my on -1ly por-tion make, My shield and tow'r.
Je - ho-vah, Fa-ther, great I AM!  We wor - ship Thee!”
All might and maj - es - ty are Thine And end - less praise!
Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99, alt. Tune: Hebrew. Text and tune: Public domain

Please be seated

The Rite of Holy Baptism

Emmett True Hurst

Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, "All

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit." In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, "Whoever
believes and 1s baptized will be saved." And the apostle Peter has written,
"Baptism now saves you."

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are
under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost
forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the
Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the
sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have

eternal life.
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Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your *}+ forehead and upon your I+
heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

We pray that You would behold Emmett True Hurst according to Your boundless
mercy and bless him with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving
flood all sin in him which has been inherited from Adam and which he himself
has committed since, would be drowned and die.

Grant that he be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church,
being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all
times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your
promise, he would be declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

: Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even
I« forevermore

: Amen.

Since Emmett cannot answer for himself, we will all answer on his behalf as the
Body of Christ.

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?

: I do renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?

: Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Emmett True Hurst, [ baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

: Amen.

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new
birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you
with His grace to life I+ everlasting.

: Amen.

Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light
of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His
coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.

Please stand

Prayer of Blessing

P:

Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin
Mary. We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us
remember that we are all Your children and so love and nurture him that he may
attain to the full stature intended for him in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

: Amen.



Absolution
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

Introit
with Cantor
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He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He is the Lord our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.
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Psalm 105:4-7; antiphon: v. 8
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.



Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 189
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@ The Lord be with you.

f)
o | | I | |
(~> | 1 1 I |
tjl ) [ r - P o
A
And with thy spir - it.
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P Let us pray.

P: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

A - men.

Please be seated

Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-9

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai
his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had
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gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to
the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed
through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the
Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To
your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who
had appeared to him. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of
Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east.

And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD.
And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

A: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading Romans 4:1-8, 13-17

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to
the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work
but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just
as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works:

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,

and whose sins are covered;
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise
is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no
transgression.

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but
also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it
is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist.

A: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

A: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.



P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

Holy Gospel John 3:1-17

P:

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is
with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a
man be born when he is 0ld? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I
said to you, ‘You must be born again.” The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him,
“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly,
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have
seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Please be seated

Children’s Message



Please stand

Hymn of the Day “God Loved the World So That He Gave” Hymn 571
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1 God loved the world so that gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s Son For - gives all
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the lost to save, all who would in
and suf - fered death; then who trust in
ing  grace is nigh; Spir - it in the
which  you have done; jus - ti - fied by
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- lieve  Should ev - er - last - ing Te - ceive.
a - lone Are  built on chief cor - ner -stone.
de -clares How we in are heav - en’s heirs.
sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants high - est good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93. Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Rev. Dr. Arthur Spomer, pastor emeritus



Please stand

Prayer of the Church

A:

A:

C:

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

O God, You have graciously given us a new birth in the waters of Holy Baptism.
Sustain our faith in You and turn us from the old things of the flesh, that we
would fix our eyes on the Son of Man through faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

: hear our prayer.

: Heavenly Father, You made Your servant Abraham the father of us all through

faith, and You have given all fathers the calling of Abraham to hand down the
Gospel of Christ. Fill their hearts with the words of Christ, and remember them
according to Your great mercy. Lord, in Your mercy,

: hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You sent forth Your own Son to heal and give everlasting life. We
pray, especially for Gary, Mike, Carrie Ann, Lucy, Earl, and Rita. Sustain them in
their afflictions and deliver them according to Your gracious will. We pray for the
people of God in their grieving, especially the family of Ray Jumper, that they
may be comforted. Lord, in Your mercy,

: hear our prayer.

Lord, You gave Abraham the promise of many descendants. Give us faith, that
we may delight in this promise, delivered through the ages and kept in Christ, our
Savior. Equip us with Your Spirit to be bold and unwavering witnesses, carrying
Your name and Your Gospel to every place and people. Lord, in Your mercy,

: hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for
the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

Offering (Please place completed Attendance Register in the offering plate)

Handbell Choir “Give Me Jesus” arr. by Hart Morris

African American spiritual SOJOURNER
© 2022 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Please stand

Tithes & Offerings Brought Forward
C: Thank you, Lord, for blessing us so that we may be a blessing to others.

Service of the Sacrament LSB 194
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(P} The Lord be with you.

9 | I i } I i ] i

¥ 4% b | I I I ‘} fJI ’J

o) —— ~—

And with thy spir - it
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P} Lift wup  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

P: It s truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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Sanctus
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
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The Words of Our Lord
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P] Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be-trayed, took bread,
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”

Pax Domini
f
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[P} The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

A - men.

Please be seated

Agnus Dei Healey Willan
Men’s Choir

Silent Prayer before Communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Communion Hymns

“When I Behold Jesus Christ”
o}

Hymn 542
r‘i{nlb Y f K I- _ii \kw | 'y i .h F } I I
=S =i = g+
1 When 1 be - hold Je - sus Christ, True God who died for me,
2 For me You gave all Your love, For me You suf-fered pain;
3 You had no sin, ho -1y Lord, But You were tor-tured, tried;
4 What love is this? Great-er love No one has ev -er known.
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I won-der much at His love As He hung on the tree.
I  find no words, noth -ing can Your self - less-ness ex - plain.
On Gol-go - tha there for all My sins You bled and died.
My life with God— this I owe To You, and You a - lone.
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What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
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You showed Your love, Je - sus, there To me on Cal - va - ry.
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What kind of love is  this? What kind of love 1is this?
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You showed Your love,

N

Je - sus, there To me on Cal - va - ry.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-3): tr. Hartmut Schoenherr, with Jim and Aurelia Keefer; (st. 4): Joseph Herl, 1959. Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-3) and tune: Aimaz Belhu.
Text (st. 4): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004553. Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-3) and tune: © 1970 Ethiopian

Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004553
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Hymn 707

“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”
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1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to  stray, A  strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  Thy com-mands—’Tis a de-light - ful road
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His  will!
Let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.

And should I e’er

for - get Thy way,

Re - store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.

Nor let my head or heart or hands Of-fend a-gainst my  God.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt. Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870. Text and tune: Public domain
“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” Hymn 729
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1T am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
21 am trust-ing Thee for par - don; At Thy feet 1  bow,
31 am trust-ing Thee for cleans-ing In the crim -son flood;
41 am trust-ing Thee to guide me; Thou a - lone shalt lead,
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Trust - ing  Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.
Trust-ing Thee to make me ho - 1ly By Thy blood.
Ev - 'ty day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.

S T am trusting Thee for power;

Thine can never fail.

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me

Must prevail.

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;

Never let me fall.

I am trusting Thee forever

And for all.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79. Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77. Text and tune: Public domain
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Please stand

Communion Dismissal

LSB 210

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.

C: Amen.
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er
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P: Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Salutation and Benedicamus LSB 201

P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Benediction LSB 202
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and -I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men
Closing Hymn “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” Hymn 722
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, | need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro-tect, and  feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways  near.
I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - wvor 1 go a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, 1 fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In  peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004553. Tune: Public domain
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P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude-Recessional

“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” Chris Winston
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